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JOHN WOOD, Eeo. Asvocam, 

«UBIF».DBt>UTS OF THB OOOMTT OV niaWn« 
&& AlC* &€• 



Ix tnacribiiig tUb lUtle work to 70a, I imedy can flstlar 
knyielf tliftt yoa wDl find m«eh to »pprove in it oithar ii 
nuUtn- or exccmioa. You wovld fnmibljr haf« Iftei fo 
lietter had it been viitten in Anum direct atnln of mHrr^ 
tiipeor deKii]^tion^.-4ttid the bettasoloffy 1 eu makefiKr tfte 
fonn into which I haTe thrown it u> that it came move oar 
turallT to me, and that 1 felt I Go«ki write it with more ea« 
and pleainre to mytclf in this ihrae than in any other. 

It is not then in the hope that 1 have done any thing oook 
Biderable to aeoond yo«r own valaablekboun in the iwd of 
iocced literature that 1 veatnre to jneient this hook to you. 
It ii rather that I niav have an of»portiuiity of ezpmainf 
in public my ■enae or their importance in rendennff the 
atudy of the Bible so distinct and interesting, as they havo 
done, to the young,— alsct as to whidi I can speak hem 
hny own expenence, being sensible that I have derived the 



greatest aid from your vowmes of sacred hiocraphy and hiSi. 
tory, in my attempu to instruct the youthful part of that 
ktion in which I have the honour and happinesa to 



Cthis, indeed^ may appear the part of your . . ^ 

on which your reputation will least depend ; and when it if 
eonsidered how imich the cause of senierBl education is in« 
debted to your zeal and ability, and that you have exhibited, 
in the semmarv which owes its chief celebrity to Tour un- 
wearied supenntendenccu the most perfect niodel that haa 
yet been given of the intelligent and successful culture of the 
yottthfuTmindi it may be thou^t that, in addressing yon on 
this occaaioo, I oonld have found a topic of pniie of ast^i^ 
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4 DBDICATION. 

higher and moie appropriate kind than that which I hate 
aeucted. But, great and peculiar as your merits in this ex- 
tensive denartment have been, your anxious endeavour that, 
along with secular htiowledge, the most thorough tfiaining 
in the principles and sentiments of Religion shovQd likewise 
be imparted to the Ipwer classes of society, tbous^ it may 
he less shining and conspicuous, I cannot out lo^ upon as 
a still more jnaiseworthy aim and achievement. You have 
Aw.Mt op&ouite taken off the stigma vWi* those tdui 
are Jealous of the universal difiiision of eduetitfoik aK i# kpt 
to.atiix m the exertions of its filendS|-^but you havf U)(f- 
wise the gratification of knowing that, from vour assiduous 
^tod uBOMieaBtatlous labours, a great tnanv of tfai70|i|ig|ihi 
th« poorest and most neslected portion or our ^ty popula- 
tlon, nave b^n rescped from ^ce and idleness, and are m4- 
-fair i»befottx>d«meng its 9ioflt .orderly^ jbodust^plKIr 



ana religious characters. 
^ ftoughtio be toM, whttt is not, Jicrhaps^ gmMSif kxMlBp 
-diatf in addition to your extnerduary exertions, carried on 
iSr so many years^ both on week-davs ahd ob thcf tSbMUy 
•venings, among tne youngest part or the oommunitn ytm 
liave lately added to your SunJav tasks a morning class, at 
thelfowneamestdesiie, fbryoungmen,fartfa^advanM,wlt> 
iiave already gone out into different mechanical professions^ 
VI which you not only convey to them a complete aequMftlAi 
tuioe with religious knowledge, but make them feel its appli- 
cation to all the duties and exigencies of life, whether of 4 
jMlvate or puhlic nature. How invaluiAle this nAist IM; 
especially in their circumstances, exposed as they are. iA 
these dangerous times, to the contagion of dissolutt^ltaDltt: 
lUNpettled opinions^ and a presu mptuoms oontempt of law ana 
government, must be obvious to all, and cannot fail to rank 
you kt the genccal estimation as among the^ first of - Publk 
Ben^Botors* That you may enjoy, fbrnmny years^ the satis^ 
action of seeing success crown your labours of lovfe,'!)l*tlte 
Mtfnest prayer, my dear Sir, of yoor respectful and^fifottf^* 
ate friend, 

ROB. MOIIEUBAl>/t 

^iNBORGBf January 31, I83I. 
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PREFACE. 



f$Un?io Utdy had oocasioo to ccmsuH laTeral 
^^pofcs of travels in Palestine, it oocarred to me 
4baitMiM of their more striking H— m^p^/iy^^ 
ciptiefly those ooniiected with religious assoda^ 
*llifiia^ might be woren with advantage into the 
Aalogiie^fonn; and I had scarcely admitted 
Jdtim idea* when forthwith my friends Cleaiitlie% 
Philo> and Pamphilus, found themselves en^ 
gi^^ in busy conversation on the sacred m^ 
mollis and reminiscences of the Holy Land«. 
H appears to me» indeed, that this convei«a*i 
tipiiai style, however unusual in carrying oi| 
the description of a country, has some advan* 
figea in the particular office which I have 
have assigned to it. Reflections on the sacred 
iisspciatiops of Palestine, conveyed in the cours<| 
ef a mere description or narrative, could scarce** 
lyvfaili if pursued to any length, to fall too much 
into the style of the pulpit to be acceptable to 
those who are reading principally for amuse- 
ment ; but a set of friends conversing on the 
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ffepQSiy Oif tl^t haUow€4regiaEi»3X«igI|t^4p m)mn^ 
foliar «sd easy matuieF, >e 0appeB?d;liQ.M 
^arri^d into he^hto of religioua tboug^iinid 
^nljment that would appear quit^ »itui^Md 
ijuiforced. The peculiar charaetersj^ too, eC^Afl 
Speakers, whom I had introduced into a fermdtf 
attempt in this kind of writing/ seemed ;Hi 
pe best adapted for that speeies of disettrfi 
fipn^-»-Philo^ an ardent and animated beli<em(ely 
in the great truths of Ghristianitj, but wImi 
bad passed through sufficient changes of opil 
iiion to have much consideration for ihoele 
who might be less firm or zealous in the faitH 
than himself^«-Gleanthes^ an admirer of %h% 
^dents and their philosophy^ and who, rear^ 
in that school; was less disposed to admjlr q£ 
any higher claims, — and Pamphilus, thc'ri^ 
porter of the dialogue, who had paased- tkw 
j^eater part of his life as a soldier, and, tiiougth 
not indisposed to serious inquiries, yet i^W^ 
but any great ardour regarding them^ ' il( 
t^herefore did not hesitate to recur t)0.ii9>! 
former speakers, who had come dowxi to 4ftu^. 
indeed, as an heir-loom from Mr Hntnei eVM 

^^r^-y^ !■». ' . ' ■ .■■ . < .< > ... ■ ■»{ ' ■ ^ '^ ' 

i. \ * i>i4Q(sab ok i^aiturdl and Itefealed Re%io4J -' :iIj 
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«(^tfi«*«$»k of being accused of a %ped^'^ 
kkmgnAty, in gxving^Mdeal lUttMs'to (Mi 
iuan tsimrtii^ngiak modem scenes tchd eveMtsi 
tMd^tuimgttAty, however, is not so great us 
aibytmttrst sigltt appear^^nol, I think, greater 
4uaii<#]Mt is pffMstised by our scnlptors/ who 
afe^in -fiie coastanr habit of putting antique 
dwM f ii dver fhe busts and statues of in^tf^ 
llMte'^om we meet familiarly every day of 
Mr ldf«s in a very diffbvnt sort of atdr^l 
ZNfdogue-wHting/ as well as sculpture, is k 
flkwdcal invention; and when it is employed 
]4' Modem times, it seems suitable to give tl^' 
stylist, a slight classical air. It may seeih at 
Ansv a littte ludicrous to speak of Pamphilui 
hf s6ik ^oflker in the British service at the siegi» 
^lA.ete ; but every one sees that this is a nam'6 
iHUch may stand for any other, and it has, ii 
dtiwt^ititB,a more agreeable sound than CkptaS* 
m^tis or Mqor Brown. In like manner, die 
j^losophers Cleanthes and Philo would not> 
Flidnk, bfr 'displaced with great advantlige by 
aiaeH- English appellatives as John Doe and 
HMMnli'Roe. 

The^ efaaraeters of my speakers have gra* 
daally^^gt^na bent to thatof tbeir- present 
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hoQd(^uf, anA made it, in aotne feipemi'^M 

^nt!huati<Mi of the former ; yet I trust t ttiiy 

thus hate been enabled to relieve^ in partjitMl 

irilrgumentative strain in which I before indu)*^ 

ged^*--«nd both to oonsult more for the tftsM df 

ibe general reader and the means of iixing^faittl^ 

tad useful impression^, * ^ «* 

''' As to mj facts, I have accurately reftnMf 

1^ the travellers to whom { am ind«lbted ftsr 

&em; and^ifthereadei* chooses to inspect th^ 

works, he ^ilL find' that I have )iot 8cni|ded^ 

y^tieriever it suited m^ purposej to intix>4tt«silf 

the very words of their narrative into my ow»i 

^ It will be observed that I occcisionally re^ 

to an unpuUished Journal, which I may her4' 

mention was obligingly put into my handa bf 

the friends of the author, a yeungraedicajoffiottie 

In the East Indin Bervice,.not.l<nig agodflc«aMd^ 

His story is a tragic one. He letlt Bom^iay bti 

the suite of a gentleman of the highest diatiocyi 

tion and cbaracteir, whom he desoibes as ^ th# 

most kind, pleasing, attentive, amusing Mmi 

low-traVeller posttble to be met with," and^attv 

companied him overland to Europe. Ampiifal 

other ooantries, in the Course of thdr jomv 

iiey, they visited Ptdeatine. TheooneliidlUi 
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mnymvmM ^int pwt.of Urn jminud wfaieh 
tfigH^is* iPfiefi&a^, have in them aomething^ 
nmy Affffctiiig when contrasted with the fata( 
•tjfOI^. which, soon followed. " In our way 
%yn^ NejBireth/'Jie wfk, " we observed notn- 
\ffm,iagr beaatiful Uue liquna by the roadi^ 
elde, growing wild. In this neighbourhood, 
fpli^ we 4MW several birds we find in England, 
^vHtiu^nS'linneti^ chaffinches, and buntings J^ 
Wdi'WheB jreCormng from Mount Tabor tha 
plbm *f^mpgf we ws^e delighted with the 
•0lQg«f the blackbird, and the sight of a riM 
Ubs^ jr«d4>ieast, which recalled sensations an4 
isaoeistJOTi that had slept for eleven years* 
Xbia beidg'the d^ of the month on. which I 
^^bsrkad fimn Osavesend, in 1817> through 
Cbd'a pvoi^idflBoe . I hope to be spared to return 
tfi Joy nlKJ/re land, and see it and my friends 
ettoa itiore;" • He did return; biit when h$ 
naartfcrid home, be was in the very last stage of 
ail|i«vtel*ditoasey«^-4Berdy saw and recognised 
tlNae Moiwd friends» a meeting with whom 
was so near his heart, and felt thankful and 
tMijipy ID be restKVed to them for a few rapid 
aKMiieiila/H-.ke never heard the song of the 
|l(lMllibiid>)iieir saw the red4>feaat ^ain in his 
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native land^^^nt ex{Hred in tte oourae milAm 
first week, of lut retain* 



Since writuig the aixnne^ I bave beeta.ire|ry 
mndl J intrusted with anothetr M& JoulmiA bjr 
fiQ,ol4 Mid mudiHMtesiiedfinviidi wfa0.tr9.veL* 
leditiSjrriaiiitbeyettf 18B& I«bcnddbe«or« 
17^ however, to disfigure hiadear deecrijptioiw 
wid pleadiif reflectioiii.by intervemalg'tlleni 
iut the |>«tch<*work of mj ows. ooBa|MMitioi% lieil 
•belliiitber make free use of thein In tm Ap** 
pendix, aa Notes fbr the illiUtration of my tezt# 
and for auptUying in part its defioiencieak I 
Am happy that it ia thus in my power to fiimiab 
my readers with, I believe, the ktest informaM 
tm 9a the prenent csondidon and nspeet oACt^ 
l^etiMj a^d although I api not p0rm}t^ ^ 
give the name of my autbor^^whieh coujd not 
iUl to add the ^^reatest weight to hu'obsisrva* 
tions, yet I may safely trust them to thi^ ei^e^. 
of their own unpretending good <iin(fieiHrifitwl4 
pUcity. •'» 

I 
a 
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TOUR OF THE HOLY LAND; 

Ilf 

A SEBIBS OF CONYBKSATIONS, Su^ 



CHAPTER I. 

Nazareth— Mount Tabor— Tiberias—Lake of Oen. 
nesareth. 

Pamphilv8 to Hbbmippus. 

Ci^BANTHSB and I were sitting, my Hennip- 
pns^ some days ago, in Philo'a library, and 
turning over, along with him, a volume of 
splendid maps,-— 4Ln employment which, in 
minds possessed of any range of information^ 
is always apt to excite interesting trains of 
ideas* We paused for a time over the map 
of Egypt 

Whenever, said Philo, I wish to lose myself 
m obscure and magnificent conceptions regard- 
ing the histcury of man upon this earth, here is 
die country to which I turn the course of my 
meditations. Its antiquity is lost in utter dark- 
neas, and seems to mingle with primeval chaos ; 
and this is not alone a shadowy, antiquity, pre- 
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14 TOUR OF THB HOLY LAND. 

served in the frail records of tradition or writ- 
ing, but it is as substantial as that of the great 
globe itself^ and fixed in no less imperishable 
materials. It is^ indeed^ in this country alone 
that the works of human hands seem aimost lo 
vie with those of the Divine ; and we need not 
then wonder that^ in the records of its dynas- 
ties^ gods and men are classed in one chain 
of succession. From this region of enchant- 
ment^ too, all that is glorious, either in the 
earthly operations, or in the heavenly hopes 
of the human race, seems to emerge. The 
genius of Greece awoke from its touch, — ^the 
religion of Palestine emanated from its bosom. 
Nor can we forget that its natural history is 
no less a marvel than its human. Had we 
read in the Arabian tales of a region, in which 
the want of rain was every year supplied by 
a voluntary increase, as it would seem, oo thd 
part of its river, could we have regarded 
this river as any other than one of the bene* 
volent genii who sometimes, according to the 
mythology of l^ose amusing fables, heap upon 
their favourites stores of inexhaustible wealth ? 
The truth is, Philo, said Cleanthes, Egypt, 
in every view which w© can take of it, is tdo 
much of an Arabian tale for my taste. I have 
little pleasure in mere wonders, to which I can 
find no clew of explanation. We read of the 
pyramids, the immense sphinxes, the oolossai 
statues, the internnnable catacombs «nd tern-* 
pies, much as we do of the roc's egg, the city 
reduced to a solitude, every human being in it 
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TOUR OF THK HOLT LAND. 15 

being eiittieed into stone, the rock of adamant 
that drew tbe nails out of the planks qf ships^ 
Aladdin's laanp, and all the other inexplicable 
wonders of the stories you have refeircd to; 
they are striking or entertaining for once^ and 
then we turn away from tbem^^-perhaps for 
ever. I am willing^ then^ to let Egypt remain 
the fairy tale of history, nor am I very anxious 
to have the mystery which sits over her re« 
moved. I am almost sorry, indeed, that inquiii 
aitive peopleare labouring tospdlout themeani* 
ing or her hieroglyphics ; they will probably 
find in them no knowledge of sufficient con* 
eequenee to reward their pains, and thej are 
only taking away from them somewhat or that 
anagnificenoe which is attached to things un* 
known. No, Pfailo, continued he, oficning the 
volume at the map of Greece, it is over this 
coene chiefly,*— of man in the daylight of his 
«iier^, not in the obscurity of his origin,—- 
that 1 delight to eipadate. It is a land of 
amall ezteot,— but is there a bay or creek on 
its shores/— or a hill or river on its surface,-— 
or the site of one of its crowded towns or vil*- 
lages,-— or any of the remains of its unrivalled 
architecture or 8Cttlpture,--^which are not com- 
fnemorative of some exploit either of enter* 
^se or genius, — elevating the character of 
human nature far above all the gigantic piles 
floid pyramids with whidi an unmeaning ma* 
«onry eiver Waded the bosom of the soil ? 

So much does mind and ingenuity exceed 
move exUbkions of pomp or power, that, al* 
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16 TOUR OF THE HOLY LAND. 

though it is somewhat ludicrous, I can scarcely 
help sympathizing with the representation 
of his feelings, given by a fatuous Swedish 
naturalist, Hasa^pist, (I see the book in one 
of the shelves close at hand,) on his finding 
near the famous pyramids an object of con^ 
templation, which, however diminutive in 
comparison, excited a greater interest in his 
mind than even these magnificent monuments 
themselves. '^ What most pleased me," (says 
this writer, with great naivete,--^! have found 
the passage,) — *' was a lion-ant, which insects 
have their own republic. These run by hun« 
tlreds in the sand, in the same manner as pis- 
mires. Each held stone, sand, or rotten bits of 
•wood, between their curious jaws or maxill«^ 
and hastened with them to the dwellmgs thcry 
had made in the sand. I saw numbers of this 
insect'd eggs. They were thrown up in tufts 
in the sand, about Uie bigness of the two fist^ 
and a little depressed on the top. In the midst 
of the depression was a little hole, about the 
bigness of a small pipe-stem, through whidi 
thejr went in and out. I attacked them within 
theu* intrenchments, in hopes of seeing the 
inward construction of their nests, but I was 
deceived, and only demolished their out* 
works ; from which went a private passage, 
eo artfully conducted, that it was in vain to 
endeavour to come to their innermost dwell- 
ing. All the architecture, magnificence, and 
expense that shine in the excellent pyramids, 
cannot give a contemplator of nature such 
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TOUR OP TUB HOLir LANS. 1? 

k^ idest as the art of these littie creatures 

Greece, in the magnitttde and duration of its 
fsbrics^ may be deemed an ant-hill, no doubt, 
to Egypt; bat may not the contemplator of 
Jmman natore find still more to interest his 
lediags, and to exalt his ideas, in the republios 
4Mn9truoted by its nobler insects, and in the 
.glorious performances of their art and ge- 
MUM, when compared with lAl tfaoie unwietdy 
mmnwn ai antiquity, whether thejr origin 
aiconds to the genealogies of gods, or only 
b^^fais with those of men? Indeed« it is 
chirefiy from the circumstance which you have 
■Motioned, that the torch of Grecian jBenius 
'maa kindled at the mystic altars of ]%ypti 
tfait i look back with any considemble reve- 
nenoe to their emanations. 

But, Philo, said I, you mentioned another 
oomtiy , the sacred part of whose history rises, 
too, from the douds of Egyptian obscurity. I 
fcKi A peculiar inteuest in it, both as you have 
itstdj excited my attention more than it was 
ff£ itme^ incHned tmv&rds the divine religion 
iviliich that land has engoidered, and becauip 
IJiopFened some years ago, in tlie course of my 
militajry iife, to visit most of its more famoojs 
nigmnwals. When I was at the siege of Acre, 
X-wraamnch more disposed, indeed, to look upon 
dwse oi^ects with the eye of a soldier than of 
a^fiefaflinrora Christian ; but now I should like 
tuxlwv-etbexrreorikctioiimoce vividlyconnected 
w^ith the interest of their previous history. Fer- 

a2 
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18 HOdBOr VHE JBOLY LAMff; 

Inpt^'tben; ClaondieB wilH]idiilg0«le>'i£l:i«» 
flMNBihis favourite Oreece> o^rer the pigKonfiirtfi 
wbich will bring us on to Palestine ; a&A i£ & 
om sucoeied in giving you amy livel7)]NCliifi|i 
of the famous places of that land as, thiejr noat 
present themselves to the traveller^- X. sfadl 
Jtope that he and you will not refuae 4o i&imi 
trate my descriptions with dassicai and sttated 
references. : ''^jj 

My dear Pamphilus^ said Philo, this is a past 
of your travel's history which I really ins 
imacduainted with. What, actually beett^in 
the Holy Land ? I cannot but hence^nrth entei^ 
tem somewhat of the same veneration for you 
whidi was felt by the untravelled infaabitanti 
of Europe of old, when any bearer a£ the 
fliaff and the scallop suddenly appeared amm^ 
their gazing circles. We must have fim^ 
you both your chivalrous exploits and thm 
Adventures of your more sacred pilgrimagea. 
What a discovery 1 I never yet have beenr io 
4Mttipany widi a person who has visited Bai 
ittstine. What could you mean, Xl wiw l hs^ 
1^ not before letting me into the secxet of 
«ar friend Pampkilus' crusade ? 
* Perhaps, said Cleanthes, smiling, it figured 
much less in my imagination than it doesi^ia 
Tyours. I am ashamed to say, I have acner 
onoe asked him what were his impranioiiB 
^Vom the view of Jerusalem. I sumose'I 
ehould not have let him off so easily had he 
visited the ruins of the Parthenon, oc -stood 
mpon* die site of Sparta. But now! we ahall 
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to some vorpose. Bo, b^pm 
I^akntd»famt uuJp, ana, without suddngmtt 
friend travel over everjr foot of his joarne^ 
agakiy-**ar beiiu|< verj pttrtkiikr in £adng 
OMRfll ptaoes, wmch nobody knows «ny thii^ 
iJMSrty^-qr nuddngexact unMuvenients of cov 
kuBiiB>— ermelling out old inacripdons, ebMit 
whinh trmTetters waste so maoh of their own 
time, and of their readers' patience, let him 
tcU ns the things that are really worth the 
tBOfoUe of JiiUrmtmg or listening to. 
' At no great distance from the scene of yonr 
miiilBiji operations, said Philo, I suppose with** 
]|L«b«asy' day's jottmey from Acre, and nro* 
faaUjwittiin sight of its noble bay, and of 
tile Mount Carmel, I put my finger upaa 
liJuaveth ^-«you most have been there^ Pam« 
philuu, and yen would oblige me by making me 
•dsieufy a spectator of the scene as you can.- 
?.*i tuemember very well« replied I, setting 
out.ene .morning, af^ the French annies 
Ud evaeoated the country, on a visit to that 
pfansiBg retreat Though we associate with 
k only the ideas of peace and helinfiss, it» too^ 
had been lately a- post of war, and had boair 

' ^i by a detadmient of Bonaparte's 

The general himaelf had, on one oe» 
a, dined Uiere ; but now, as I have said, 
jft;was fineed from this intrusion, and the roads 
to it weve dear for the traveller. My way 
began* along the river Belus, a small strsam, 
ahnestdried up ; famous, I believe, of old, for 
the peculiar sand of which glass was first ma» 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




or.TU HdLir hioau 



mdmetvmd, aad^tvme Modkilis; wJieHvitt iaH 
it cpemd into « liouiftifidly fMcle eoiifrta:^^ 
turn Ijiag wofte^ ^«id 'Oovexed with thistlie^ 
but iiaidng* an dnmdaoce of oli^e^trfesjsml^ 
teed over its sorftoe.* Fjumii^ >Shwfi»wn 
VUT, a Tiikge VMifpumcwdj silautad. oa ;« 
MXk, whh a wooded valiey belowy I canool 
b«t leet^ect a aoene wkiini recoils ^ioHUiritf 
the* futures of the book of Genests* . <Cto 
awfeodiB^ the road which led up fojr.the! sUs 
of the villa^, I noticed a uraU ^ the Sotkt'Oi 
ky'wfaidkwas ascended to by steps^ uidita 
square brink of masonry supported by afff;i|bflS» 
Sphere was here a party or women drawii^ 
water : I met also some laden wath pitchei^ 
on t^eir heads and shoulders going down to 
^e wM, die only -source of sup^y 'fix the 
town. I amitfia»dId»lnotiniitatethegiiod 
breeding of the did patriarchs, m giTing-nr^ 
$AA to diese damsels, but proceeded on xdm 
joumey ; — passed anciliwr viUage, whidi took 
Its nune f^Kim some weUs near ^^^jwa. .km 
tnembor liowmsach, in the oldhiotory ofrtiba 
ewstotity, the discovery of a well was a ghui 
^Mcasion for the designatioeL of anyplace ^ an^ 
still getting more into ihe hilly and- isodE^K 
ce<intt«f^ towards evening I reached a «BSudi 
cluster of ^cottages, scarcely disdngidsheldv 
Ihmi the gray stones of die hill ma.whmdk 
'dkey stood ; and there beii^ here a bffOok> mt 
wtechsome females were washings bothanyself 
' -- * 

• Buckingham. '' '. ' 
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and my mole dnmk o£ its waters. This mm 
xmV jitt Nantreth. There was more hilljr and 
hapSkktly barren oountrj to be passed; and 
Maviij|:to the ri^t the village of Sepphouvy, 
otM&k large city Sepphons, I roae up tibe 
numntitin/OEi the opposite akLe of whieh Na» 
xaretb is'skoated, having as I ascended a view 
of Mount Garmel, as vou supposed, and the Bay 
<tfAcre which I had left bdond; andonreadi? 
ing the summit, the valley and the town opened 
saddcQly in prospect. No fewer than fifteen 
mountains meet, to form an enclosure for this 
de^htful spot. They rise round it, as if to 
ptffil it from intrusion. It is a rich and 
oeantifal field in the midst of their bArren» 
ness,«— abounding in fig-trees, small gardens, 
and hedges of the pricUy pear ; and the dense 
rioh grass affords an abundant pasture.* The 
¥iliape immediatdy baaeath me seemed to 
oonsist of about 200 well-built dwellings, and 
a handsome Httle mosque, with a dome and 
minaret A convent stands at the east end, <m 
the hiff h ground, where the rocky surface joins 
the vidley.t The hill was so steep and rug^ 
ged that I was obliged to descend it on foot $ 
and if it were the precipice from which the mta 
ai Nazareth threatens! to cast down our 8a» 
viour headlong, as related by St Luke, it waa 
a station well adapted for the execution of sndi 
a noLUBdaKius intent. 

There is a hill, said Philo, which you must 

* Dr Riduurdfoo. -f- Jtnddnghain. 
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ha/ve heard <4t, caUed the "* Mouafeniii ^ Vlft^ 
cipktution/' M some distance ^m N^OfiTftbil 
but the words of the Evangdist describe' th^ 
0pot where this murder was proposed to bf^ 
executed as the '' brow of the hill whesem 
the city is built;" so that probably that which 
you descended was the very hill dluded to; 
and these, Pamphilus, are striking ooinci<>. 
dences^ — ^much more so than the pretended 
ones marked by buildings or stones, which 
hate, for the most part, originati^d entirely ia 
imagination. Indeed, there is nothing motie 
required than the site of Nazareth, as you have 
described it, to awaken the most interestiiig 
aesoeiations ; and diese are rath» foiled than 
aided when they are made too precise 4i|d 
particular. No doubt they would show you 
the house (^Joseph and Mary, incloseci^ like 
most of die sacred qpots, in a church ;*-<-4he 
space occupied by a part of that dwelling, 
which you know was miraculously transported 
to lioretto; — the grotto in which the Hoiy 
Virgin was hailed by the salutation of tlie 
angel; — another little church, not fiu* ^, 
built over Joseph's workshop ;— -the remain^ 
of the synagogue in which Jesus read the fine 
passage in Isaiah whidi had so marked a re- 
ference to himself. These are the kinda of 
things obtnaded upon the notice of the tra- 
veller in all places remarkable for distin^ 
guiahed men or events ; but they rather, dis^ 
tcact than promote the more general trains of 
thought which the scenes themsd ves so power- 
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fiillf «wakeR. tf I were travdiliig oiw tile 
Hoff Land, I shosld thus ctre very little for, 
0P ratlier ebon altogether, the inspection of 
tiie specs which have probably been fixed 
upon bv the dreaming stupidity of monks, 
rather than by any accurate observation. 

There are more particularities still than 
yoa have numbered, said I. I was shown a 
ehamber in which the chimney of Uie hearth 
id still visible on which Mary warmed the 
Ibod fofr Jesus while yet a helpless infknt, 
imd where ^e baked the cakes for her hus- 
bands supper when he returned from the 
labcmrs of the day.* As I told voa, however, * 
I was not very mudi occopiea at the time 
wM these traditions, and I really think I 
^amined with more attention the room ii» 
wtifch Bonapute had dined not long before, 
In his short stay at Nasareih. 

I am not surprised that you did, repHed 
Philo. This Was a strong tie of reality ;— 4he 
others probably were bungling fictions, which 
must rather excite indignatien than interest 
Bbnaptfte in Nasareth I Here, too, was a 
sSiifffilar contrast ! The feet of the most ara- 
bitmui of earthly conquerors pressing the 
trabes of Him who is conquerinf and to eon* 
quer in the sole diaracter of we Prince of 
Rate .^— Bat the scene which you have opened 
upon my imagination would be quite sufficient 
to M) up the most soothing meditations with- 

' * ' • Bnelcinglimn* 
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oiM: Any attempt at particularities^ Tbo CM|k( 
village reclining on its rugged slope, witp iU 
beautiful and smiling valley before it^ eociiNdod^ 
by its setting of hills ! Fifteen of theml think 
you flay . There ought to have been but twelvi^ 
types of the futureapostles ! But consider^ Pam^ 
philus> the thirty years of infancy^ boybeod, 
manhood, of the greatest teacher of moral and 
rdigious wisdom whom the world ever «aw,attd 
whose influ^ice over the conduct and the h<q^ 
of the human race is ever extending the more 
they are felt and known, — the thirty private 
years of his existence before heopened thestpres 
of his. beneficent doptrine,— -all. passed wkhia 
the circuit of these individual hills, probably 
not a point or peak of thtraoi altered ; reflecting 
the same morning and evening lights &oai 
their tc^s aitd sur^sice on whidh the eyes of 
the Son of God .day a£tejf day reposed>"^if it 
18 not yet a title which must meet a deeper 
sjrmpathy from us when he c||U himself the 
Son of Man ! Do we require to%&ve a stone 
in the village vulgarly pointed out to us^ aa 
the table on whidi lie sometimjes dined; or 
to have a partkaalar rock designated, ^as the 
place down whidh he leaped when he passed 
firom among the ferocious zealots who mi^aiit 
to throw him from the precipice? In. the 
whde of that peacftfill circle, is there a spot 
hi any respect canspicvviiiis, in which we may 
not imagikie, with truth, that his divine form 
has stoiwi; which, if. it oould speak^ mi^t 
not relate some of the words that oceaaionaUy 
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AtO|lpod tfmn. bim in Us priTsey^ or the pirv^ 
naUt medhatioiM that were posshig^ unnoftieed 
Usstimf^ Mn mind? Were there ever thirty 
yeors of an J Hfe to deeply interesting^, or so 
IbH of preparation for what vaa to fottow ^ 
Tbe Tery hnmilitf of hia daily course,— a«b« 
jeeted to his parent^— empkrjred, probaUy, 
mtiM workshop of hia reputed father! How 
fady does this contrast with the thoughts 
whidh moat have bieen ooUecting in his mind, 
and which hare seemed to flash upon the divin. 
ing spirit of Milton, wheoa he supposes him, as 
he must f^wquently have done^ m the valley 
which you have described, and amid the rocky 
recesses of its hilla, to have 

-i^- << Forth walked alone, the Spirit leading, 
And hii deep thoughts, the better to oonvetse 
With fi^otttude, tm far fiom track of aien, 
Thought followlDff thouffbt, and step by step led on. 
He entered now the bordering desert wud, 
And with dark ahadea and rocks eavironed round, 
Hie holT medkstioBs tfavs pniaweds 

* O wnat a multitude of thoughts, at once 
Awidcened in me. swarm, while 1 consider 
What from wlthm 1 feel mysett; and hear 
Whai fton nithoitt comes oAbd to my ears, 
•lU sortiog with my present sute centred, ' ** &c. 

If you tUnlc there is enthusmsm in this, 
deanthes^ kt me ask you what emotions you 
would feel, oould the scenes occupied by the 
early years of Socrates be so distinctly de« 
picted to you ; did *you know the exact spot 
m the nei^d>ouriiood of Athens, in whieh tnat 
humane sare held conversa with hia own 
thouifhta, unien he was released in the evun- 
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Uigitomiiit stn^ of bis father ;-iff, itti^i 
tile wisdom of Socrates atose in silent th^tii 
fiaiky and was not rather istnick ont in th^ 
iivdiness of converse and debate. ' Ther# 
§teiafi something in beautifbl keeping; he^ 
tween Pampiiilus' description of Na^afeffl 
and what we might fancy an appropriate 
cradle for the privacjr and the original medi^ 
tadons of the AudicM- of the Gospel. Were 1 
1»r^ go to Palestine^ I think I should fix my 
aime hete for some months^ and make my- 
self familiar with all the natural features of 
llie scene^ without^ perhaps^ once deigning to 
look into their sacred places. In the saibofe 
way of Jerusalem^ of which we ^all hteat 
)Mion. Of what value^ I wonder, would it be 
to know the exact position on which the cross 
mms reared^ de of tlie tomb in which the dead 
body of the Saviour was laid, and from whidi 
his reanimated form arose,— ^r whether tfaeV 
are truly fixed or no. If they are, they are trt- 
terly defaced by the immense folly and wretch- 
ed taste of smodiering them under massaVe 
buildings/ surrounding them by priests ^nd 
tapers, and not leaving them to the Gpea 
htoven, and the light ofday, and thfe eye^ oF 
die whole human race !. In a place where such 
blunders were committed, it warfout right tinrt 
fixe mosques of infidelity should outhcethe 
desecrations of mistaken or pretended wordiip. 
EVeh in humble NaziEffeth, said I, there is 
8 good deal of such blundering and deseicra- 
tion. The church .erected over what is said 
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to, Mve been the house of Joseph and Maiyi 
H hx^ .with some tolerable paintings. . Be^ 
tpw, in the grotto where the Annunciatioa i« 
sud to have taken place, there is an altar of 
white marble finely executed; and a painting 
<lC the Annunciation itself^ of great merit, as 
Sax as could be judged in this obscure depth, 
except that its effect is lessened by a diadem ct 
gold «nd precious stones on the h^id of the Vir- 
gin. . Amongall the pictures^ indeed, I observed 
a great departure from costume and propriety; 
Joseph the carpenter was arrayed in purple and 
scadett — ^Mary beautiful, and dressed in the 
richest robes. If the painters could have taken 
^their models from the same class of people at 
}^a;9areth now, diey would, perhaps, nave ap- 
{KTOached nearer to truth, as these are probably 
,adll very similar in person, comnlexion,andap« 
^pavel, to those described in the nistory of diose 
times. — Before quitting Nazareth, I shall only 
iarth^r mention, that I was very kindly received 
in the.Frandscan convent, — ^that the inhabit- 
aat^ of the town are estimated about 2000, of 
I whom more areChristians thanMohamraedans> 
. ,7^-jand that aU live in mutual forbearance and 
•iliArmony.^ 
...So you are going to quit Nazareth^ said 
Pbila I, doubt whether you will bring us to 
.9ny place so congenial to the spirit of the 
sacred atory. Whit do you say to Cana of 
^fi^li}eei said L You pass. from; Nazareth 

, . * JOacUogbam. 
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thcanefia dbotiik two houi%-^*-lbr the diiMnn i» 
untked bf h&uTi in JPale8tme,^^-'travellii;ig 
■tloc^gf a rocky road^ nearly eaatwaird. Ca(n% 
%oo^ b situated on the brow lof & hill^ fkcsoj^ 
the.weet, and is heooned m by a tiarttrw 
valley. The village ^iontists of about 50 or 6i 
bouaes ; and more than haif the popiilatioD ase 
{)faristiaii8 of the Greek Charch. 

Does the plaoe afford no proof of the mv^ 
tade of the wine? said Cleanthe8.>-^^oni^ 
re fdied I> except you take as an evidenoe 'an 
-old stone^'pot kqit in the Greek churchy and 
ahown as one of the original pot» that cotti^ 
tfdned the water wiiidi underwent the wesU 
9IK»lous change.*— *<I remember^ 8»d Phiio; 
Dr Pococke a2«i mendmis that he «aw a fanrge 
ruined building, the walls of which were m 
most entire^-^idiether it "was a house or « 
church he could not well jodge, but tiiey naf 
^he house in which the marriage was oele* 
brated was on this spot — I saw wtTuin ISbca 
wise> said I^ and tmnk I heafd die sama tnu 
dition of it.-— I cotild muse agreeably, too>'«i 
Cana, said Fhilo, without the aid of toe wautvi 
1^ or this moaument of the marriage, i iikft 
these quiet hills and valleys ; there is everyi 
'where a retirement and repose about than 
that suit the rise of the Christian insdtntim 
It is more, in truth, as it blends in with nature^ 
than in its miraculous «igiis, that I catch its 
character ; yet I doubt not these were higltljr 

* RidisidsoD. 
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; iatbit age* aiid Aeee is a hoon^ 
JjBcas and tiinplicity ia theaii~not len in the 
onantf age«>alQry tban in any of the rest,— whidi 
XraaulerfiiUy correapond with the more natural 
joddfidU. We make too great an ado abottt 
Ibem a» miiiacles, and allow them to dwell too 
iwich <m our imaginations, as if they were the 
aole distinctive proofs of the Religion. . They 
ave related mer^y among the other incidents, 
and are seldom dwelt upon with any peculiar 
aniphasis* They seem merely to be things of 
4souraey— 4he natural accompaniments, if I may 
so apoik^ of a Divine teacher ; and his worw 
aftd deportment seem to have been quite as con« 
Y^hicing as his miracles themselves to the people 
apiong whom he conversed. So much for that ; 
Mms. 

We are now, I see, inthendghbourhood of 
^buiit Tabor ;— you surely, Pamphilus, visited 
aAseneequallyremarkablefor itsnatural beauty 
«li4 its historical recollections. 
. Two hours' journey, I rallied, will easily 
farii^ you, from Cana to this famous mopn* 
tain, pausing over steep and rocky ground 
JOfbt south. It rises u>ruptl^ from the fine 
^^ of Esdraelon,— nearly insulated,— -of a 
Deaieal form flatted at the top. I should sup* 
pom ite ascent may be about two miles,. beau« 
IjfiiUy, Terdant throughout, and everywhere 
daoarated with oak-trees, and the ground en* 
attioUed with a variety of |dants and flowers** 

• VsnEgmont. 
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WhtB I begwi to be ^idiattated miA the 
^fiuty I bathed my hands and forehead in Us 
^gtt^eki^ dew, and was refreshed by the 
Mttlk of its fitie herds cf goats.* . It jsaay, I 
lifeeiild think, be four lei^ues in dyocuoftfei^ 
enee* From the top, there is, indead, a 
«iagnificei]% project. On the north-west 
is we Mediterranean Sea,t whose blue suiw 
^Kse fills up an open space left by a downwanl 
]^nd in the outline of the western hills; and 
ywi catch again, in other opemngs, smaller 
portions of its waters. From the west to the 
south, the plain of Esdraelon extends over a 
if9S^ space, being bounded im that quarter by 
the range of hills generally considered to w 
those t^ Hermon. In the same ctireetioii> 
l^earer the foot of the mountain, you see a 
stream rising and winding througli the plain, 
which is said to be the brook Kishon of ttoAm 
ttiutv. Then, to the south- west is the plain of 
Gfdilee, being almost a cmitinuatioa of £a^ 
di»elon, — ^like it highly cultivated and beauti* 
fuL Beneath Hermon there we two places 
famous in different periods of the Scripture 
historjF — ^Endor and Nain. The range of hails 
whidi bounds the eastern view is thought to 
b0 that of Oilboa ; and, last of all, the Sea of 
Tiberias, or the Lake dTOennesareiHi, is seem 
en the north-^east, filling the hollow of a deep 
vidley, and contarasting its light^bloe waters 
with tibe shade isi the hills by which it is 

* Handquist* f Buckingham. 
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iMniMidl afotmd* Many spott tte pokitMl'Mk 
<flMi-lJk# plftin at Oalike^ at the inditloiuair 
^se^iK^tof dttr Saviour'a perfomaticdi and al- 
lualilM. Snchaatlie Mourn of the Beaiitiidai^ 
«attaAlriiinB grooBd fhmi which he deBreiod 
fWderaion on the Mount,— ^the dtv of SafA«^ 
eofypoled to be the ancient Bethun^ '' a diy 
«ei; on an hill that cannot be hid^^'-^e fleM 
%4Mrre he fed the multitudes with the loaves 
had fi Aes, — and, going back again to a moA 
store remote period of sacred history, the place 
tutted Dolman, where Joseph was sold by his 
bretiiren. 

I am much better pleased, said Philo, wiA 
fhone distant intimations of particular sacred 
]Aeoes seen through the haze of heaven ,fi!mii 
the top of a noble mountain, than where they 
sore «otually subjected to tlie touchy— «s Hionias 
willed to have the wounds on our Saviour^s 
M/e «nd hands. It is, in truth, a base incre- 
Mity^ rather than a higher fidth, whidi looks 
<MkC ibr such vulgar evidences. As you saw 
Aese places from the summit of Tabor, they 
merely were little hints for your imagination 
upon which to fix its impressions of reality. 
¥rtata scene, indeed, was then he^te you I— 
iH^ what riches of history, and poetry, and re* 
Mttion^nolessthan of nature, wereyou encircled! 
"nB story of Joseph, in itself so beautiful,*— «ml 
wain calling us back into the m^terious depths 
of Egyjptian antiquity ! The river Kishon,— 
that ancient river,— with all the romantic stotj 
of Deborah, who judged Israel under her palm- 
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tre^»--raDd Bmptk, who dn^ apjhi* tra thmi- 
f«nd mea-oi Nwhtali and 2ei>plun to Mount 
Tabor, tlie very hill on which yofi were sUod- 
iiig» — and the defeat of Sierra !-*-yott might 
have ahnoet fancied that you saw hit nine huiw 
dred chariots of iron scouriqg in every direction 
over the plain^ and the poor fugitive himself 
takingrefuge under the seemiog hospitable roof 
jVpni which he was never to come out alive ;r-^ 
then that magnificent hymn of triumph rising 
from the valley beneath you^^-^ihe noblest war- 
lyric that has come down to us from the days 
OT ancient song. Next, another scene of war, 
«-t^e Mountains of Gilboa^ — ^the fall of Jona- 
than and Saul, — the lamentation dof David, the 
ino^t pathetic of elegies, — and, immediately 
Wft>re that action, the adventure at £ndor> 
the most sublime of all the stories of appaii<- 
lions ! — ^th?n all these horrors and remnants 
of a barbarous age swept away, — Kishon, En^ 
4or, and Gilboa, ffiving place in the imagi" 
Aation to Nain,— the Lake of Gennesareth,—- 
the Mountain of the Beatitudes 1 The change 
is as the descent of the dew of the n^ghbonr* 
ing Hermon upon the soul. Of Nain, I , b^ 
lieve, we only hear once in the sacred vri^- 
iiig8,-*-on the occasion of Christ's raising to 
U& the widow's son. Never was a story more 
beautiful in itself, or more beajitifully told. 
Poetrjr could add nothing to it. It is a test 
likewise, Cleanthes, of the truth of our Lord's 
miracles* It is impossible any mgrator of fie- 
^*^ui: could have written in such simple Ian- 
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^Mgfe of truth ;-«-4a1d the tame maybe taUhof 
we raking of Lasarus,-— and theresarrection of 
Ohrist himaelf^— and even other miracUa, auck 
aa the one at Cana before alluded to, whleh 
at first view we might be disposed to ridicule. 
But wi&ere were we ?-^4J)e Lake of Oennesa*. 
reth ! I hope, Pamphilus, jou will bring us 
doaer to its shor^, — ^I am not satisfied with d 
distant view here. I could wander for ever» 
toethinks^ by its waters, — and represent to 
niyaelf all the adventures related as having 
passed upon them, or near them, willi a thou^ 
Bind others of a similar kind, — but which, as 
St John says, in his naSve style, were too nu« 
nerous for die world to contain the books 
which should record them, — (the writing a 
book was no joke in the days of John,<^-but 
the apostle would now wonder if he saw how 
many books the world can contain!) — ^The 
Mount of the Beatitudes, a little risin|r 
gcound, I think you say, Famphilus ! Could 
you fiuicy the position on which the grei^ 
IVacher sat, and the form and posture ox the 
multitudes collected around himp But you 
have yet only seen it horn a distance,-^we 
mudC oome down nearer to these places, if, 
when you bring us among them, we are not 
CO be told of the low conceptions which super- 
stition has attached to them, — such as of the 
precipice near Nazareth, where our Lord es- 
caped from his persecutors,— ^nd where I be« 
lieve they show you (quite a caricature on 
poor Thomas) a stone with several little holes. 
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fe^mbling the prints ofRnsers thrust into'it; 
These^ if the friars say tru^^are the impreiM 
sidns o^ Christ's £ngers made in the hafd 
stone, while he resisted the violenbe that wa$ 
offered to him.* 

I suppose, said I, you wish to hurry medown 
from the summit of Tabor, Philo, lest I point 
out to you there some of these sacred parti- 
cularitieB. Do you forget that this is said to 
liave been the scene of the Transfi^ration ? 
*— I amglad you have reminded me of that, said 
philo. Describe then the stage where tliis 
glorious representation, — ^the most splendid 
and the most pregnant with meaning of all 
the mystic visions which have at any time 
connected earthly with heavenly things,— was 
acted. The vision of Jacob's ladder is next til 
it in grandeur, but is more vaffueand indeteri 
tninate. — The stage, as you ciQl it, Philo, sidd 
I, is a plain area on the top of the mountain^ 
most fertile and delicious, of an oval figure^ 
extending about a furlong in breadth, uid two 
in length. It is enclosed with trees on all 
parts, except towards the south. t — ^Now, I^ttik 
afraid, saia Philo, that you are going to tift 
me of some memorials of the stupeiido^ 
scene of die Transfiguration,— -some grosb 
earthly characters or impressions of the moUt 
aerial and fugitive of all recdkrded eventt^. 
It was but the vision of a moment, — ^not Hk^ 
the appearances of our Saviour afler hia re* 

' • MaundieU. t It>M. — 
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sdifMim, wluck wife fiwqaentand xv^ H^e 
prtioBlari9ied>*^4n)^ a momentBry gleam at 
oeteiliai glories/opening upon the ejree of the 
tfaiee*siDi| Ai?oured disdiues.— -Bii^ you can-' 
not forget^ Philo^ said I, that Peter erected 
Aro et» ber iMi cl e»,-'^Hme forMoces^-nmotherfor 
E)iaa,-»''imd a third for his Master 1— Erected 
ibttOLl'-'-^o, said Philo, he talked of douag sa 
when be jcarcely knew what he was tiying,— * 
but no doubt the £uicy which passedthrough 
the wavering brain of the apostle, reelipg iin« 
der the magnificence of the superhuman vif 
sioB) has become a reality in the fogffy intel- 
lects which haire afterwards meditated on the 
looalitiegi The tabernacles, then, are Uiere? 
—Not exactly so, said. I, but we have three 
gnKtos, which are said to be the remains or. 
ve^«a^iUtionsof the tabernacles^— Grotesque 
Oktrnghf with a witness, replied Philo. Tliia 
cdla to 11^ recollection a ffood observation of 
Maandrdl, a traveller b^re your day, sug- 
Mted, now I think of it, by this very scene. 
£^re is the book, and I willread you the pas« 
M^j-v-^es, here it is:*-^' I cannot forbear," 
flays Ihia vanicioua and accurate traveller, ^* to 
aitfition in thia place an observation which ia 
vepy, obvious to all that visit the Holy Land,-* 
WHi* that almost all passages and histories re- 
laited in the..Goq>el are represented, by them 
tlMt undertaken to slyrw where every thing was 
d^ne^ ^aa having beoi done, . most of them io 
grottos, and that even in such cases where 
the condition and the circumstances of the 
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^ thcnudves seem to requiva iiliwet fufi 
another nature. Thus, if jo» woula aecr iim 
nUce where St Anne was delivered of, ^^ , 
bleaaed Virgin, you are earned to a^peittNb^'-n 
if the place of the Annunciation^ it 19 als^^ 
grotto ;«*^f the place where the bleteed Vvfgfm 
sainted Elizabeth>~if that of the Baptist a <^ , 
that of our blessed Saviour's <iativity>«-4£ Ai^ ^ 
of the Agony, or that of St Peter's rep^nlf i 
ance, or that where the apostles made titm 
ereed, or this of the Transfiguration>-f--att 
tliese places are also in grottos; and, in.^ 
word, wherever you go, you find almost, every, 
thing is represented as done under , g*0|jB»d» 
Certainly grottos were anciently held in greal 
esteem, or else they could never have been 
assigned, in spite of all probability, foctfaB 
placea in wych so many various actiona wew 
done. Perhaps it was the hermits' wa^ of 
Hving in grottos, &om the fifth or sixth asstr 
tury downward, that has brought them eveic 
since to be in so great reputation.'' 

A very sensible and pnilosophical. solutios 
of the difficulty, said Gleahthe8> if ind^ad h 
deserved so much sound tJiinki^g to be exu 
pended upon it;*-4}ut tell me, PampUyiuay 
whether you fiaund any other rensdna of msy^ 
tiquity on the open space which facms t|^^ 
summit of the mountain ^-^I recollect^ said JU 
two cisterns of excellent water ; ^nd U^et^aif 
the remains* of a thick waU^ with ber^ aoil 

' ■ I II I II , I « ■ ■ ■ I. ■■ i w ^ x ^w ■ ■ 
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tinv« r liastlMi, wlddi inaf be tmecd <M^ 
ramd die stmtmlt^ close to the edge of the 
praeijnee : the area, too, is overspread MHh^ 
nABS, feemin^j of private buildings, built of 
stone widi great solidity. — ^These, I think, said 
CleiMitlles, are much more distinct indfieations 
of the ancient city, which Josephus speaks of 
OB tile snmnit of Tabor, and of the wall which 
ht himiflif built round it when he und^r-' 
loek die defence of the Galilee district frcm 
Ae amiea of Vespasian^ than your apostles' 
gfoltoaare of the locede of the Transfigura- 
tion* It would be fhr more easy, indeed, to 
fix metenry th«i a miracle. But> perhaps^ 
you we now going to continue your survey of 
the sacred places in the Gahleeregion, — ^though' 
I Mieve your next station, Tiberias^ will agaih 
Mmind BS of Josephus more than of Christ 
or hie apostles. — ^llie town may, said Philo^ 
bat certainly the lake will not ; except that the 
evientB recorded by this historian^ as having 
disttngnished the Sea of Galilee in his bloody 
dmys, iMard a striking contrast with those re- 
lated by die Evangelists. But I am eager to 
h«pe you upon its banks. 

f ^i»<>ceededj said I, in a hot sultry day, into 
dienain of BsdHelon, with Tabor behind me, 
and a view of Hermon to the south. — ^You 
woFeitien, said Philo, in what used to be ac- 
cecilited die most fertile part of all the land of 
Canaan, wherethe tribe of •* Issachar rejoicetl 
in tiheir tefits." — I fomid it indeed, said I, to 
be llk« one vast meadow covered with the 
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Me^BsAd Vhilo, for* splendid nilkat'y^aKstnni 
liPetii the first ag^s of the JeiMsh kistun^ 
tlffough that of the Roman empm^ down to 
the crusades, and even, I believe, in latirJtiiiiaR 
We have already adverted to theeiopilnteMaf 
Barak, and the destruction of Stsei^ '^nlRib 
vtiry ground. Here, .too^ it was, that' ittt/iptv 
^fler period, Josiah, king of Judah, leught^ 
disguise against Necho, king of Bgypt^ asiA 
fell by the arrows of his.antagenist,*-<6o mask 
mourned, that the lamentations' for hiiA w«irf 
afterwards renewed at stated times, andbecttnife 
the proverbial expression for any gveatmeaontfi 
ing. — I remember, said GleanuieSi-Jdcfpinn 
o&n mentions this remarkable part oftheftsiy: 
Land, and always under the appelladbiiJ«if %lise 
'Cfreat Plain."— ^Eusebius and St JerofDe£.*8«4 
Fhilo, speak of it by the same namto. WetiiHQr 
indeed say, that it has been a ehosen pkideifisr 
encampment in every contest carried on in^tkis 
country from the days of Nebuchodonoaovi king 
of die Assyrians, (in the apooryx>hal hislori^af 
whose war with Arphaxad it is mentionedy.afei 
the book of Judith, as the Gveat Plain of )fi»- 
draelon,) until the disastrous march of Na- 
poleon Bonraarte from Egypt into Sylini-^f 
which yon, Pamphilus, know more tbanl do> 
and which, I suppose, you are preparal tstid^ 
tify is no apocryphal history. Inawor4rJe«n, 
Ckntiles, Saracens, Christian crasadors^ add 
anti-Christiaa Frenchmen, EgyptiapB> Per- 
sians, Druses, Turksj>and Arabs, warrioraout 
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innsq^tdiedidieir tenta upm Ufae Plain of £i» 
iViwinn, aadhftve.bdield the various hanpora 
tif ahflirimtioiiii wet widi the dews of Tabwr 
andcfHermoD. The iravellec DouMan, wlie 
ivaa^n this t^g^ about the middle oif tbe 
ji^f^eofettrj^, tpeaju of a splendid mili%M]r 
spediadeivluch thia plain fiffordedhimas leen 
AcmMb^ttap of tabor. . I scarcely imi^ne you^ 
JStmBOfkiH^, fell in with any thing so nuMnufr* 
iiao^ I Here is the paasage.-^'^ We had the 
likmmm," <ays*he» ** to view, from the top of 
dulBmiMmlaniy Arabs encamped by thoiisaiuls; 
4BBeft{and pavalions of all colours^ green« recU 
«i^ryellow> with so great a nninber of horses 
fbdiffatn^, that it seemed like a vast arm^, 
Goba' dtjr besieged;'— and to the end that eadi 
ipasty^jnight recognise its peculiar banner and 
'^fftsife, the hones and camds w^e fast- 
!Bled>.«onnd^ the tents, some in. square battaiU 
driaa^iothers in circular troops, and others again 
g nfBJiig ' i ' n io t only were Ai]iibs:thus. ^eam|^ 
lef^itettiako.TnriM^ and Druses, who«iaiift- 
fiii^«ah»ndanee (tf horses, camels, mules* and 
nijosf, fee thense of die caravans^ eoming fr<an 
-orlgisdngitQ Damascus, Aleppo, Meooa, and 
ifigpptJ'* 

pOiijfi^saad U I can certainly boast of no a|M4>- 
-MteKke;th»» . Hece I turned, however, into 
^aaJs&Ml^.inllie iteighbonriuiod of which aa Arab 
;Mt yailwMing ; where t^ra were from 4QS0 
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HHiitfe« 4Ar4biim*8emefi>>BedmAlt^of»fiibl^Sll- 
4aheeii or peasantry from thei neigUniachvni^ 
:w«Hiien> ana even cnildren^ aU aiii^kditogOther 
W ga^r confusion. The khan afffinrded «Bif^rM2 
agreeable siielter foom the haat<: in^pvdot&i- 
jng along the eKt^atve plain^ I met, /^oa^ivn 
^Arabian nutilsinaEi> with«faldQii toi ifdf^ 
*«^ilor do I reeolleet any other Ar fc bwn s^^e 
-ftnr y«>tt^-*^aflbei^avd»a peatyoiJtwat QD^fira, 
Ksoming from Tibeviag to the Mr tor .^n^ijljlfft 
' which I had judt left •behind>--^hoef}»M^ 
kig me, frpm my T«rkkih dvesi -aoi} rnAiJlP 
rturhan, (for I wore that 4sostaBte>) >^ W^ 
tMohamaaedan, they^UdismouBtedy imdrpa^ai^ 
(i^n. foot. These oppressed 'peqplG<aa!ie.MdiJii 
Y^uch <^probrium here^ th<it it is ^fotbididimitp 
-Jtfaem $» pass a MussukMSi xQaiint^4> Mi^ih^ 
-ObistionsaresafieiiedtO'daso^ either -oimiplfla 
nqr ««s6es> though to them it is also fptibiijitgi 
. to-ride on horseback vithioat liie €9fjfmfi ^gUfih 
-mssisn df die pasha.-«-Poor penseevted Imm^ 
ites^ Md Phik), on their own soiltol>ft.^o^d|»4 
to«pay this humiiiattag homage to As^pi^ii^ 
«]^[u88uiman !*-F-4^y mn^ feel, hoirev«r>,«9me 
.satisfiiction, in fincUng the Cfaristiat) ^^iq»t^ 
t<deffated too, though raised a peg highcdyf^llfi 
thea&selvies. Truly Ishmael has hadr hist r^ 
VBTige for being turned oat of his. lathis 
bome by his hiu-sh step«dame» He J^vda <tt 
•aHvW'inagnifioexitly over the kgiti«lala jbwa^ 

* Bttekktgham. t Hastelquist. X BatiklBgiaiift. 
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iMlto^ IlieMiMd and of tlie failh of > AbMHhara. 

lA#(titig*irHl it be ere the bend-woman and 

iNVfimi aiie really cast out ? 

')flW»ei c to m i t ry , I continacd, became now more 

raf ged and naked^ with no shrubs but that 

^dSflh is called Chrtsts thom^---and my mole 

>atfd<B(f self sdffered mnch ftom the flies and the 

iMMi I Ibnnd shelter in die shade* Of a fig« 

fMe, ofMfor which was a well where a shephenl 

smd'his herd had'th^ rendesvous — " When 

titoo wast under the fig-tree," said Philo, " I 

stfw^fhee/' I like these little jiicliires whidi 

itsdMl the sacred scenery. — ^Nay, said I^ Philo^ 

yoil shall have the woman of Samaria too^ if 

fmi'WPe ^ disposed. The spring by which I 

sat W1IS ordinarily sufficient for Uie supply of 

-tiO'iieMbbttring village, but it now scarcely 

;f4iMewts water but by drops. I found here 

H^«MiWT female watching her pitcher as it 

'ilMHhf filled^ and spinning at her distaff in 

HM ^meapydme. Sne kindly supplied my 

^iMftti fH>m her' own scanty store.r Floclcs 

^gtteHes occasionally appeared in this even- 

kw^ i^de,^t--a beautiful feature of this country, 

isDMid^nether kind of herd, I whidi brought 

'rttfdn gly the Highland scenery of my own 

'mybiy^ land to my recollection, — small black 

^aJtAe were often seen picking what 'blades 

thtfV could find over the soor(£ed hills. ^1 

'nami^, indeed, seemed to droop; almost 

e<^iy aiAimal seeking for shade, which it was 

■- WinnifriTtltir f Buckingham. $ HsMri^oist. 
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tk» ^eard^ tlie serpent, and a}l aorta ^ofiie^jbi^ 
jbasking, even at Boon, upon i^cka ipMltte 
4Miidy places, exposed to the Motosteoorcftdng 
mys, seemed to rejoiee in the greatett be»t jsh 
irhich it is possible to exist.* : > • >- 

■', A^neit having asoended slowly for abmifr tlw# 
hours, I reached the summit of aalape, wmI 
oamie suddenly in sight of the lake and toi^i 
of Tibesias^-'^Bnd cottld> indeed, have fimd^d 
myself in Sc^tknd,^ — as I was often tem|»t«d 
tie 'do in the course of this route, t I was B%Rr 
on the brow of a steep hill, £wing to the east- 
ward, and forming the western boundary of 
the hallow in which the lake is contained. 
The view from hence is gr«nd and interest- 
ing. To the scmth, inclining easterly, the Vale 
«f Jordan was distinctly seen to <^en,*^^o the 
Bouth-west the rounded top of Tajior rose 
above the intervening hills, — to the north, the 
lo%^ Libanus reared its snow-clad head^-^ 
while the blue and yellow mountaisis of the 
•astern shore served but to give a brighter 
hne to the scarcely ruffled waters of thehibe 
bdlow. There is not much snulii^ soentK^ 
here,*-^but little wood and verdune^ whjfih 
only renders the resemblance to some of the 
Scotch lakes and their accompaaimentB the 
uipre remarkable. The gloomy grandeur iOf 
the scene in general may make the Ukenesa^ 
Jioch Awe still closer than to Loch Lomand, 

* Glaifce. t BuckiBgham* 
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cplptririiy^htn nm take in iIm 4iMd cdm «f 
»•< 'WAtav, and the ukmce whkh reigtts 
ArlWjf heaty^^-not a boat or Teesel of any 
Mwl Mng to be found.— Tliis I ^eold not 
Itafo twpSdbod, odd PlnAoi— of old^ Miing 
aeemed to be tbe great enq^oyxnent of the 
Mlad^tatita of ita shores.— lliere is a ywAetf 
of 'OxoeDimt fiah^ I said, here^ but, wliether k 
iffTftbia ahopovoty or ignoranoe and indolaiioe 
«fliio pe^lej-there is not a boat or a rait, oitiier 
large or email, tfatougliout ito whole ezilecit^*-*' 
aa^aiiat ite few fish which are now and tiien 
isten, ere caught by lines or nets ftom the 
cAoMif^^Well, Md Philo, this is really a disap* 
p^ka^xaent, I would much rather see a jparty of 
MienQDen letting down their nets for a draught, 
^«-4nid boats crossing one another in a cahn or 
In a atorm, on the sacred sur&oe of the Lake 
vf'Oennesareth,— than any of those grettos^ or 
mblesj or houses^ which give no picture to Uie 
fiui^i but xather destroy every tendency to 



^'^.'^miatwastheappearanoeof the town? said 
i&^aa^bes^-^t had more of a oompleta]^ 
^jHoocssh appearance, I replied, from its iiigh 
fkikXH and circular towers, tiian any other I 
^faUfe^r^aeen in Palestine, — and as I descended 
^ke hiil^ liie Muezain was calling to prayers 
froHi the gallery <s£ the mosque wiUiin the 
to^wn.^— I suppose the great rival religions, ssad 
'PlfiiOy 'Cross one another, like a piece of tartan 

* Buckingham. 
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#)pe« It U the. theatre, where. th«yt«u.biiy« 
tdmophed in their tum« and where tjiejr i^ 
Jiear on their cQimtenances .the expr^$iai|e 
either of present or of former triuqaph^ . ^ 
Hussulman priest calling to. the prayers of the 
ifto^que in, the city. of Tiberias^ so, lopg tbe 
grand centre of Jewish faith and learaingj-n^ 
and on the shores of the Lake of Qenneaareth, 
jvrhere so many of the first sounds of the 
■Crospel were heard^ and its most jiumeyoMa 
fwpnders were witnessed ! — ^I do not rec^Uect^ 
^id I, the fact of Tiberias having been rem^)kf 
at>le as a focus of Jewish worship. Perbape> 
Jiowesrer, this circumstance may account for the 
l^yumber of Jews still resident at Tabeerabj 119 
lihe town is now called ; the population alt<^ 
gether. may be about 2000> of which I shoubt 
^^alouUte the one-half to be Jews. There a^^ 
pot. above twenty families of Cathdic .Cbi^ 
Im^r— <tbe ^remainder are Mohammedan^ . * . <> 
I believe^ said Cleanthes, the present tAVi> 
4^ Tiberias is not exactly on the site ef . thw 
ancient one, which was built as you k^ow.j^ji 
Herod the tetrarch, and named iromthe £iii|^^ 
ror Tiberius. Josephus describes itaa boill in 
the best part4>f Galilee/ at the Lake<if Q^ttot^ 
«areth» with warm baths ata little distancefrom 
it' in a village called Emmaus. He me^tieni^ 
tOQ^ that, atler having built this city, Henpd 
w.as obUged to use force in compeUiag the 

— r ti i' ii < >ii— .»^ ■ ■■■I. I II I I. .■■ . — ,- 
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^mte> %tkMi^8 wd poor peoples to it'1^ 
^iUUt^^' tikete houses at his tmti f^yip^/HA 
WmL' ^iTui^ tnetn Isira to Doot i ror^ itl coM^ 
<{fienM'of ft nuniber of sepnldireB being re^ 
MVMto make room lor the cky, it was con^ 
fMr^'to the Jiewish laws and pr^dices ¥6 
tniMnt it. < . > 

• '^Tlrere are ve^ges^ replied I, ef all ^he^rii. 
^Mfogtances w9iich you mention ;-^he ftkitik 
^>fhe ancient citj' lie a little to <he south (k 
vB^ ' ^present one,<— among which I oosemMl 
niaiiy fotmdMions of baiMings, and fhigmerttft 
Ofk^TOCM still standings and here and there seM^ 
HftteA colMHis. In this dn-ection, a littVe wH 
ftrther^ the hoi baths are still to be fbund, a>nSl 
itfNif'^iiifieh A^ecpiented^'—^hoagh the builcfii^^ 
%i!(Mr'tiie springs vs altogether of Mohamraedaa 
#OrkiRaan^i]p, and does not carry us back^t^ 
tii^ 'ancient period mentioned by Josephus. ' 1 
think; too^ I saw some of the tombs whM 
Unere so disagreeable to tlie first inhabitants of 
#h» dkjy-^^iaey are close by the ruhis, and tkb 
^detmy <^ higher antiquity than «^e pres^AM 

"il'^ftotthhik, said Pl^lo, that l^erias Is 
ffp^UMi %f by the Evangelists m one of the 
W^9 which our Saviour and his disciples 
wWe ^ the habit of frequenting. Probably 
tM jirejtidice which Cleantiies noticed pre* 
vt^Ated It from being the residence of any of 
them. It was built^ however^ at that time, 
— ^for St John, . I leooUect^ 'says, that boir' 
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firom- Tiberias had -co^ie tocheitiiot^lvfcett 
ttae miiiacW of feeding th^ multitedeajirai pm» 
a^t^pm^y'md he more than <mcetd9signM$ 
Ae lake from: its. name. We lieara gVMfe 
4eal of Q^maiua atid S^aaid»r-bat iOo» 
thing more of Tiberias than, this kicid»alwl 
«y>tiGe^ — at least so far as I at prepefit(reiB<iil» 
ber.— -0« but I can assure you, said h thfH 
P^terlired at Tiberias; for I saw^i^ hwaslfith 
my owa eyes.--^! should as soon. beIiov«> miA 
Philo, that you saw himself^ Pam]^lijiSi«f«»> 
And what kind of house was it?-*-The«h0Me 
lof all others, I replied, most 6uit(4)f9K. M 
.apostle^ — a church I — ^not so magnificent eei^ 
tainly as that which they have given, him i ^ 
Jlome* Indeed, although it has l^en a chuvchi, 
jt is now used as a stable,* — and my m«fe 
.lodged in it It is a vaulted room al^mNt 
jthirty feet by fifteen, and perhaps fifteel^.w 
jheigbt; it stands close by. the water'a edgf^t-t- 
jmd it was from this spot that the boat pushed 
fpff into the lake when the miraculous dra^giiit 
.of. fishfss was taken. — St .Peter„ said, Plvio* 
must have been a very lazy fishermimfi-ma^ 
quite fitted for the more adventurous ki«4(<|f 
.fishiiig to which he was afterwarda^ dfstiMl, 
if he .stepped into his boat from^ iha /tbreshfllll 
.of his door, — and I would as aoon hi$ti«v^ti>^t 
lie inhabite.d such a house as the tetpplje Jmilt 
for him at Rome, as the kind<of h<M)Ae jou 
have now described. Strange turn of evenia 

. ' i » ■ ■" I ' * ^ r 
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in'ifMs>w^ld! tbMk Peter/ Uvinjt in k^fMmi 
MMp'tHln^ iiAd tAtryitig an that pmt tMd^ 
ikMU^lnive 'his nrnne now attMned ti^'tlM 
nwt tfplmMlid'telnplft exiiting^in the workit 
-«Mruid;iftttke)MirBonB of thdse' who called th«in«* 
«M*faee Ms rnxxsematn, eotitkiued CleantiieS) 
ttfmkdffbr ciaituines have lorded it over tkm 
^(teiitebt'iiionarefas of Chrietendom ! 
' ' Biftke ti8 continue our walk along the 
iriidree 'of the lake^ said^Philo, pferha!]^ wd 
ibidl :fiiid-the real reiidenee of mef^-- or at 
least the n>oC when it was, — and the vestigee 
ef some or the towns in which his Master wae 
mora uaualljr to he found than at Tiherias^^I 
ioiib«yoD will be disappointed, I replied'; bate 
I httve still one' or two Utile notices of ray ob- 
semttioiisoii'Tiberias itself, before I ctfryydn 
ttarikev* We were speaking of the Jews here, 
and'^u' mentioned a circumstance which ao^ 
eoants/for their being so nttmerous.-*-YeB, saM 
Tm^ Tiberias is one of the four* holy citto 
ieCthefTalmud, and in former times, about a cm* 
.tfer j^kft tertfaedestniction of Jerusalem, beduoae; 
lUtt4oElg continued, the great seat of die Rdbu 
^biatoil government and schools* The 'tempie 
tiMMd was gotte, and all the grandeur luid-sdw 
'liniliiitj^of their ritual were at an end, but the 
'Je%is still i«eakied ^ character of a dioseii 
- ■■"^ -■ • • ' ■ . ti * ■^-. 

' * 'Zte'OilMr^tltfee aiefiftplMt, Jenuakm,'Batf4tcflmm 
-r>«fill.H it. a r«OBi»fd d^gsis, iJm tbc^ «wld wiU xttnm t» 
primitive chaos, if prayers are not addressed to the Qod 
of -tnad; at least tii4c6 a.week, in die four hdjr <*lfies — 

BuBCXHASDT. 
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411 rm^^pw MM WMiV'friMim^ 

«lHl^4llv»QU)l^ rm», mhkii^mi^lmihMimi 
sobjpetioiB^.biit iyhk;l»<^<ild ooi^ be 1 1 wiiiiltwii^ 
D«rhig tbw long ydbteUiwfcagtiinqifctiie nB i in i MAi 
awny £ia oharaeteristke of tlui xieoplcinaiiuunlb - 
•&-4nilliDoa of them were 8laugklH»d> hofb tfasjn '. 
st9ined miraenkxitdy to •pviftg up i^a^ian&i 
still t» preaenFe the «tme feator^ftr '^<^ UniliMinftii 
aiid unchanged ;" and even after the dttStoMn j 
tion of tbeir city and teiuftle^. tbsy «(anll■l«BEl' 
t0lcli9gtoihek native seil^^HUxdallJliMiglbtfaan 
nigularity of thdr w^ridup at that central ii{M* * 
waa at aq end« yet tlieir l«w wenmtibdi :lfltt .- 
cxarciaed. the wita a«d Wanuog of theki ymaon 
men ok Babbia> who oiUeeted arawMi tkmi ' 
diaeiplea, and naased that.aingular vrnMrntu^- 
Biiu^bd visdom and triflings idhich hastrfnlMi 
been the pride of the Jew, under the maurM*^ 
Babbiaiam. From the pwrt wbieh .thiA.ftoik4 / 
bnm people' aetad agaiast the Diviee Aiitlki» 
and the »st pteachera of. our laith, we are^ 
afi to look uipoa tiiem aa prodigiea of cb4 ' 
Bttnality alone^ It is ia^poaabl^ bowemeiv . 
not to.admiie their lieady attachnent toAms* \ 
own rdigion, and not to be reacfy to>.hen» 
witneas with St Paul, that thfly had. <' aiiieafti? 
of Qod> thouf^ not aeoording to kaowlBd^sJ^ 
The head of their f«ith, no longer high j p rfa a a 
but paitviareh^ eatablijshe4 ^ I beire ado, hi& . 
seat at Tibenaa, in the neighbourhood of that 
very lake which had witneaa^ ao mamyoitkm 
miracles of the poor and peac^al Plrof^iet,- 
whom it had often borne on its boaom, an^ 
whose wide-spread creed was now adDaneiag . . 
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mm-jor mm milt lawsl 4^' 

to^tkiluiiirtiMd domiidbii wlMitW kw'dT 

MoanJ 'wm incapable of sttainiiig, and whiefa^ 

wtrtflvw iiiig^t belii^iBiateken hop^ of it« 

atttMite^ it was never meant to^ attain. The 

satfte Aorea which had heard the isknple and 

aakitar^ nislractionsi of tha 84m of Man, were 

BOW wad wi^ tile Boimd of minute Rabbinic 

cai'diatinetiottSj and of the kind of lore most ad- 

fanse %^ the spiHtnal advancement of huniarl 

]iat0re,f*«4hoa|^at this period too, and too ci-» 

tefrin ererr after period, ^e Christian schoel^ 

eaUbited, m the inqnMes which were carried 

so j» them* so reikiote frem the wisdom of die 

Divlnu Poonoer of their institution, a cbarac*' 

tat ci thought not much more conducive to the 

leal • iui|iirovement of rational AtnA immortar 

beibga; The preference given to Tiberias, atf 

the givM central sehobl of Judaism, n^ght 

psffii^pa arise firona a notion which I am tol4 

IS stili pMvalent among die Jews, that the 

liiiaiml waa-lio mbke his appearance hare, dif 

auMf^^ece on the Lake of tj^nnesdrethy-^-^and 

drie- SB^ht' be one reason why the people 

nmmmd wsxfe readiiy to'fiillDW tAtet Jesus onr 

the aiiores of iStmt lake, than in any other 

plaeos iHicfe lis ministry was exiercised. His 

owvtownamen, at Nazareth, were very s^ow 

sf ttelief^-^-'Aom the natural reason given bvf 

UiMlslfy: that ** Ho prophet is accepted in hie 

ewA eonntry/' Here he had been knewti M 

dnr^ ^Fears to be carrying on a menial o<xn«* 

patBDivimd to have lived an unpretending life, 

^at his first assumption of a new chiarac- 
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j;0 irytm' on? '^Aie' ttdi:¥ tMHn, 

ter^iiimong tUe^,^trildtiganddv<ei«potireitog<iM 
the itiaftner of it was^-^-^wheH' lie'ttpptilMiioic^ 
lildiself the fine^ol-ds of Isakh^^ — ^withthr^xi 
pressions so decisive and comnMmding'^ ^*'<Phtt 
day is this Scripture fulfilled in ytfiiv vdrs/^u.^ 
was not unlikely to exeite^ as itdid/itldi 
spite and indignations—besides/ that 'Niikak'«th 
sieemed^ from other prejudices^ to l>e>'ptfnlcu<t 
krly marked out as the place from which^nii^ 
Messias was not to come. At Jerusail^m 6giAw, 
there was the contest to be carried on^with'«ltift 
haughty priests and Pharisees^-— « contrttttlt 
obstacle ih the way of his claims^ atld nof'ti^ 
be overcome till that dread ev^t took plACift> 
which they vainly expected would bethe* 6t«l«u 
th^w of all his plans^ tillhe was liited- >tt^ 
from th« earth,-— and it was not till thexl>that; 
as He foretold, ^^ He drew all men unta htn^.^ 
The simple-minded inhabitants of theshortiift 
of Gennesareth had none of these stumbiifi^ 
blocks in the way of their faith,— oind itvJgttt 
rather, as I have said, be helped -on -by>lte 
supposition, which I believe to this day pt^ 
Tails among the Jews, that the Messias wAl 
arise from these peaceful shores. ' • <'> 

Perhaps this expectation, said I, may be^od^ 
reason which brings Jews from all qiiMr^ 
ters here.* There are many families of PDlMk 
origin, — others from Spain, Barbury, and^dtt. 
lerent parts of Syria. They enjoy .here, '1h«> 
deed> perfect religious freedom, — 'I 'auppdii^ 

•Jolliflfe. ■ ' 
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10Q9> OF V»B U0LX hAV». Ol 

«i«|if£'^iM)4M.pnvilf»69 of the place.* Sl)4f 
9io]|iiiri«fti»'eaeBtJ|odmerent parts of the worlds 
tf» galiier ooatribuiiona for their support. The 
Hm^Ak Jewi^ settled at Tiberias, are supported 
alixxosi eajtiTely by their rich country men in 
iBobeniia and Poland. Perhaps a good many 
flpck bereiilrom the idea that they will live at 
tbeif 'eape.npon the contributions of their bre- 
litven; and even if their hopes are not quite 
maliiied in thia particular, they commonly con« 
4^. themselves with being able- to lay their 
bw^a in the land of their fathers. The Jew- 
W^, devotees pass the whole day in the schools 
or.l^be synagogue, reciting the Old Testament 
an4:tbe Talmud, both of which many of them 
I^DoiV' entirely by heart. I went one day into 
gne of their synagogues, when I observed a 
Xi^y singular mode of wcn*8hip. While the 
rebbin recited the Psalms of David, or the pray- 
ara« extracted from them, the congregation 
fprofild frequently imitate, by their voice or 
^j^fUKiCi the meaning of some remarkable paa- 
S9g^:. for example, when the rabbin pronounced 
Ih^ words, ^' Praise the Lord with the sound 
of the trumpet," they imitated that sound with 
iheiridesecf fists. When a horrible tempest 
ofM^rSfi they puff and blow to represent a 
4MMnil y •CM', should he mention the cries of the 
J!j^hlei!»us. in distress, they all set up a loud 
screaming. I observed, moreover, these imi- 
tative aceompanimenta carried on in a singular 

• Burckhardt. f Ibid. 
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^ of fagiie jprioODOfixt ; ,w)iile|aini»irerff 4>Vlfir- 
,^f^ tbe atorinr others. bad iUm^.fargiJiiittl^ 
jcries of tlfe rid&te9U8. .i . •- ^..f> 

. There wiMiId be no posaibility of. lUUng 
Asle^Pf Mid Pbilo,.laughing» ui.iach;a.oepgnt- 
gation^ car indeed of preaerving an^ «iiit«b)e 
gravity. The moat ludicroua oKbibUion J\ m|N 
jself! ever witnessed, under the fonaof wmT" 
f^Dy was that of a aongregi^k» ofi Jump^a 
^ JNortb Walefiii whobegm, li(»naligbtqMVi»- 
meciits a;nd ahakinga, to advance in. thdir.iMh 
ligioua fervour, till .they all got lupoQi.Um^ 
loff^p and almost leaped over the beiwhea* - if 
JUmg David, whom 1 believe tbey thought 
/tbey were imitatiiig, when he danced .befoi)p 
Ithe ark, exhibited any. attitudes or gestufei 4^ 
the kind, I &lt that I miia^ have ayniiiathii^ 
.>{ritb the. emotions asoribed.to his.«i]iau||^h^ 

a Mouse on the occasion* Sut your trumpetr 
ojving^ puffing, gnd .acrea]ndnj§f Jews beii; 
them aU to nothing, .1 ; !<, 

The Jews, X went on, marry at ^ '^^fftmai^ 
ilge. It is. not unoommon, I was tcd^.tOiH^ 
futhers of thirteen, and mothers of eleven. Qm 
OQpi^ion>of a wedding they traverse .the. tOiiiv9a 
ji^.. pompous procession, carrying befwe^ ^ 
bride the plate of almost the whole 4qin9mi<9 
nity,'r-^u)a they feast in the house ^of lb« biidi^ 
groom fQt seven successive daye aDdnigbte^t^ 
A custom, i^d Philo, which we find as fyetthmfh 
mk the days of Samson. He mn^.a iimf^an 
occasion of one of hia marriages, *' for so used 
the young men to do,"-<-and you may remem- 
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feli0lf^'l»»fyiM*'M' ^xprcgsly dtatM to hftt^ c^ii- 
'4hliMk tdf^veb* days,>— And it was on the sev^th 
day that the wedding-guests expounded td|i!^ 
;fti£il^dle, the secret ofwhich, in the meantime^ 
Irli^tMifd hftd wormed out of him. I suppose^ 
oWo;(We nifty find the same custom alluded to 
HJIf^tliehiflleory of Jacobs on occasion of whose 
*l»tff rikfte Laban made a feast to the men of the 
rfAs|^5 > when the trick about Leah was prac- 
fiis^dj whoscf week the patriarch was notwith- 
iCIindyng requested to fnlfi]. No wonder a 
pe^le iii< the condition of the Jews have a sa- 
tisfaction in the representation of the oldest 
cbstoms in their history. They cling to the 
past as to the mirror which they hope will yet 
'femesent tn them the future. 
' >'«♦ saw, too, I said, a Jewish funeral, at- 
tMsiied- by a party of about fifty persons, all 
illales>*«-a group of half a dozen walked be- 
Ibi^, but without any apparent regard to 
order, and all seemed engaged in humming 
t^idiatiilctly hymns or prayers, or lamenta- 
4JeiiB,^ — ^for they might have been either, as 
&^ as- 1 could distinguish by the tone and the 
mtetAier of utterance. The corpse followed. 
Wrapped in linen, without a coffin, and slung 
cM|t|5ord8 between two poles, borne on men's 
Moulders, with its feet foremost. — *' Behold," 
said' 'f hilo, ^ there was a dead man carried out, 
tb#'bt]l3r son of his mother, and she was a wi. 
disiii^5 and much people of the city was with her. 

Wyi ■' , ^ 

fn'M.ifj-* . • Buckingham. . m'.^ 

. d2 
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Aftd <#bftn^ th«i 'li^rd Miw^her, ke^Kad'-filiftf 
|>a8ddti <m h«r^ and said untiy beir^ iw iop <ln|0& 
Ami he oame and touohod tke^blei^c laiMkd^tfjr 
that bare -him ^odd BtiU. And he laid] yitoA 
pma, I say unto thee/ ariae. And>lik ihs(t^w& 
dead sat up/' There was no o(^n'i»ei%' yblii 
fiee; Lazarus^ too, came forth from the "ta^ 
Iti which he was laid^ bound band and'^^Mit 
with grave-dothesy like your JewishiCfUif sei 
And when the disciples came tathe s^puMMt 
6f their Master, they saw the ^isen* -dUthiMi 
lying. But I hope you are bow Toady'toiMi 
out on our expedition along the lahe^' • > " - - 
We are going northwards, said I, fair' I f\efk 
the southern end, towards which Tibetiaar (is 
Idtuated, winding between distant moui^li^ 
arid concealed from view;4-.we are ^on^'dxfe 
Western side> too, you remember. The eaiteem 
rises abruptly from the waters^ and htfs Hdsidjr 
^ne unviffied aspect of a mountainoitii "WttU. 
To the west the hills recede frequently £MbB» 
fWim the shore, and haye ocoasional< plaintf Mttf 
di£^rent heights ;--^here is first the Pkan^^ 
Tiberias, — ^then there is the higher gtouttd^iof 
llle Plain of Hotlein, — ^next the beaatiftxIiiVate 
of QenneSareth ; and, last of «U, wereaxib'tfate 
§oet of the hills by which you ascend to the*hi|fli 
mountain of Saphet. In riding by the side of 
these dem* and still waters, I feltas if seekided 
l^om the world ; even the want of >theboat% 
which y4)U regret, added to the seikudeiafthfe 

■ ' ' ■ ' ■ . • ,. '*< T' l r . i 

• DrClariEe. -^ .,,•, 
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«6CS». hnTh«ie were jew.tftcestDfrllM^! eiBr 

ocfH i if f iB aocicnt' tdk«is of bis p^Mewsa.. I 

fi^liftr imtHnoei upon aaoie cim«lar b$»m 

IwrJ^ttaitig^ of ^ovident antiquity, aadnot, Ukt . 

^di0Sf»a( Aatmituft, of more taodena stradurc^ 

T^aet-ildo^.were from hot qpiings. of beautifttl 

fkMr MMm, ligbtly gveen> that gu«hod ioto 

Attnf.aloag tke beach. A Ikde way* fiirth«r» 

Jk^i^|«ia}l village called Migdal, with some ?•• 

wwii»ii.o£ largo buUdinga, apparently very a^p* 

«tet* is aupposed to be the Magdala to which 

onroifiaviour took ahipping after having fed 

the naultitttdesk . . 

'^ Very probably, said Philo;; — the desert cemn-t 

ir7»o«i the east aide of the lake was the scene 

tif .thai mtsade^-^^and afterwards Jesus is said 

to have retutned to the opposite side^r^YstA 

foeky* spqfc^ not a great way from Tibevia% 

^iA,i, is pointed out as the place where that 

thistaole was performed. But it is likely » thal^ 

asiithe eaatern side is not very accessible,' aa 

maaifs miisacles have been made to occupy the 

ireaiens tract as could bj hook aad crookbe 

criBBiiied into it, to satisfy, the curiosity #f 

IfAireliers and the cupidity ^ priests '^hm, 

a^iittkc way farther on, we find the steep ptaoe 

leoila^ which. the herd of awine ran doitn aaA 

"wate -choked in the water.*^Which evident*^ 

Jj^iib^ the description, siud Philo, did not oCh 

6&ir.'£i.Gfdilee,->*-that is, on tbe west side of 

the ^bd&e^ butin the oomitry of the Gadareatafi 

ov«r against Galilee^ on the east side. But I 

repeat again, I care nothing for the loeak of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



itsme (suchras Migdal preserved^ vhieliJaarcnHlB 
wMik the general bearing of the same^ '.'^^^^^ 
now areresident here ?--*A few* Mahabmitfdn 
families, I said, whose huts arepkiced deavdtt 
edge of the lake beneath a range of high atifik 
^he hills now retire from the watersitandJtIift 
^satkB extend, till they open into the miimddL 
beautiful one of Gennesareth.f It wfeism^BV 
mid-day, and the sun intensely hot ; I thevefioMl^ 
looked about for a shady spot) and reptted 
undea; a very large fig*-tree, at die f(Xit>' of 
which a rivulet of sweet water gushes mit 
fh>iii beneath the rocks, and falls into theilak^ 
at a few hundred paces distant. The tsce 
has given its name to the spring Aiup-elrTixl,-^ 
near it sre several other springs, which. ocaaiJi 
9ion a very luxuriant herbage along the^ bors. 
ders of the lake. . ' i 

. I remember, said Gleanthes, a passage^Sii 
Josephus, which I think I could turn up^i^^ 
here it is,-— that seems to correspond with th^ 
seenery which our traveller is now deser^mir 
f0 us. *^ The country also that lies over against 
thk lake," says the historian, '* hath the. saa^ 
name of Gennesareth. Its nature is woiideia 
ful as wdl as its beauty ; its soil is so fruiti^ 
that all sorts of trees can grow upon it/-t-4ind 
the inhabitants accordingly plant all 8ort^(€i£ 
trees there^-^for the temper of the air ieiov 
w^l mixed, that it agrees very well wijIihlihQte 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ ' ■ »*i— ^ — . ■ . . , , , M . ■ — n— — • « >. tr<ti^ 

N.. •« OuckltlghMik t BacinikiiatdtiM I k\ 
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[ ovdWB mota tumm. SQf 

i|iiiriiitlls CQidett air, flourith tliefei in wot 

mtkity,rt*4b»» Are palni-tree§ aWo wfaiob gmnr 

tetean.'faoli 4irr^^g*tree9 wUOy and olives gvow 

«teK them, wUdi Tet require an air thai U 

idbre tieinperate* One may call this place the 

«iibition of nature^ where it forces Chose plants 

fclnt are naturally enemies to one another lo 

•giee together. It is a happy contention ctf 

Ihetseailon^ as if every one of them laid chum 

tocdijs countryz-t^br it not only nourishes di£^ 

£»re»t sorts of autumnal fruit beyond expeeta* 

iiaDf lont preserves them also a ipreat vhila 

Itiaoppiiesmen with the prindpal fruits, with 

gnpes and figs continually dunnff ten months 

of .ibe year, and the rest of the fruits as the^ 

become ripe together through the whole yean 

fior besides tlie good temperature of the aii^ 

It is also watered from a most fertile fountain* 

3!bft people of the country call it Caphamailm. 

Some basre thought it to be a vein of the NaH 

bticause it produces the Covadn ish as well<as 

jte^fahe does, which is near to Alexandria* 

She length of this country extends itsrif along 

dae. :baB£B of the lake that bears the sane name 

fiipldurty furk>n(|^, and is in breadth twentjb 

Aakd 'this^ is the nature of that place."<^Aiid 

Uris 46 tthe nature of the historian Josephni^ 

sai<^.Philo. He writes like a man of knowledge 

aed^ observation, except when be insists on bei# 

In^/ittloqueBt, and painting to the fancy $ and 

then he is a mere garrulous Greek rhet o rician, 

as X think he seems to be, inadegree, m what 
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m 10VA OF ISBBUQUX, UMJSm* 

3H»il>.have i]«w ff6«d» Cleantibes. ¥eti I^dwe^ 
90y>you.ase right in fixing this to bie^.l^h? 
%eene. which Pkunphilus has beea describings^ 
^DUgh, I believe one solitary fig-tree is all, b^ 
spoke of as remaining of that i ^ 

*' Curling row 
Of goodliest tnes loaden with itaxwt fntity 

Blofisoms and fruits at once of golden hue*** 

The quotation from Josephus^ said I| would 
lead one to suppose that the town of Capbr- 
naum must have been situated somewhere near 
the fountain which bore that name. There ate, 
bowevert now no vestiges hereof any town hop 
maining. Indeed^ all the names of those pkcee 
so oflten mentioned in the evangelists^— ^ucb 
as Capernaum^ Bethsaida, &c. have disap- 
peared^ and all traces of their existence along 
the sides of the lake^ like the boats that have 
been swept from its surface. Towards the 
northern end, indeed^ there is an Arab station 
Galled* Talhewn, which appears to have been 
the. site of some considerable settlement^ ia« 
xttiaed buildings, hewn stones^ broken potter j, 
&e. are scatter^ around here over a wiaeapace« 
The foundations of a large and magnificent 
edifice are still to be traced, though not enouf^ 
to mark whether it was a temple or a palaot. 
There are within its area large blocks of sculp*^ 
tured stone^ in friezes^ cornices^ &c.,-*^pedee«« 
tals of columns, occupying their original placet^ 
besidesmany others overturned aiuiT«nio¥t^ 

. »M .» I.. .^i.,> — >-■ i ' . ' ■,.- M ' - ^i> i t . 

• • Buekingham. " .• 
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rmm of vhb'HOlt i/AMk. W 

•>^WAld bajffitBls of the Gorinthittn'order^ '«tid'«f 
«4ikrg« 8i<^. There are likewise remaint of « 
bUlSy^^'-^h^ dq«Mre cistern^ and chaiiively 'ftv 
d^ptying it With water^ still perfect The 
whole has an air of great antiqaitj, hdth f^tom 
its outward appearance and its almost com- 
plete destruction, but the style of die archi- 
tecture is evidently Roman. There is a tradi- 
tion that this was Gapemauni. 

DrTococke^ I remember, said Cleanthes, ra^ 

ther supposes it to have been Tarichea^ famous 

ibr an insurrection in the bloody times in 

which Josephus was an actor, and of whieU 

he remains the historian. But, instead' of 

quoting him again, since you treat him widi 

so little respect, Philo, I shall read you a beau* 

tiful passage from Milman's kte history relathi 

m^ to that affair. '^ Not only the insurgeiHIS 

fyion. Tiberias, but from all the adjacent cotttt<* 

try; assembled in Tarichea, which likewise 

St0od south of Tiberias, (this position^ by ihti 

-way, does not harmonize with Dr Pococke*s 

cenjectBre, which, indeed, I beliere, is now 

gfren up,)-— on the shore of Oennesareth. Thie 

teatttiful lake has been compared by traveU 

tea^s with that of Geneva. In those days the 

siiGfrea were crowded with opulent towns^ 

which lay embowered in the most luxuriant 

oinehards^ for which the whole district was 

o^ietoated." He dien quotes part of the p8»< 

sage^ I read from Josephus^ and ce«ltiItlles^-u 

" This lake had been the chief scene of the 

miracles and preaching of Jesus Christ. Its 
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k9 fklher lNirii»tiiaB €hcwe of tbelmvUerAd^ 
^mmenyfho mread tbcnr ileU tifwii ili>Miirfatc^ 
•THVid to hsfleotv instead t)f tbe..iiiidtilii4l»» 
vho liateled to the peocefal t^aohey, .^^ «r 
snotts of embstded sqaadrona, anil tbe^g^A^ 
Jitrinn pride oi the Romait eaglesi TaridMI^ 
bad W« carefolly fortified hy JoBepbiiak<*tr 
Bot indeed so strongly as the more i«^Miifr» 
mtdk town of Tiberias^ hut atiU every paft ifeat 
was n6t wftshed by the lake had be^ amy 
foaeded , wHh a itrong wall. The iaittbilaiite 
b»A a fftealb number of vessels in tihtir pMV 
fa ^hkh they might .eacafie to the oppfoiM 
•boie ; or, if necessary^ fight lor theaivalOBM* 
^and ef the hkt" Tarichea vas soon take% 
Jis^tke hMteaian tdates, and a number of tll» 
il»liebitaD<B took fiight in their beala. Tbi^ 
Romans fmrsued t£em» *^ The poor Q%IAk 
leKns (he proceeds^) in their Ijght fishin|^rbo|itSi 
•ould net withstand, the heavy .bafk»-of .die 
B^rtiana; but they -rowed rouAdrtbeaa,! apdrall 
tpebed them with atonesr^-AeUe watfiWa^ 
WfhiChonlyirrittttedtheparauers; Ibr^if titmowil 
fipom a <Ustanee> they did nd duk^gtaiiuiif 
Sfffleshkig the water over the aoldiflBs^ imSwM 
mg. hennless from their iron- cnirasaaa'^^ jf 
tlHiae who threw them approached nearteq^^hfl^ 
eottld be hit in their turn by the Roaaaia em 
cowa« All the shores were ooe«qpied with ^mmh 
lileaddbHTB^^and. they were pevaiied into evwni 
isAttt andccaeek ; some were trnnsfiiedi wiltt 
er>arafcwlh»high hankfloftbevesaela^ nwiio 
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mmu (O^ vmw sour bAtm. *AI 

lP«MkiMfcteAiftiid put to liie ft^rl>nl,uJA« blMi 

^ilMA* i«le»e cmriied or siiranped^ atid itfe 

f«o^ dfbwnt d. If theh- heads rose as tiiey 

^rtf swimming, they were hit with an arrow, 

ijr by the prow of the bark • if they clnng to 

Ihls^side of the enemy's vessel, their hands and 

iMads -^ere hewn off. The few sunrivors werfe 

dryve^ to the shore, where diey met with no 

Hfewvp mercy. Either before they landed, or in 

Hi^ a^of landing, they were cut down or pierced 

through. The blue waters of the whole lake 

a^^e tinged with blood, and its clear surface 

tfriuled, for several days, a fetid steam. The 

^ores were strewn with wrecks of boafts and 

flfiroHen bodies, that lay rotting in the sun, and 

ffttf^ieted the air, till the conquerors themselves 

thf unk from the effects of their own barbariii 

likk. Here we must add to our bloody cata* 

IdgiHe the loss of 6500 lives." 

' 'I' think there can be no more striking con« 

tfbst exhibited within the same theatre, said 

Philo; than this bloody picture, and those 

Whibh the gospels present to us. In this fright* 

ib! scene, we see one of the common aspects in 

l^ch the kingdoms of the world, and the glory 

of tbem, appear to us; in the walks and roym 

SgeiB of the great Prophet of the kingdom of 

l^^^en, we see the only aspect in which that 

iingdam has ever appeared with any thing of 

itag^enuine character upon earth. Go to the 

imqpired legislator of the Jews, — you find even 

ikia' ebdrcled with armies, and training his 

people to battle, as the necessary prelude to 
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lll^reatftUkllineotin the prosHAed laiHlrn-Ga 
tff ^\ie J^rAwk prppbetj and you will acwrqelgi 
aee the difference Wineen his. Uack <of bleed 
and tl|a^ of the cpn^uering armies cff Boiofif 
Qa the banks of Genneaareth^ the sUm ef rth^ 
Teacher of the gospel are not indeed eoiitai? 
and uninsrked, as we have su|ipo6ed th^mM 
the first period of his life at NazaretL^ Fjfqo^ 
idl diose (^ulent towns which Mr.Milman bai 
inenlioned, and of which, it seems^ scared; ihe 
name or the vestige now remains, multitudes 
followed in his Irainj^ who wou^d have nuidip 
him a king* too, had he coveted that d^nitjs. 
ft was to heal their diseases, to siipply their 
cWantSy to- preach to them the doctrine of a he^p- 
seuly kingdom, that he gathered them around 
bim ;"— am^ when on one ocqasion. he had v»^ 
raculously fed as ^tnsny thousands nqurly.,4^ 
were massacred in the nava} combat now c^ 
hti^, he dismissed them» lest they should c^np^ 
royalty upon him by force, and retired into tfaie 
nightly solitude of a mountain, to conve^ap 
jvHh His great Father in prayer, and tben to 
the scanty company of those whom he designed 
to follow him in the same high coot se.of a di- 
yine life, purified alike from earth's poUuti^iii^ 
a^d all its feverish agitations and ambition. 

Certainly this is a picture quite unexai|i|i)ead 
in the history of religion, and I req^ire. oc^- 
thing more to satisfy me of the heavenly ori« 
jipin of the Christian institution. Fo^ obserye^ 
loe;, in the tnidst of its perfect holiness ac^ 
'9fiK9^:t itahjkwaneand social ^ha^act^; ^Me 
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KiMfc.-^vo'AMiimiptiea'of an atiscere aiki'^b^ 
iMiMeAcharactefi Yo« eee ai^n in their eoift* 
HMm OGi(^Dq>ation«>—fidieniiei> occupied in theil^ 
hiknble trait ;-^4aid Cbe miraculous append, 
if^^^^tlkat beautiful otae^ for instance, of the 
Sitine Teacher walking the • waters in the 
darkness of the ilight, and jomiM in that stiU 
hour the astonishfd company of his diseiples^ 
-^HOid stiUii^ with a word the raging of tke 
seas ;«-4iiese are in such adaiirable' keeping, if 
Inajr BO speak, with the scene,-M)armoniB^ 
with It BO ifmoothljr-^At the refined taste* of 
Virgil himself could have suggcfsted' nothing 
ao perfect ; and sorely the vulgar taste of 8ii« 
^iistition, if it had intermingUd in their con- 
ooetion, would have added some particulars 
hideously discordant. But, I believe, I owe 
y&a aacL i^pdogy, my friends, for interruptingf, 

>»i<]i so many reflections, the course of Paas>- 
philus' narrative; yet, when such scenes are 
described, how can they be avoided ? 

< Nay, said Cleanthes, they are <|iiite admia.* 

'^ble, Philo, as being the natural aceompani. 
^netits of the scenes. Had Pamphilus traversed 
the Troad, I should certainl v have interrupted 
bis' tide with innumerable allusions to the Ho^ 

* tatitU: narration and poetry* — You cannot in^* 
fermpt.me too often, Fhilo, said I, for I assure 
jreu it is chiefly on account of the commettts 
'that I am supplying Cleanthes and yon with 
^e text. Of the two pictures, I believe, bow- 
'e¥tr, the warlike one which he has brought 
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ift TiOML'aP^^^B' HOLT X^M. 

Msfiw mnAf hfid I tBenknown of it; -wbaidrlnvtr 
inxtupi^ my imaginiticm mdr« at tliib Unb 
vheti I vigited the seen^ to which it m altaobcil 
than the holy and peacefiil ret)re8enta?ticmi'0f 
the evangelists, i cannot hut think 1 eeeitfab 
poor fugitives making £or the different cr^ektf 
and bays^ the form and situation of whi«hiaHr 
at this moment so distinctly visible tomyconi 
caption^— ^nd these waters, which, when I mpit 
them, were so beautifully clear, that even whelif* 
S!«rimnring' to a considerable* distance -fi^bm 
the shore, I could discern the deep bottdm' 
e^ered with shining pebblesy^-^nethmks I b^ 
th^ni red widi carnage, and hear the gtoana-b^ 
tihe dying victims, and the savage shouta of 
the conque9ors.**^Bat surely, said PhHo^ thw 
effthgelical prctures are much more pleasinjjf 
and appropriate to the scene. The sitnacions^ 
indeed, are in many respects nearly repetitkAia^ 
yet they are ever different in some appeari* 
itnce of nature, or some variety in the circum% 
stances of the agents ; and to one acquainted 
w4th the scene &£ action, how many gliitif^eS' 
could the imagination catch of the composed 
and benevolent look and demeanour of the* 
principal figure on the canvass,*-*of the atten*^ 
tive faith, or occasional perplexity, inthecouuM 
tmances of his followers, — of the eagerness of. 
Ilie crowding multitudes — of the anxiety of 
those who pressed upon Him for aid,*-«oooiB»' 
panted witn all the picturesque varieties 'ofi 

•DrCIarke. 
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or «iiBati4» 

atmM$$mdftmmkiMf*>*<tt of pulitfidait wiM 
9kmg die fwioding •horet/^^r the <«lilmw$ 
ipplwiHiiew lof tha boul^ •kiawttiny the <imitty 
IvAmi W«9e I to let nytelf looie m a Ullilt 
dtfffivpen' these waters, into what ianaoMU 
eaUereirerietb bearing' all nearlj ob the MuaMf 
esBti|fa4ubject, nii^t I idlyt-*af « kind, leei 
X*mttet.bekieye« far more impreaaiyey. endatiU 
mmet engroaahig, than those of BouaaeaiK OA 
the Lake ofBieone. 

f^BAt Ihave told yon, PhiW, Midl,<th«ttheie 
aanrno fikifi.^-^Prohabl7 it is better so, replM 
SUlOi^f there were, they would be ell mnki*' 
fidoA out of the true wood of that of fit Peteto 
oe the eons of 2ebedee,-*— and mnA a Ii%amii 
would pot all my reveries to flight at onoe.F-«If 
the heftba of£mBiHHis,however,«re8QaAttGh fre^ 
quentcd as they have been of kte years, said I^ 
and tonrista . continue to ilodc to the Holy Land, 
theee^ia Ukdihood that a steam-boat. will be 
yotmp, which would carry you to all the aaered 
]piaociH«**and makethe country of tfae49adare«ea, 
eod|)heGei9CeseDes,.Bnd Capernaufn, and^edi* 
^Mthk^' aa wdl known to sentimental travellera^ 
e i >« Afl Rob Roy'eCftve on your. own niagnil»» 
•entLoeh^LoHSond, said Philo, which is utteiily 
wtined tomy imagination, sinoe that vile steam* 
boaib and its cockney crewa, have polluted, the 
idrgin. waters. A steam^boat on the Lake of 
Oaanesareth I Good Heaven, what a pn>&&a«i 
tion^ Yet the vulgarity of realizing the ' SMaatu 
position of sacred occurrences ia quite auitedto 
the calibre of steaQi*boat companies. I was 

K 2 
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40 'VOOBfOriVHB<H(lLV.*UftiaK 

•Bfll.fofuiid the i^voinrke etn]ployineiito«^ tU* 
|Nvty wa» to yawn over some sitiy n0<rel> tmta 
tmoke cigars^-^widiout ever looking' arotmd 
^ismat tbe beaudes of mountain, iake^ oriiU) 
or-8kj,^-or as seeming conscioiis' that tiifw 
were such glories to be contemplated p^^vfitm; 
on the mention of the vicinity of Rob' Roy^ft 
Oavey all rushed adioK with the basasdnbf 
being choked, like their kindred herd»< in ttha 
waters^ to examine the only thing in the kildui 
soape which is absolutely not worth looking«lu 
Yet I would as lief see that mmsensical oaveii^ 
any one of the caves or grottos fixed on in Pales- 
tine for the particularities of our Saviour's his- 
toid. 

1 believe^ then, said I^ I have told you all the 
generalities I remember of the Lake of Genn&« 
nesareth^ — and you have had enough for one 
day's talk. There is only one more coincidence 
with the sacrednarrative which I will not omit.* 
The waters of this lake lie in a deep basin, as 
I have said, surrounded on all sides with lofty 
hills, excepting only the narrow entrance and 
outlets of the Jordan at each extreme, — ^for 
which reason, long-continued tempests iroui 
any one quarter are unknown, — and the lake is 
never violently agitated for any length of time. 
The same local features, however, render it oc- 
casionally subject to whirlwinds, squalls, and 
sudden gusts from the hollow of the moun- 

* Buckingham. 
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TOOn. OF VHB'HOLT • UMKa. Of 

|awd.4««<6oitie6pCm<]fngiexactl3r5;0aiilPlri^> villi 
^ HspnMion of the £Yang«list^ thut <<tbtM 
came di9mn a storai of wind on the lake/'-*4Hi4 
fn«y*notp too^ the sudden return of a calm^ in 
tha midst of the raging of the wind and this 
imtlT^ almost make us imagine that we hear 
9^whi the divine voice rebuking the boisteroua 
diml^ntB? Exactly so, said I. Thank yov^ 
fiaiAphiltts, for this instance of correspondence^ 
aaid Phiio, worth a thousand mere localities •; 
hbti ve shall not put you to the task^ for this 
imy^'with any farther questionings. So w« 
ftittd, my Hermippus^ for the evening. / 



-I'm 
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• CHAPTfiB IL:. -.' I ■iu:itr^i 

»" . ; • . -i iM.ii iNv 

^****Xb« Dead Senr^erieho^Yiew of J^iniHii^m 
j£riiin the MouQ^of OUyes. m. 

Wajftv we met next movnhig, Phiki aoeotiad' 
me with saying, that the Holy :Iiand had taisttr 
80 great a possession of his fanc^thotit had even 
haunted him in his dreams,— -4Uid that he had 
all night been skimming along on the surface.^ 
of the Lalce of Gennesareth, in the little bdat: 
in which he had longed to embark and com^ 
mence a set of reveries alter the manner <oE 
Bf^ifsseau. While I was thus delightfully ^boai 
nloyed, he continued, all at once I* found my^ 
fkiry skiff converted into a roaring and isaiokiii|p^ 
steam-boat, which was rushing along to the« 
aide of the lake from which the herd of swine< 
hud plunged into its waters. It had<«ot y«t' 
reached the shore, when methonght, with the' 
kind of confusion of dreams, the said herd madii- 
their appearance in the boat itself, and with: 
an impetuosity which nothing short of a. dia^. 
boHcal impulse could prompt, were tdmbitng' 
one after the other into the deep, just as iOiur< 
vessel was mooring close under the " exceed* 
ing 'Steep place," from which they wereaakl'of 
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old to have dashed down. The noiae of their 
feet and crie§ as they were scrambling over- 
board, and their splashing and gurgling as they 
were choking in the waves, with the agreeable 
hissing accompaniment of the steam as it was 
letting off to enable the vehicle to stop, alto- 
gether were so overpowering, that I awoke,—* 
attd must be satisfied, Pamphilas, to take thede* 
soriptiotis of this interesting scenery at second 
hand from you, since it is only in dreams that 
I can ever hope to visit it in my own person. 
I'laai anxious to know where you pnooeeded' 
when yoa left the Lake of Genneaareth* 
ifl4iia not attempt, 1 said, to go round by tika, 
akmp eastern side of the lake, which, isstilloai 
imhoapitable as in the time of the GndtntemaiU 
btttreCorned again to Tiberias, and had thilt; 
good leuure to survey it. I suppose it may/be, 
about fifteen miles long,* and f^om ten to twelve » 
bioad^-^thoaghoppoBiteTiberiM not more tham 
six <MB eighty its greatest breadth being at the* 
math end, narrowing towards the south.f Thei 
mvaled plains upon the moujitainoua territory^ 
hefrond its northern extremity, are still callfd 
byvanoame in Arabic^ which, I was told, 8ig-«: 
mftesii'thewildemess/'^^Perhaps, said Pbi^. 
tkist iwikiemess where John, ths precuraor. of 
tfaaMesssah, retired, ^' till the day of hia show^i., 
inghunto IsraeL"-^On my return, I oo»tif» 
mwd/tbe surfieiqe of the waters, which, bad) 
boeii-«o*«ii|oo|h before^ was now ioadeorough. 

■ 4 *■<*>■ » I * ■■ ■' ■ — ' X .I.I »■■. .« — . — ii. . >-i<. 

* JbAftial of an Anonjmums TniTcller. f. Clsrk& 
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79 VCKMilOr «9MB BQILV'sma 

Ijr/iiiii udnid, and I could easfly ha«e{iioMu»ai 
to myself the sitttation of thediscffdet^ ivfae»y 
inrKnoe of the small vessels which tmveised 
tbise waters^ they were tossedin' a stomi, aoid 
•aw thnr natter^ in the night-time) walMa|^ 
to then itpoa the w&Te& This has dften been 
fBade the atthject of a picture ; bat I do mot 
know that artists have been aware of the veal 
grandeur of the scenery in which the miraqii4< 
urns incident occurred.- Speaking of Ms ilake 
ooraparadvely^ it may be described, as lan^^e 
and finer than any of our Guiaberknd(4«d 
Westmoreland lakes^ although it, pierbi^M, be 
inferior to Loch-Lomond. It does not phB~ 
aess the vastness of the Lake of Qenevaj al^t 
though it much resembles it in certain points 
of view. From Ttb^ias I continued along xto 
banks southward towards the Jordan, and'stift 
kept upon the west side of tiuit river till I 
ibraedit, about two or three miles below- its 
ifliue from the lake. The river, at this pointy 
is of considerable depth,* and about ISO&et 
wide. I then entered upon a fine fertile piam g 
and, advancing till I reached and crossed tbe 
Hieromax, I ascended the hills on which- ttha 
village of Oom-Kais is situated,— -built on tfaar 
site of the ancient Gamala, whose rnins idlil 
not fkil to examine. This you know was one 
of the towns of the Decapolis,— « district to tho 
^ast of the Sea of Galilee and of the Biver Jor*« 
dan, which had early become a Roman coUmy, 

* Boekiiighaiii. 
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tadiCBUtniatiMrelore mors of Romilii thttt^^f 

i ISheieia scarcely any country^ said Clea»« 
flies^ itt vdiidi some of tfcvreKcks of thai gpMit 
pco|ile«TO not to be fdmnd^— ^and titta is oaa 
i# themoBt striking circnmstaiioes rrialing tm 
Aain.. Wewcrespcakingyestefdafyof Egyfi^ 
Irhese moniiwaiiti are niirivalied> and idmost 
gvparhttinait^ in their vastness and antiquity ; 
4*awe irere speaking, too, of .Greacey whoso 
lesnins of art are still conttinplattd wi^ so 
irara and H vely an interast But these menial 
xisis of anoient poiwer and genius are confinM 
driafly tn the countiies which are desqpnated 
l^thfrnamesofthoseremazhaldanatioiB.. Tba 
fiaosan nation, on the other hand^ haaeatcndad 
§arpey<akd its original Italian Hmits,-«-«nd faaa 
left the seals of its dominion impressed upail 
drary sail which hs conquering li^ksis trade, 
fiven-.in our orwn distant Britam/ which iisad 
taTba.eonsidered as almost divided from tha 
^<ft>e,-^in«gmikant, far comparison with tha 
ttMMDumMnts of this great nation to be found in 
ediet lands, as tiiose which we possess. may be, 
tfaiera is yet somcthinginexpressibly intensatiD^ 
vdienver wa light upon them,-— a single stone 
W< ancient sculpturay^"4ai inscription, maaksng 
tiis> positian. of a legBan,-*4he trace of thasa 
wails which ware wound like chains around our 
iaie>-^Hirliie acddentail discovery of .the^fbmsof 
OBB of these camps in whidk the iconquesora- of 

* Penitus divitsa oAe Bdtaftnos.— Viaa. 
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^fct iBtmcnrials call up at ootb a^whole^ 
«ip history into our thoughts^ and forini^ vli nf 
eantact^ as it were^ with the glory and we^tnit 
niophs of die greatest of the nation* ^hiA 
kave arisen and disappeared in the evcnlU 
eeurae of ages. It is with deep fed^ing, .thon^ 
Pamphilus, that I accompany you in your wiii: 
over the ruins of Gamala^ — not a ckj of grm^ 
nmne in itself, though distinguished in tk» 
fierce struggle, of which Josephus has left-vv 
laithful a record,-^and I doubt not yen wSk 
be able to report from its silent stre^s^ 9dmm 
poHion of that mighty tale of mortal grandaiar 
wbicbthe events or me actions of no-fomoi 
or afiter period of the world's history have- left 
80 widdy and magnificently charactered upon 
its bosom. 

You shall not be long in having 3roiir wisbea 
tnet, Cleanthes, said I^ — ^but I must, fint dnk 
scribe to you the view which caught my«^ 
on looking round from* the summit of tbedifll 
on which the ruins of the Roman dty stMidL 
The country around is stony and bare, andnths 
hills destitute of wood or verdure ;-^yet:itmte 
impossible not to admire the commaiMMiiy 
prospect, and the extent and gr«ideur ef.ths 
scene, devoid as it was of more > fintshed*^ or 
softer beauties. Frnmth^ nn thr nnrth nmii^ 
'flowed the Nahr-el-Hami, or the tticaen^ienifr 
ntax^ coming from the rnntwnrfl^ thrniifth hifh 

* " ' ■ ' ' ■ ■ ' ■ < ■ ■ ■ f 1 1 ■ I 1 ; I 

* Buckingham. 
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T0VX.OV.SHE.Iil»LVfLAVir« W 

M ilralnlilMmlitfdk^ and Abodk^ 
>oii«ii9«0atlMm,K^4md hetuding.kBiwmf 
kgr Ibeboi sprhigSi iind ruins of a Roman Imm 
•i»itif0clfe». to increase the waters of the Jw^ 
#■1.^ ^rOn thflkiiorth- we8t> in a deep hollow, swr* 
iMuied by lofty hills, was the still Sea of 
Cy&e,— 'on the southern bank of which stood 
tiia amall village of Sumuk, — and on the west* 
SBttbe town of Tiberias. From this lake, now 
«»uffled by the slightest breeze, the Jordan 
was seen to issue, and wind its coarse through a 
desert plain, between the mountains of Judaea 
sad those of Arabia, till it emptied itself firom 
tlib- second reservoir into the larger one of die 
fiaad 6ea. The whole view, indeed, was as 
tftand fiK>m its scenery^ as it was interesting 
Mm the recollections which it could not fa3 
to inspire. 

2. 9m not sorry, said Philo, that you have 
patndtted the Roman city to lie for a time 
i i HiUce d at your feet, and to direct our eyes^ 
itaitfa yoiitfs, to those glorious objects of naturey 
tSBBsing as they are with the roost awakeniw 
■MiooMtions with which you were surrounded 
€llMiHhes must permit me to say, that, aH ve as 
i^flm-to the magnificence of the Roman en- 
e, it is yet a magnificence which, like every 
1^ else merely human, has passed away,-«- 
«tlM emblem of which, indeed, may be 
iipiij!' iicpresented by those silent ruins which 
mm ae0BB> atthis moment, with you, to be treads 
ingB.<i]iider our feet. But the grand objects of 
nature are ever perennial and the same, — the 
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^ TDJ^B* OF .XHSiHOLY. .U^V^K 

$0, lake, amidst all the revolutiona lof jp^t^ 
empire. The. people, whose sacred bisl^oi^j )^ 
rendered ita course so illttstnoup, h^vfi^ ]pi^ 
he^ exiles over fitr-distant landa» — ^tbc^ wi^^ 
oenqiierihg ^cq^le^ who expelled' tfaeDi»,ilMI]i^ 
left.on}y on its shores some i90uldexiqg>p|le|||» 
an the memorials of a sway for .cen^Wf 
IbpgQtten ;--the tribes of wanderiog Artifi^ 
twfw pitoh; their tents amo^g those rions, 9f| 
the soil where their ancestors^.too^ were isicto^ 
both by the sword and by their ereefl)rr49^ 
inhere the pride of iSaracea conquest haa. in 
its. turn been quenched under another fierce 
dominion^ itself likewise waning to its deoa^^ 
jet theriver> the lakesj the hills are. the ,«aiiK^ 
and heed not the changes of dieir huanaii luirda^ 
or thefluctuations of power or of opinion, whicl^ 
have &Uen or arisen in their drcuit Ti^ii^ U 
something in all this, it may be, humiliatuiffil^ 
man; yet die creature which can thus mor^^ifl^ 
over the tall of its earthly distinctions, aeenwt^ 
the very act of meditation, to feel tlmt it» Jt;^ 
belongs to the atabilities c^ existence in awte 
bigher part of its natmre,rwt is more amiw4 
4he streams, and the lakea^ and thsijhiUs, th^ 
the decaying orfumns of lalien empire,. 4ha^ 
the mind of man feels its energies to e9Epa]i4v 
and if any voice can arise, from the mid^ti pf 
them which attaches its destinies to asphfD^f^ 
existence even beyond the reach of tkfir im«. 
terial .permanence, — ^it listens with eag^u<Qs^ 
t^the soimds, nor seems to rdseits asptratii^ 
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tli^liKft' faif'dHtiltittg* them Ifi/ and teeei^tijk 
Olitt^as^^'Urit)^ ^iratets of its being: And 
mdSt^(^ ^iceneB whTch^ fWmi' the eininened' 
iTwhfd^ lieK^s teonducted'us^ PamphiluB ha* 
imW^pbiTited ok%t to 'us,-^tuch a -vmcvlum 
i^j^g' I Hear it rising from the <' stiil Sor 
^'Gbnlee/^ and edioing down the stream df 
th^^7ordan. It was in this circfuit that the 
myfrtisn first opened to* the genuine wotftl» 
«fP vHtnottAMty ; and if, as a mortal being; he 
S**iAvBC^ far below the endnring fbrms of 
morei — as the candidate for the higher ex« 
iiltenee^ the sounds of which here first dk* 
tf^My met his apprehension, — ^he can look 
tiiti iipotk Nature itself as onlj the passhig 
iWon of his infant dream, 
p Persuaded as I am of this, Gleanthes, you 
n^k not wonder that the memorials of Chris* 
itiafi'beHef awAken in my mind a much deeper 
Mtl^test than any of those which point merely 
i6*tibe Tanishing empires of man. And whens^ 
K^ can i Ibok witn unexhausted interest t» 
thi&eniemorNils?' Not surely to the pompous 
|Mr{>le, which may be the well-meant tribute <if 
b^Mo^n demotion, though^ perhaps, not less fre« 
qt^dy of human vanity; — ^bot at the best it 
n Wtill man that spealcs to me there ! I care 
chtfy, tben^ to find them in the living reminlsi. 
feenHes c(f Nature^— amidst the mountain«> 
ktid the seas, and the tirers, which first heard 
tMlMT ]^ibu1 tidTngs,^-'^or that still seem^'iwwbtfei' 
'^¥1^ tegion they are found, as a g0fip4i *iMtA 
yS^^$M of Ood to utter them^-;-^ is otilj" 
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til^tttibliisie dbjectftof mture Mrh}ieb^til«^Mnn» 
Mlveib the nearest to immortality^— -<wil^ii(4kidl 
^he words of immortAtity ean be rif^lnly>aaio» 
ekf ed ;-^r^inD of temples or of 'theatvetisltt 
die proper signs of the decay of mortal envpiM 
and magnificence,- — or the croWded dity and 
tbe gilded palace^ of its present exisibeneet;-*!*- 
bnt it is the mountain-circuit of Naaaivdi'Oi^ 
of €l«nnesareth^ — or the calm lake or winding 
0tt«am which they encircle,-M>r the! rtmtau 
blan^es of these in every other land^ that itSI 
bi*ing us back most effectually into the "]»•«• 
senee of the Prophet of immortality^ or ^xoftk* 
us still seem to hear the gracious sounds tbat 
itattiefrom his hallowed lips« The connexion 
of nature with the gospel has been^X'^ao) 
Mwiays too little feH^ — and this insensib^^ 
has been one of the prime sources of the cwr* 
ruption of that pure system of truth. Mamnusk 
ever connect it rather with his own thoa^te 
and his own theories^ than leave it to Che gmnd 
and beautiful connexions which its great 'And 
beneficent Author has wound around it. Wm 
are all^ in our way^ much like the EknpiseBi 
Helena. We must eagerly look for thielinvi 
cross and the actual sepulchre, or someequalhr 
ifontaslic vehicle or mode of faith^andbm)dtMbi>^ 
pies of our own fictfon about them,--^w&iiitt|it 
ever raise, like Peter^ our own little humaii^l&*» 
bernacles^ — to Moses^ — ^to Elias^ — or to Christ; 
while we turn away our eyes from the grand 
living temples^ in which only the discoveries 
of a Divine faith can be worthily ensbrified> 
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iOiMMni^, i£ w« wiU bttt^wwidw forth into 
«iiPiOiirii\fieldii and mlioiig ihii? own hilU «nfl 
fte«ni8« and meditate there on the wriftw 
fRillnirriMvn words of inlp»atioa«'-"4U)derQai^ 
ineaivw^itei the truest and moat living temnlef 
in OlMrown boaoma But I l»eg.yoor paroopi 
4aa*nlhe8,>— I foi^^ot tbaU all this time, jm 
•asilonging lo turn up some of the &actvrf4 
ro sis ffs that asark the oaee extensive awafr ai)4 
Jka now &ded glnry of the Mistress of ib^ 
mm(id,;r-it is a natnfal and not an unfdifyl^g 
f0e«pation.( — Conietben^ PaBsphiliis>*-lead ti^ 

...i fooad then* I said, the length of theeiiy 
to he about half a mile* and its breadthj per^ 
haf^i'Ofie^fottrth lessj^-no remarkable extettt 
omtBLua^j ; yet even in this small space ther0 ani 
laany marks of the great style of performsnoe 
aC wia distinguished people. The eastern gate 
tf lontvanoe has its portals still remainii^ 
SWomi'benoe a noble street run jtbrough t|io 
whrole length of the city, abojat thirty fe#t in 
hrernHb from pillar io pillar* as it bad a co« 
hmoade of the looic and G^nthian ordemi 

S; intervals^ lining it in avenues on each side* 
bm street was paved throughout wjth fine 
•^nared blocks of the black, vc^canic stone^-^ 
aira. jibia pavement was still so perfect that thf 

' .-. . 

• J^ee^ a late very beautiful and comprehensive work pn 
tne" genius of the Christian morality, entitled ** TlieTrue 
Phtf'of » Uving Temple." 
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t«te^idf 'CWfiflige-K^eels 'tir€»» to ise-iieeftMdt 
<lf diflRsrent b^eadths^ and about an 'ittclkTiiR 
depth, as is represented at the ruinsof Beninlffl 
in Italy.* . . rt 

Magnificent! said Cleanthes^-«*4iiark IttRir 
time and distance give sublimity to tke- mdit 
vulgar object. We think nothing of rut* lik 
our own roads or streets, — ^but what grandeur 
in those over which nearly 2000 year^ have 
piissed, and which were impressed by Roman 
vehicles, now silent and motionless for sotnan^r 
4iges ! They are more sublime even than th!e 
stately pillars themselves, because they mingie 
us more among the daily occupations of audi 
distant ages^ and seem more completely to an- 
tilhilate the space between. 
' The first edifice, I continued, which pve- 
sented itself on entering at the eastern gate, 
' was a theatre on the left, the scene and firoBtwf 
which were entirely destroyed ; but its beiiclKs 
were still remaining, and it faced towaidis'tike 
' tiorth. Still farther on were appeaimcsawf 
an Ionic temple, the colonnade of the tstnefet 
being continued ; and at about the ceiitrerlt>f 
its length, a range of Corinthian colraniiSi ton 
pedestals, marked the site of a grand edifice «ln 
the left. Not a column now remained) entot, 
but the plan could be distinctly ^r8bed«<i«A.t 
the southern end of this edifice waa'ft*seaaAd 
theatre, open toward the west, and &oxitibg 
tile central cross-street which here inteneoUed 
i- ■* '■■ '■ ■■■■ ... I , t ^. » i ■ 

* Buckinghua* 
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tbechjrifrodi novlrh to sontii, at i%ht «n^h0 
witlki^e larger one' running ftosA east t6 irel^ 
E0V0t66fcdnd theatre had only a portion oC'ila 
front preserved^ — ^but its benches and dooife of 
Mrttaiioe^ the paviement of its atage^ and part 
nB'its scene, -were as perfect specimens aal 
faave' met with. 

til All- silent, said Cleanthes, where the toar 

■and the shout o£ multitudes once prevailedy*^ 

;idi aiUnt from century on to century !— »whiit 

«n awful pause of time 1-^^yet how much goin^ 

4*1 elsewhere, while the pall of death was bung 

^nwr these once crowded and bustling resorts 

'Jof pride or gaiety ! How many ardent ptir« 

suits, and variations of enjoyment, or disaster, 

or anxiety, in that very land, and undor'the 

flfa^dow f» these ruins themselves whidi were 

0BQe the animated abodes of Rmnan civilisation 

^•if splendour ! It is true, Philo, man is nothing 

-ssiue greatest, but I doubt whether yoa«an 

lind any distinct source of interest for him he* 

^(yoBfl the present scene of his labours. lam 

;^Dn^froin checking his aspiring hope8|-^-4iut 

tnhey^agre purposely left indefinite, that he may 

'iBotraiiBCt the cultivation of interests and aieic« 

itioD^ that lie beyond his sphere ;-*-«nd' it is 

lelriedy as carrying him out of ^e oircle«an 

;Arhi4^faonva9 destined to move, and leadisg 

biuciv<pFematurely into higher regions, that? I 

iifikUks the influence of mere popular rdigioBS. 

I'W'Ouklyoa eontem]^ate the ruins of a mookis- 

tery, or the cell of a hermit, as pregnant with 

associations more ennobling to our nature than 
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gvAnnf ').••'. II-), [)iifi. 

, Cart«ril3r not, said Philo j imt it waanMt lh0 
geMHse spirit <^ the cr^ed wiiich ipjaa uAfoldsA 
•n the sbores of Gemieaaveili ii^ hmnima 
ftgiplod the ocmveDtorthehermita^e.^ 'JtviejnBi 
ndeed^ is perpetually raised to bea¥e|i».bilttilii 
Hspe ai^ no less constantly ammig.lhe w alk* tf 
■sea.. In all merely humim institutions: iIm 
divine connexion is wanting. The kingd»nl» 
of I the eavth chain the spirit of ttheir . YOtMm 
totbe soU,**^lie reyeries of the enthusiast look 
fiif die kingdom of heaven only where theffisab 
otf mortality cannot enter inr^the Teacher joS 
ibe gospel has opened to lus disciples the be« 
pioningsof that Kingdom^/eYenupon earth, aad 
m she very bosom of* earth's interests, . Tims it 
does not refuse its sympathies to every thray 
|hat is great and glorious in* human operations^ 
bswever incomplete they may. bo .and tmaflft^ 
tery,t-*-bnt it confers on them ra^r a'aesr 
l^ry, by regarding them as the image of aom&v 
w&at-nnrfeGt and unperishing. But .pe^ceed^' 
Pttapnilus, if you please> — what othee monoi* 
ments of Roman grandeur did you lig)»t upon h 
' Nothing more of their living glaries» 1 aaidv> 
bat tokens that they were a people magnificenEt 
even in death. I .came to the burial-rplace 4d 
the city, and entered one of the grottos for dba* 
dead, prepared widi much care and JidMiw;.* 
On entering I found an excavateil obttSber aif 

• ■ ■«■ ' ■ ■ ' i...i.>i. . . — Wrfj." 

• Bttckingham. ' ""».'* 
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Utmtmw^ imfbiH htai^^' tvrdve pBefii loa^ 
and ten broad ; and within it a amaller roan^ 
«dt imrav thui'ton feet deep» and twelve wide ; 
M'ivMe^mreg^Qlarlj hewn, without regard to 
vflifofwlty of dimensions or design, and hav«« 
iag'flto Valla and roiofa quite ro«gh ; the outev 
fiNrnti^howeveVi waa extremely p«€eet, and waa 
dtacended to by a gradual slope, the apaoa 
bdag" cut away out of the hill. The rock oak 
e6'«i^hioh the chambers were excavated maa a 
•oarae gray limestone; but the portals and at^ 
ohiaeotnre of the door- way, aa well aa the daoc 
ilstlfy were of black basaltic stone. The port4 
ila -were aolid, and, though plain, weU«4uewii> 
and squared. The architrave, which wa/» broaA 
AmI ofiep, waa ornamented in front with bmata 
^frfoaarse execution. The door, which wai( 
l^ivich spans high, was panelled by a double 
moulding; in fine oblong souares, and dividk 
•ithy a perpendicular line, left in relief upon 
ils^centre, and resembling exactly a bar of iroiv 
inth .five studs, like the beads of iron boltai 
mie greatest peculiarity was, perhaps, tha 
malli stone knocker in the centre of one of thtt 
ntmailpj cut like the seeming iron bars and 
Dbha^ aU of it of one solid stone, and of a piece 
with .the; door itself ; so as to give it the appear* 
anc0 of a well-isecnred dwelling on approach* 
iagr itw ' The door was fixed by a long circulate 
8|iittdle, running up into a cell in the thick and 
8B^d architrave above, and a short iower pi-i 
Tot, bedded in a shallow socket* in the threa^ 
hold below, — ^these pivots being both of a piece 
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dn tbtf^otiCdide witli tnud, ot bedeath^ 
wiren from t^e hair Mid' wool of their hmm^ 
flocks. The whole' population doesi not ^xemt^ 
369,-^-^ll MohamtnedaTis. One of the UndnrT 
Roman tombs which I visited is occupied 4i^ 
a carpenter's shop,-- another, still mote pei** 
fbct, was entirely cleared out and used SfS^lP 
pnrate dwelling. Though the females of -thr 
fimiily were within, I was permitted to^nteiv^ 
and descending by some steps found all thig^ 
ornamental decorations before described,-— the 
door with its panels and studs, and'mOviiigf 
easily on its stone hinges ; and at one coriM^ 
of the room, which was about eight ftet m 
height, and twelve paces square, with no liglit 
but what came in by the door, a perfect -sa^i 
eophagus, now used by the family as a ebestfbr* 
com and other provisions. • '' 

^ This is not quite like the noble dust of Alot* 
ander, said Philo, stopping a beer barrel ^---yiti 
I dare say Cleanthes thinks it but a mean esit* 
ployment for a sarcophagus of one of his oM 
Bomans to become the meal-chest of an Am^ 
bian peasant. But where did you now praik: 
CBed, Pamphilus } — Through a country^ aaie^ 
not very promising, and which did not asgw 
that it was to lead to any scenery of muA 
beauty or fascination. It consist^ for a^tiaifc 
of bleak stony hills, with scanty soil, and ^w 
spots even capable of cultivation. I fiksacil 
some Mohammedan villages, and rested a spacft 
in a square tower with loop-holes, and otlier 
marks of Saracenic work; in one of them 
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iMmod. FalMurah.* C<mttntting onr w«7^ 'I> 
madied a« stony tract of hiU, in wnidi wero 
4we ^ow grottosi and a number of sepulchrai 
bcrvrn down into the rock, exactly aa our camu 
ndn graves are now dug in the earth. Somm 
q£ them were several feet in depth, othera 
qply a few inches below the surface, and all 
wtfre now full of water. Thev were exoeed* 
in^y numerous, and seemed, from their want 
tf^ uniformity in size and relative poeition, aa 
wtfU aa from the peculiaritv of their cdnstmo- 
ti0D> to have been the works of a very distant 
a^ and the sepulchres of a rude people.-*^ 
I^ng before your Romans, I suppose^ Cleans 
tea, said Philo. — ^But people of whom wv 
kaow nothing, said Cleanthes, go for nothing ; 
tiaterejortes ante Agamamnonaf&c, Yet are W0 
not now in the country of Og, King of Basha»f 
He it a personage of glorious renown,-— at least 
hbbedstead is. Bid you see any of these sepnk 
I aa long as it is described to have been, in 



to faave been taking his last sleep ?-— I did not 
take an accurate measure of them, said I, but 
ptitMrl another village in a country somewhat 
mi^avKiring, and with the mined arches of aa 
oid-moaque beside it, which are mingled with 
cue or: two Doric columns that mark an ago 
dT' tftill greater antiquity. — ^Roman temples, 
(yb» Jewish has long been without one stone 
afKHaaaotfaer,)— Christian churches,—- Saraem 

* 'i' I I.. .. -■..- ' i I .- 

^ -^ • • BadOngham. - 
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mosques^^-^iU^ in these regvonay. ia opf fidtav-» 
«bip of decav ! said Cleantbes j-^^is it impos- 
Aible> after all, that something better th^n apy 
cMe of them should not yet regulate the faiUi 
lUDbd devotion of enlightened men? — Nothing 
bettei?> said Philo^ can^ I am siire^ ever dawn 
upon Uie brightest generations of mankind than 
the glorious declaration made in the first rise of 
the gospel^ thi^t the " hour was comings and 
inow wa6» when the true worshippers should 
wovship the Father in spirit and in Uuth/' and 
jiot confine their adorations within parti^ 
jcreeds^ either at Jerusalem or on this or that 
mountain. If the churches of Christianity have 
too often shrunk down from this grand model) 
and become too similar in their dimensions to 
the Jewish^ or even the Heathen temple^ or tjie 
Mohammedan mos(]^ue^-^what reformation is 
required but a recurrence to those first prin- 
ciples to which no future age can add anjr 
lijbd;ig,-<-though it is to be hoped they may bci 
y4^ better understood, and far more perfectly 
evolved ? 

I then reached^ I continued> the little village 
of Aidoone, consisting of about 30 or 40 dweU- 
ings, singularly seated on the brow of a rude 
cliff or quarry y in such a way that many of ita 
buildings are half constructed of masonry, and 
half gained by excavation firom the rockj,*-«iid 
afterwards came into a much richer country^ 
though bearing the marks rather of former 
than of present cultivation ;•— there was a fine 
green turf^ and the stones laid out in ridges to 
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nnfk Aeboundarle9of inclognres,— and intither 
plae^ ff&thered up in heaps^ as if to clear tike 
sioil, ^nie road tlien led into wood^ and into 
die ttiost beautiful scenery tliat I can well r^- 
i&ember^ ^Ich I certainly fek to be quite an in« 
denaSufioiKtkm for any hasard or priirstioti which 
laSgfat attend a joumey to the eastward of the 
Jordim. Itwasqoiteofapark4ikecharacter^-^ 
the woods not more crowded than was required 
lor an agreeable shade, but opening hito de^ 
Hghtful alleys tyf the freshest sreen, or into plea* 
sing dells, crowned on all si^ with ttees. ftff 
one <if these I fell in with a famall enca mp ment 
of Bedouins striking their tents, and removing 
ftatti the ftiore opeti part of the vale into the 
sheltier nf the trees. There I found a large 9rt 
kthdled,** and I was provided by this faospi« 
table race whh warm cakes, coffee, and a pipe. 
I renwdned with them about half an hour, and» 
ivhen I recommenced my journey, die woods 
became thicker and more in the character of a 
fefest,«-'4he road lising oyer heights, or de^ 
aoending into yalieys, profusely and beautifnll j 
trt>6^[ed, chiefly with ever-green oaks beldw, 
and pines upon the ridges of the hills abote. 

I reached the village <^Soof,-«-^ no dlMailce 
ttMk the ruins of a Roman dty still greater and 
ttiore famous than Gamfilii,'-4hoseof Gerasa on 
the mo^t easterly point of the Oilead Moun» 
t^^,««.for my road had always been bending 
m ^at direction while I was travellfng to the 

* Budciftgham. 
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80iilili» I likewise perambulated its tmft^^ 
bat I aball not enter so minutely into .the 
detoription of them, tfaougfa in the|naely«s 
much finer and more complete than the ofhms* 
For here you have not oidy the remaina of a 
temple or two^— 4he |>illars that skirt a 8treet»Frr 
or the singular repositories of the dead.;— '^lU 
there are triumphal arches, — the form disUnctly 
marked of a fine nanmachia,--^ circular Ionic 
colonnade,— a long row of Corinthian pillars 
designating the line of a street,»-4n altar with 
the name of Marcus Aurelius very legible>-<^ 
temples in much more entire preservatioiv— 
ether col<mnades, — theatres,-^-«rched builds 
ingS'With domes,— detach^ groups of Ionic 
and Corinthian colunms,^ — bridges,f— <aqu»-. 
ducts,'-Hind portions of large buiTdin|^ scat- 
tered in every direction. After quitting ^thia 
city, I turned round to take a last view of 
iit, aod wftfr delighted with the magnificent 
fcene which it presented. Though standing 
on a rising ground, it seemed firom this poiMfc 
of vi^w to be seated in the hollow of a gmod 
#nd deep valley, encircled on all sides byi^fty 
mpuntains now covered with verdure, and Imy^ 
log part of its oivn plain below in cultivatioiu* 
The circular colonnade,— the avenue of Coiin* 
thian pillars, forming the grand 8treet,"*f^he 
southern gate of entrance,— <-the naumachia,— 
and the triumphal arch beyond it,--4he theatres^ 
the temples, the aqueducts, the baths, and all 

* BtteUnghaiD. 
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Hm^mmM^ of mMe boMings ^vliicb*ite 
iibbcv presented their vettim to the viewv 
'vntecd to indioete a dty bii& only for liwny 

IfWiilfo, said Cleanthet, wm a fliera ooloakl 
tmnti In la Ibreigu proyince, distut from tim 
tm^ML of ditt gneat empire to which it b^ 
Umgtd, and scarcely noticed eidier in aacnd 
or pmfane history ! What an idea does tins 
Vi^montation give us of diat nrifhty nationri 
tn two thousand yean hence^ what vesti^ 
wtil Britain have left of its extended wings at 
'pMant atretehing over the east and the westt 
«u;blo rukis> per heps, replied Ph^o/'*4br I tMttk 
«ieiof tiie influences of Christittiity on the 
^ao^Hl h (widi the exception, perhaps, of the 

^id Gothic churdics of the Middle Ages), 
is is less on the substantialmasses of matter, 
VtMk on the creations of mind, that the exer^ 
ttons of mankind have, since its era, been e& 
m«ded. We do not now seek durability by 
«ftilding,«-bnt by arts, and manners, and kwa, 
and v^gion ;^«nd do you not ^nk that die 
topresaes of Britain in these paiticulars (most 
jpMt>ably, too, in language,) will remain upon 
i^anerica and Hindostan as long as these i»- 
malfi themselves distinct portions of mankind^ 
mtatia a durability infinitely gratifying to the 
imaglnatian, and containing a prindpie of life 
Aat oannot moulder into decay. Wmit migh^ 
Imionr is it, after ail, to a great nation^ dust 
tho-earth bears the ruins of its magnifioenoe 
past away,->-*how far soever over the ^obe 

g2 
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Idbner nujr be apisead? How mwcfaf Msn&gk^- 

tiiioae^ thiitits living infiiiflBOe thoiM fftimftbdiKi 

' dietprogresB 4}f manldnd, thtt merdjr fttppwr 

^ enoe to httve existed 1 The treasum oiVut^q^ 

'tura in the Greek and Roman langoaigcewBe^ 

(indeed^ a 'Mutbeon/wfaidi these nations/liKte 

:^iaft to irfter/a^ff,-«4ix]d many meh.boonevre 

mingled^ in tiie influence of Britain oniAe 

worm's idestinies^ of a kind far more. perfect 

imad durable than even the boasted remailui-of 

eadent poetry or philosophy. - * 

I might dispute that, saidCleanthes, but we 
iwve not time at present to enter into the -Mm- 
nent. Gerosa was one of the cities of the. De- 
(Gapolia, I believe, and is noted in the history of 
4iie Jewish war. . Josephus*—- We will>if|foa 
please, said Philo, let alone that historian's dls- 
' iagreeid>le pictures, for the period of whicb he 
\ «has given the account is one of the most reiralt- 
^-ing in the history of the world. I think you 
said this town was situated on Mount. €Hmd, 
Aunphilus, — and I cannot but be recalled -by 
. (that name to a much more pleasing history. ; vvit 
.was here that the pillar was erected (the name 
«£ the mountain was derived from it).by Labon 
•and Jacob, when they parted in aniity,'***like 
'patriarch, and his wives, and family, andflachs, 
sand herds, going on to meet the dreaded hat 
'ldnd4ieartBdEsau^ — while his old cra%fiiA«r- 
in^law returned to the land of his habitalate. 
..Hiere, too, in the course of ages, die deaeoDd- 
ants of Jacob, conducted by their great law- 
giver, subdued the kingdom of Baslum, which 
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-eif^enmdg became die pordon of that ftMtP 

niilRf4iiib« «f MsBaaaeh idiidi reaiaaiad.oiitte 

tJOfOofdieJinrclni. Thete were duteicts^ Palm- 

<»fiy lut>> vBoaliiag events of mueh intertat in the 

.^flvMeathiatory of the worlds and whieh mingle 

ytBaud fu lly a pastoral dianusler with deeds of 

fflrai% and with sacred inspirations. Hmteyea 

>^ Gome to the brook Jabbok ? 

:*>' Soon after descending the hill on which Ge« 

i jrash, as it is now called^ is situated^ I continiMd, 

I crossed a small stream, the Zebeoi, whkh^ 

^mtis westward through a deep g^f with 

JifMitifal green hills on each side. There were 

higher mountains, too, covered with pinea to 

the summits. Every new direction of the path, 

indeed, opened upon the most splendid scenery. 

Lofty mountains, forming a grand outline to 

Ihepicture,— «econdary hius of aromantic wOd- 

^«ee»» — gentle slopes, clothed with wood, of 

ftridi variety of tints,-— deep valleys, with mnr- 

nniriag streams and verdant meadows^ — ^while 

herds and flocks gave life and animation to tiie 

)whole.-*--Bravo ! Pamphilus, said Philo, but you 

'iiave not yet crossed the Jabbok, — ^the Zefoeen 

ria'iibt its modem name, and I do not at this 

anement recollect it. — ^I continued to pass, said 

jg, through this delightful country, and met 

JvMy a part^ of peasants on foot, armed with 

-miiHetB, slung across their shoulders, who, 

tkoogh Arabs, had nothing but language in 

cammon with any other of that race whom I 

* Anonymous Journal, and Buckingham. 
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MMHt, and •of #iier ferms and Mn/t mmfJttmi^ 
imm. UnMfce, too, the Anbsof tire dMeifcytife^ 
«9ttm long white thirts, girded TamaMiiBijikmtm$ 
vkhontlui9»aiii«r iidwrxsofvesnig for'thttJumdi 
FiKimfetBinhigttebeaid, wh^ the hakiMBfe 
tfoffcnd to hang in long and curisnghidE&inrlv 
the neck, they twemliled the ig«ree m thli 
ecriptural {Aeoe< of the gieat snwben^ 'Vhm 
jflyfifriMtte flfeill itttile^--&ehilbidotbid^tii 
Tdfesl», — indev«rynewtBmpretentodthevd«t 
magni4oent landscapes imaginable* Among 
ik»€ree« the oak waa frequent. 
^Bo was it of old, said Phik>. Tke TpBomhA 
MmkMy makit^of Tvre, in theagft«Clittt 
^mah^ and naTal sfdendoor, saySi-^'^ Of tin 
teks of Eftshan have they made tfamr oaors.^ : i 
f«n giad you havementioned diis ckownataBoei 
i^iatuphilns ; mnd, indeed, your deaeriptioni m£ 
iUs region reuMves the supfKnition^ generally 
•nteitained, that all this tract is deserty in coma 
mon with the rest of the district, between tho 
Joidan and Euphrates ;-«<-on this suppoBition 
»aie learned men have transformed the oaksof 
the prophet into alders, which they thongltt 
might grow better in such a soil ;*^the tint hnU* 
8f fiaahanhave, however, mudipuxsledtheni 
^--4)nt, in such a country as you dBBerihe,* «o 
muy imagine both that me bulls would baftn 
and the people of great strength aond viae.- Hi 
wm culled tiie land of giants, (Cleandiet hasid. 
MMdy hadAhii8tOg,theking,«Qdhi8ibedst<nd 
o^nina eufoits lQng,<4^kiogs were then seiened 
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ftr <li^ Mglit, and pfolMa>)7 his BMhaaio Wm 
jwtjr WM^ like Saul, the tallest of the rece,^ and 
I tlunh you have already described as tall and 
tobisSt those of. the Bashaaites whom you en* 
OMmtered. Your description of this country 
esacdy cortesponds with what Moses tells us 
ef it>— «that» as it was a land of rich pastures^ 
the tribes that possessed a multitude of cattk 
tequested permission to settle in it 
. Inow descended^ I continued^ the steep bank 
wUch comes down upon the river Zerka (O I 
that is the Jabbok^ said Philo), flowing from 
the eastward,— ^ut making here a sharp bend 
bam^ibe north, and then running nearly west 
to cUscharge itself into the Jordan. At tht 
■koe where I forded was a piece of a wall, so» 
idly built upon the inclined slope, oonstrodad 
in m> uniform manner, though of small stonei^ 
sad apparently finished at the end towards tht 
rifer ; so that it never could have been carried 
aigrosa, as I first supposed, either for a bridge 
«e to close the pass ;-— diis was called by the 
Anbs, *' Shughl beni Israel," or the work of 
the eons of Israel, — ^but they knew of no other 
traditions regarcUng it.-— Supposing, said Philo^ 
the; Israelites had nothing to do with it, yet k 
iaproof of the tradition existing of their having 
OBce passed through this country, and so fiur 
cdrroborales the narrative of Moses, if that, iskm 
dted, requires any corroboration. 

Ih^ river where I crossed, I continued, was 
not more dian ten yards wide,*-^Ut it was 
deeper than the Jor^, and nearly as rapid,-— 
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80 that th«re was iome difficidty in ^dKng it. 
As it ran in a rodcy bed, its imet^ ^ere v&n, 
ind I fonnd thdr taste agreeable. Wben I 
reached t^e top of the opposite b«ik«nd loo1»0d 
down, it was so thickly wooded with oleander 
and plane trees, wM olives, and wild akmmdi 
in blossom, — ^besides tall and waving reeds, At 
least 15 feet in height, — diat I oould not db« 
oem the waters, though these luxariant bordert 
marked the winding of its course, and the mur- 
mur of its flow was echoed to a distance thronglt 
its long deep channel. There was stMl mtadk 
high ground to ascend before quitting the ra* 
Vine of the Zerka, which it was necetSiBtury t6 
do by winding paths, pia]:ticalariy as there wef^ 
in many places nearly perpendicidar dl£& oti 
6ach ^ide, not less tSian 500 feet in height, white 
the breadth &om diff to diff was not more 
than 100 yards. 

lliat would be a fine romantic position, aatid 
Philo, ibr the encounter of Jacob with the w^ 
tsred Being, with whom be wrestled by tiie side 
<tftihis stream, wh^ he first gained the naaote 
of Israel. If they have not ffixed the spot, I 
may do sudi a thing for onoe,*-and my fix^ 
will be quite as good as any other. Weil^ yoa 
are across the Jabbok, and have now li^ the 
kingdom of Og, and are about to pay your 
respects to Sihon, King of the Amoriteft. ia 
this, too, acountry of rich pastures ; and do yoa 
lliink Reuben and Qstd wfll feel themadvea as 
oomfortable hereas tiffiir bmtiier Maneneh m 
Bashan. 
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No doobt of it> replied I«^wmd moihtfilu 1 
see a party of them at this moment, conaistisg 
ef about a dozen families, pitching* their tenta 
in a beautiful little hollow, surrounded on three 
«^ea by woody hills. Their flocks are feeding 
op the young buds of spring, while they are 
themselves in search of w<^ and water, of 
which they cannot here want a supply. On 
the hills are wild olives, oaks, and pines. They 
see Arabs,— sons of Ishmael, — but ^ou may 
sappose them, if you will, of the legjitimate fa«- 
niliy. The sheik ia the only one of the whole 
party who rides,— -the rest of the men walk, aa 
ck> most of the women also. The boy s are dri v« 
in^ Uie flocks of sheep and. goats, imd the little 
duldren the young lamba ; the kids and pouU 
tary are all carried in panniers, or basket^,, across 
the camels' backs.. The tents, wiUi their cord- 
age and mats, the cooking utensils, the provif 
siona and furniture, are likewise laden upon 
these useful animals. They halt at CTery five 
steps to pull a mouthful of leaves from the 
bushes, so that their progresses very slow ; but 
the patience of the whole band is quite in haiw 
mony with the tardy movements of the camel^ 
aad It ia evidently a matter of indifference to 
every one of them whether they halt at noon 
or at sunset, since an hour is time enough for 
them to prepare their shelter for the night. 

Yes, said Philo, we might suppose this to be 
the image of the Reubenites when they were 

* Buckingham. 
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«i^«tt^tej0ki Deborakaiid Bardb-rWiimt 
ahottid they have to do wkh war ? They hav« 
anueh more pleasure^ doubtless, in ^^ abidi gig 
among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleating dt 
tihe flocks." What an image^ in these W^d«, of 
|Ni8toral repose ! And is the country still as fa«aH»* 
tiful ?-^Yes, I said, I have seldom travmed 
any so abounding in fine prospects, so dethed 
with forests, or so varied with verdant slopes 
and extensive plains.* I halted at a rill, bull- 
ing from a ledge of rock, the aspect oi which 
was particularly engaging, wiUi hills to Ad 
right, richly wooded and picturesque. This, I 
think, was tiie termination of the most lu^LuriaDt 
scenery ;-»*it afterwards becomes more puvelv 
pastoral,-— the hills green and less covered wim 
Wood,— the surface enamelled with wildflowevs> 
•»^the air clear and bracing,—- the entire scene 
always bearing a nearer resemblance to the 
Highlands of Scotland,— «and, as it appfoaifaa 
the Jordan, it becomes more barren and mbm^ 
tainous,— and at last, advancing nearly west^ 
having gained the summit of one mountain,' I 
enjoyed a most commanding view of the VaU 
ley o£ the Jordan.t It had no apparent bounis 
to the north, being lost, in that direction, m 
the open space occupied by the Lake of Tibm* 
rias. To the south 1 could seethe surfiieeaf 
the Dead Sea more distinctly,— Ihe head of it 
appearing to be about twenty miles off. Its 
Western shores were now in sights and these 

• - - I ■ ■ I - T - - ■ 11 1 r r II LJ.-J- 
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Mihft appeuMwe of Iwld mkI'I^ 
iiift^ and proei^aeS) of considonible elevatson 
wdainrttp* cUsieeBti The aoothem limitt of 
'j|iihifadBe>weve not discernibk ; for there, as to- 
nreid the Lake of Tiberias on the north» die 
-WW va» lost m distance, without having any 
aamked boundary to define its extent The 
ikeagth/of the valley seemed to be about thirty 
V^ety and its breadth about fifteen,-— with the 
Jenian dividing it nearlv in the centre. 
u ' A»ephu8, said CleMithea, describes a pro»> 
atet'Very sinaihur to this, as seen frmn a mouB'- 
iajak which he calls the iron mountain, very 
jnir, I should suppose, the position where 
iBa»f>hilaa stood. He speaks of a ridge of 
lAMMiitains hmiging over Jericho,-^and annkhcr 
jppMte this on the east side of Jordan, €€ 
witteh the iron mountain is one. '^ The region 
that lies in the middle (I have found the pas- 
vagfe) between these ridges, is called the Great 
fllauft.. It reaches from the village Ginnabris, 
^ifar as the Lake Asphaltites* Its length is 
S30 furlongs, and its breadth 120,— «nd it is di« 
vsded in the midst by the Jordan. It hath 
UNO. lakes in it; that of Asphaltites, and that 
•f Tiberias, whose natures are opposite to 
fmA other, — ^f<»r the former is salt and sterile, 
haatha* of Tiberias is sweet and fruitful. The 
plam ia much burnt up in summer, and, by 
reason of the extraordinary heat, contains a 
Himj f . unwholesome air. It is all destitute ef 
wateV) except the river Jordan, — ^which watmr 
of Jofi^aa i»the occasion why those pJantatii^ns 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



dS TOtTR OP y^B HOLY *LANli: 

(if palm-trees, that are near its banlfs, ari^friiolM 
flourishing and much mot'e prodactive, as'tMdic^ 
that arc remote from it are the reverse.^ "''^'^ 
I have sometimes amused myself, said PMR^ 
in assimilating this Valley of Jordan, with^ltS 
sunburnt-plain, and unwholesome air,— *4nte1^^ 
spersed with occasional palm-tree shades' f<# 
refreshment and enjoyment, — to human "Ifife 
with its toils and temptations, relieved by pleftl 
sures or repose. The river Jordan represe^ 
the stream of existence flowing from the Lake 
of Gennesareth, the type of heaven, — to which. 
If we do not trace our way upward, we* shaU 
he carried down into the Lake of Vengeance, 
that bumeth with fire and brimstone, so aptly 
Hgxn-ed by the Dead Sea. I do not know 
Whether any of the Fathers of the Church have 

{'receded me in this ingenious parallel, bi|t 
think it is too apt a one to have escape 
their ruminations. 

Mv course, said I, lay downward towards 
tihe Lake Asphaltites, so that I do not thank 
you for this allegory ; — ^but before I get to that 
Lake of Vengeance I must cross the Jordan, 
as I am not resigning myself at present tbsli^e 
down its bed. I am happy, however, befdre I 
proceed farther, to give my testimony, de- 
anthes, to the truth of Josephus* descriptidh. 
the length and width of the Valley of the Jor- 
dan is, I conceive, much what he has stated-it 
to be, — and the contrast of the soil, die clitittte, 
and the productions observable in the vriky 
and in the hills, isperfectly consistent with .the 
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9f^mf^ wbich fa/e has given. The verdwt 
<;pK||ft which was spread over the cultivated 
land on the opposite side^ was conspicuously 
bwMs^ f^om hence. I now descended the 
ste^p which leads down to the Jordan, and was 
9f^aipaniiMl by a great herd of camels, scarcely 
^or, X suppose, than 1000, that were driven 
4owu, to the river to drink. At the place of 
groMipg the river here, about fifteen or twenty 
WQA broad, white-coloured, deep, and rapid/ 
Iffounda number of Bedouins employed in 
^jVansporting grain, asses, &c. The nrst is tied 
fp. in skins, and dragged across by a man 
swimmiog and holding the rope in his mouth. 
P^ple not able to swim are transported nearly 
19 the same manner,-7^having an inflated goat- 
^in tied to Uieir loins, a rope round their 
ijW8, and a Bedouin on each side to assist. 
g^his was the way in which my mule was con- 
veyed across,-^but having myself swam . the 
river, I then passed through the jungle and un- 
d^Tfifood of tne steep banks, and into the brpad 
4M|d of the valley, covered thick with tamarisk 
bji^es, and long reed-grass, and a tree-like 
.J^r<;h, and much subject to inundation. 

.l-hese bushes, said Philo, would afford a 
fftod shelter for wild beasts, which, of course, 
.W.oi^d be driven out from their lair when the 
ijivet was in flood, — and this illustrates the 
gir^nd simile of Jeremiah, " Behold he shall 
woaj^ up. Ijike a lion from the swelUug of Jpr- 

r >* ' \ l m . > - I ■ I ■■ , ■,,, ,, „ , 
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d|Ln^,a|ttin8t the hvbit^on of the «tx«ttgi''. .ttlpi 
jtne description of the patsag^ o£ the> b^iMb 
with the ark, while the watery were dxyi^^ 
And stood on a heap, it is said, that ^ Jot4m^ 
overfloweth all his banks all the tinie of bfif-> 
vest."— -From this valley, I cootiatted^ w^idh 
is subject to inundation, and whi^eh ia p6chii||s 
« mile broad in the widest parts, there ueiam 
B. wider valley, or the Plain of Jordan, •atksaii; 
*^bout ten miles broad, — ^the descent bemg: 
about 200 feet from the one to the^ther. T^ 
place where I crossed the river, I may veAMk 
Defore leaving it, is supposed to bave be^n xmt 
far from the scenes of two memorable oocfeis* 
fences, — ^the passage of the river, to whidi yi^ 
have now alluded, Philo, by the priests wiA 
the ark in the time of Joshua, — and 4^'«f 
Christ's baptism by John, — ^in commemomtHNi 
of which last event a chapel and convent w^fe 
erected here, and dedicated to the Baf^kt, bmt 
ibey are now in ruin. . - 

I continued my route towards the Dead 8^^ 
lihe north end of which I soon reached* !%# 
plain* was at first gently undulating, «nd'009 
vered with wild flowers,— -but as it appwwchft 
tibe sea it became barren, white, gravelly with 
clay, and broken into ravines,— 4ts surface siof^ 
crusted with salt. The shores resemble ittort 
those of an arm of the sea than of a lakey-'^^llA 
at the mouth of the Jordan, which is deep and 
rapid, there was a quantity of drift-wood i|(iii|f 
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^AouVtM^ttght down by that river. IJxe a^a. 
tettfnds between the Ipfty ranges of hilU on 
,the east and west^ and may be about eight or 
•ten miles broad; — of its length! could not 
JndgCy owing to the bend whidi it takes to the 
sonm, and to the ha^y w^ather^ whidi added to 
the gloom of the scenery^-^but it is said to be 
aboQt 70 miles. Its shores are barren^ widi 
a considerable extent of heavy^ moist, sinkiog 
.land on the north end, where there, are a few 
stunted bushes, with tufts of. grass, and long 
reed-grass in the hollo>vs where the moisture 
remains. I saw few if any birds, and no other 
ttiimals, — nor was there an appearance of any 
living creature in the waters, though it has 
been said that fish are to be found ; but the re- 
.port made to me on the spot was, that there 
are none. There is not a boat, house, nor 
tree, to break the dreariness of the scene,-~one 
wide barrenness and desolation. 

Were there no history, said Philo, connected 
.with this gloomy scene, it would yet be well 
qualified to awaken ideas of the indignation 
and desertion of the Deity, — but when we 
^collect the wonderful ana terrible tradition, 
which is invariably the prominent idea which 
it suggests, it must be regarded as the em- 
bodied representation of that awful part of the 
OWine character. There is no need of inquir* 
ing whether living creatures are to be found 
thei» or no; — ^their extreme rarity is suffi- 
cient for the picture, and certainly fish must be 
scarce where it can be made a doubt whether 

H 2 
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W lio tfiey are to be found at all. Maundf ell 
*ay8 on tins subject, " It is a common tradition^ 
tliat birds attempting to fly over this sea drop 
doi/7n dead into it^ and that no fish nor other 
flort of animal can endure these deadly waters. 
The former report I saw actually confiited^ 
by several birds flying about and over the sea, 
widiout any visible harm ; the latter also I 
have some reason to suspect as false, having 
observed amongst the pebbles on the shore two 
tor three shells of fish, resembling oyster-shell.^ 
if aundrell likewise mentions the clearness of 
Hie water, its acrid taste, and its buoyancy ;— - 
did you find these representations, Pamphilas, 
to be correct ? 

The water is, indeed,* I said, very acrid to the 
taste, but remarkably c^ear and smooth. I bath- 
ed, and was su«^riscd to find my self buo ved up 
by it in the most extroordinavy manner, without 
any exertion being necessary to keep myseJfon 
the surface. I floated like a cork, with nearly a 

Suarter of my body exposed above water ;— . 
le sensation I experienced was most delight^ 
All, the waier being cool without being chilling^, 
and I was tempted to remain sporting about 
for a considerable length of time, and at last 
cameout with regret. — Yon can scarcely, Philo, 
said Cleanthes, allegorize this quality of th« 
I>ead Sea into any thing connected with Divine 
vengeance, — ^it seems to be a most delightfiil 
and beneficent part of its constitution.— Why, 

* Anonymous Journal. 
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fClpaatfm^ aaid Shik^ you must haTAao.gr«9t 
IfB&ias for aa allegory if you can be to MflJc 
Jaei«. Pampfailus has described the entice*- 
4»eats of sin almost in the words in which thqr 
4ure commonly painted, when even a metaphor 
ia .scarcely intended, — ^pleasant to the toueh, 
but bitter to the palate ;— and you must have 
faeard^ no doubts of the corresponding apples 
id Sodom,— enticing to the eye, but full of 
bitterness and ashes when they are tasted,-*** 
an idea of which Milton makes a fine use when 
tfae devils were tempted by the represeotatioA 
cf apples, afiter the completion oi the ruin of 
our Ikvtl parents. Is there any foundation for 
this idea, Pamphilus, or are we to treat it as 
the scgacioas Maiindrell does, who says, tiiat 
not heaiiog of " any tree to be seen near the 
lake fit>m which ooe might expect such a kind 
of fruit, be was induced to believe that there 
anay be a greater deceit in this fruit than 
is usually i*eporied of it, and that its very be« 
ingy as well a» its beauty, is a fiction, only 
kept up, as my Lord Bacon observes many 
other false notions are, because it serves £aat 
a good allusion, and helps the poet to a 8imi« 
litttde?" 

I lighted upon a tree, I said, about a league 
4X two from the mouth of the Jordan, thorny, 
with small taper leaves, and bearing a ^it in 
fiixe and colour like a nnall lemon. Before it 
is ripe, it is filled with a corrosive and saline 
juice,— <wben dried, it yields a blackish seed, 
which may be ccNupared to ashes, and which 
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iir taste resembles bitter pepper.**-^ llM^trBI 
do very well for the allegory^ said Philo^ Mdl 
60^ I dare say« would fi\ty other kinds of trees. 
Probably it had some foundation in reality* 
-— Hasselqnist, said Cleanthes^ bein^ agreattia* 
turalist, has a notion of his own on the sufajeet 
which I forget; but I mention him at this mom 
ment, chiefly as an antidote, Philo, against 
3rour enthusiasm and allegories. It was he^ 
youknow, who admired the ant-hills he iband 
at the foot of the pyramids much more thaa 
these prodigious structures tiiemfielves. Whal 
do you think, he says, of a discovery he made 
on his return from the scene which Pamphiins 
is now describing? — ^' I found," says he, **the 
partridge of Arabia or the Holy Land, whidli 
rath never before been described, and I thmk 
it alone worth, a journey to the Dead Sea" He 
adds, however, which will, no doubt, redeem 
his character with you, '^ These birds are- mi* 
' doiibtediy the quails of tl)e Israelites." 
^ Hasselqiiist; said Piiilo, was, I have no do]tibC» 
a most worthy m^n, and a most exemplary 
naturalist, but he is wofully deficient inima* 
ffination. Neiti)er has the excellent Maun* 
drcll a superabundance of that quality, — ^but 
he is not without a little dry humour, whick 
renders him amusing amidst I lis bare stat»^ 
ment of facts, — as when he says, still speak^i 
ing of the Dead Sea, — " Being desirous ta see 
the remains (if there were any) of those citaes 
. ' ■ . . II.. I ■ . • . — , ' • 
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amfim$if* An^B in this pWee, nd madf. 4i^^^ 
dhMidfm ATI example of the Divine vengeaoco^. 
I ditigentljf amrveyed the waters as far as my, 
ej^,^ttld reach; bat neither could I disoera 
aoyi^heaiM of rains^ nor any smoke ascending. 
abvife me surface of the water, as is usually 
dasoribed in the writings and maps of gpo^, 
glAfbers. But yet I must not omit what was 
confidently attested to me by the Father Guar- 
dim and Procurator of Jerusalemj both men 
imyters, and seemingly not destitute eii4ier of 
aens^^r probity, viz. that they had once ac- 
idly se^n one of lliese ruins ; that it was so 
near the shore, and tlie waters so shallow at 
thiifc tiime, that they , togetlier with some French* . 
laea, went to it, and found there sevei-al pillars 
xttA other fragments cf buildings. The cause 
of 'dur being deprived of this sight was, I sup« 
pDtie, the height of the water." Perhaps, Pam-« 
pWiis, y<Hi uad better success in your inves* 
tigations.-^! cannot boast of muc^, said I, but 
tl^ruinsmay be there, though I was not so 
ftrrtttiiate as to find them. The water, as I 
men^oned, is intensely acrid, salt, and bitter, 
almost excoriating the lips and motith. I may 
4dd> that when in the water, and rubbing my 
bbdywithit, there was the feeling as iftlie 
tnseide of my skin was partially dissolved^-— 
such as Miien a minei*al acid is applied, but 
wil^oiit«.ny smarting, except when sonieof the 
wtttei^ got SDtb my eye, and caused considerable 
pain for some time. The handkerchief which 
I used for drying myself temained heavy. 
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3|^C5^ wdclawroy* for along whij^, 0^gli^jP: 
posed to the rays of a hot sun. Wb^n .dri|^4 
)t was quite stiff and hard, as if it had bee^ 
frozen. 

I do not know what to make of this sei^ of 
vourSj Pamphilus, said Cleanthes, — ^but truly 
jt seems, in language with which you are not 
junfamiliar, any thing but canny, — ^so I tliiuK 
we may as well leave it— It reatlvj said I,, hail 
much of that character, especially when t afi- 
tended a hill, as the evening was closing in. 
The summit of the sterile rock on wliich I stood 
wa$ about three hundred leet above tlie- l^vel 
of the gloomy lake below, — ^and the towe«*iBg 
mountains on the opposite side, seemingly about 
i^n miles distant, were darkened iu the evening 
haze. At last the moon shone out, in all her 
oriental splendour, on the desecrated scejuei 
,the shadows of the rugged promontories aroiin^ 
me.were reflected on the hike, but on its sujc- 
face not a ripple was to be seen, — the siienc^ 
of death seemed to be there, and the maledic- 
tion of Heaven to be written on the soil! fox 
miles around me there was life in neither. aif, 
earthj nor water.t , 

. Let us be off, said Cleanthes, by all means, 
and where will you now/Conduct us ? — To Je* 
richo, the city of palm-trees, I replied, a plea- 
sing retreat from this scene of barrenness and 
vengeance. 

I am surprised, Cleanthes, said Pbilo, tbat 

■* " ' ' " : -■ ■ ■ H --■■ 
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Vcfci! liffl permit Paraphilus to remove us fifom 
xh\k ytig^lar seeiie,. before you have referred td 
^6 httiKing description which Tacitus gives us 
of it. Do you mean, said Cleanthes^ where hd 
lij)eiiks of '* lacus iramenso ambitu^ specie ma- 
rls^ ^apore corruptior, gravitate odoris accolis 
^estifer, neque vento impellitur^ neque pisces 
Jlit suetas aquis volucres patitur }" He then 
vpeuks of its buoyant quahty, — " periti impe- 
ntique nandi perinde attolluntur." This is all 
I remember of the sententioushistorian's wordt^ 
— They are many more than I could have given 
yon, said Philo; and passing over what he says 
of the bitumen, I shall quote^ in English^ his aJ- 
Insion to the fearfhl event which nas been so 
cBstinctly recorded in the Sacred History. *' At 
ft small distance from the lake lie those wide 
extended plains^ which tradition says were for* 
meAj a rich and fruitful country, abounding 
SHth populous cities^ but long since destroyed 
hy fire from heaven, and now a barren desert, 
.^uhidst the ruins which still remain, we are 
told that the marks of celestial vengeance may 
bfe clearly traced, and that the soil, consumed 
and parched, has lost the powers of vegeta- 
tibh.*^ Tacitus disputes, as a philosopher would 
bb' apt to do, the miraculous indications of the 
present scenery, — ^but he seems to have been 
ib^ressed with somebelief of the original story. 
'* To speak my own opinion," sayshe, "though 
it his true that great and flourishing cities have 
been destroyed by fire from heaven, yet the 
desolation here described may be accounted for 
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CleantheS) has expressed himself so as .t» nuke 
Tacitus' £[ikh seem a lititle stronger than it .ms^ 
t— His own words are,*^" Ego sicut- inclytM 
quondam urher igne fielesti fiagr^se coiies|se« 
rim/' The exprossion, '^ though it be- true/' 
j&e. may^ at least, be understood almost as itfi 
assertion,— 4)ut this^ is a slight matter. I admll 
that the testimony of Tacitus supports very 
strongly the traditionary history of those awfcu 
events which Moses records in diis part of hi» 
narrative.— ^Pray, said Philo, do you recolleettiie 
passage which I am now going to read to jom, 
from another kindof histmrian, who will scarc^ 
yield to Tacitus himself, either in descriptiw 
powers, or in a deep insight into human nature^ 
though he does not dwell so invariably, as thut 
great observer, on its dajrk and guilty featuxtes? 
He rather^ like Shakspeave^ gives *is both. skk» 
c^ the picture,f-*-and, indeed, no less, than- the 
mighty dramatist, is evidently most at hone 
when he is portraying its more amiable and 
agreeable characteristics. But here is his de~ 
scription of the Dead Sea and its vidnitf^ >^ 
*^ Beneath these sluggish waves lay the •nee 
proud cities pf the plain, whose grave wae dag 
Dj the thunder of the heavens, or the eruptiim 
of subterraneous fire,i — and whose remains wene 
hid even by that sea which holds no living &$k 
in its bosom, — ^bears no skiff on its surfaor,-^ 
and as if its own dreadful bed were. the only 
receptacle for its sullen waters, sends not, like 
other lakesy a tribute to the ocean. The whole 
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kai Mmmdj at in die dmjn of lfait^» was 
^Mmttoae aadaalt;' it la Bot sown, nor 
bovelL^ nor any grass groweth thereon; the 
land, as well aa the lake» might be termed dead, 
as producing nothing having resemblance to 
▼e|pstat]on9**and even the very air was entirely 
dtvokl of its ordinary winged inhabitants, de^ 
iKved probably by the odour of bitumen and 
sai^nr> which the burning sun exhaled from 
the waters of the lake, in steaming donds fire* 
fwmtly assuming the appearance of waters 
sponta^ Masses of the strong and sulphureooa 
snbatance called naphtha, which floated idly on 
the sluggish and sullen wavesj supplied those 
KoUing douds with new vapours, and seemed 
to give awful testimony to tne truth of the Mo- 
saic history."— I think I know wh(»se inex* 
haaetible mine you are qow digginginto, Philo> 
sasd Cleanthes,---but we must not delay Pam.« 
philas any longer in his route to Jericho*-— The 
WW' to it, said I, was over much hill and dale, 
and it was to no dty that I at last came, nor did 
I find the palm-trees for which it was cele* 
bfated,*— but to a misei^able little village, with 
a fine stxeam dose by, which runs through a 
dncket* This is said to be the fountain which 
Blisba the prophet rendered sweet and whole- 
sane for tl^ use of the inhabitants of Jeiicho. 
ISiens is but one old building in this village, at 
pjcaent inhabited by the sheikh, — but who do 
yea thiak lived there of old ? Why, no odier 
than Zaccheus the publican, — and the tree is 
close by it on which he climbed to see our Sa- 
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viour as he passed. — It is wcmderfu], t^ald PhiMj 
how the most beautiliil incidents may be* ren- 
dered ridiciilons by foolish admirers. - I sup** 
pose these worthy people thoiigpht, becatise-il 
was said,, " This day is salvation come to this 
house/' that the actual stone and lime was tobfe 
prevented froni perishing, by the same kind tif 
literality on which t]!c doctrine oftransubstatt- 
tiation rests. But are there no remains of tfife 
old Jericho ?^ — There are mins a little way off, 
I said; of pointed arches,* walls, mounds, atfA 
conduits for water, which are all ctmnected i^itfi 
the stream I have already named, and seem Ua 
have been used for the supply of the town, «and 
for the purpose of imgating the rich plain. 
■ I have no doubt, said Cleanthes, that h^re 
the palms and balsam-trees greM', which ar* 
not only celebrated by Josephus, but likewift^ 
by Pliny and Justin, the latter of whom make» 
the opobnlsamum the source of the nationled 
AVealth. Here is the passage to which I allude i 
— " The wealth of the Jewish nation did ariri^ 
from the opobalsaraum, which doth only grow 
in this district ; for it is a valley, like a g«t 
den, environed with continual hills, and, as 'it 
were, enclosed with a wall. The space of the 
valley containeth two hundred thousand acms^ 
and It is called Jericho. In that valley th^f^ 
is a wood, as admirable for its fruitfulnesB sA 
for its delight, — ^for it is intermingled -with 
palm<-trees and opobalsamum. The trees <iff 

• Aronymous JoiirnaT. 
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tbe c^balsamum have a resemblance like to 
fir«trefis,— rbut they are lower, and are planted 
and^husbaQded after the manner of vines. On 
a set season of tlie year they do sweat balsam^ 
The darkness of the place is besides as won- 
derful as the fruitfulness of it For although 
the sun shines nowhere hotter in the worlds 
there is naturally a moderate and perpetual 
gloominess of the air." 

The description, said I, is, I think, accurate 
|U|i|K> the situation, boundaries, and local fea- 
tures of this vailey,r*and both the heat and 
gloom are observable ; — ^but, alas ! at the pre« 
amt time* there is not u tree of any descrip^ 
tion, either of palm or balsam, and scarcely any 
'verdure or bushes, to be seen about the site of 
this abandoned city ; — ^but the complete deso« 
lation with which its ruins are sun'ouiided, is 
more to be attributed, no doubt, to the cessation 
pf Ihe usual agricultural labours on the soil, and 
to, the want of a distribution of water over it 
by the tiqueducts, the remains of which prove 
that they were chiefly constructed for that pur- 
fM(SC,.than to any radical change in the climate * 
pr.the soil. The Jordan is about six miles dis- 
tmttfrom the site of Jericho, — its bankst visi- 
bl/e near the base of the eastern range of hills, 
which runs nearly north and south, and forms 
« closely-connected chain, the tops forming al- 
most a straight line. I now observed, much 
more distinctly than when I was among these 

* Buckingham. f Anonymous Joumal. 
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bills on the opposite side of the «ver, dieir 
highest point, which is said to be Pisgidi. * >• 
It is described, said Philo, as OT«r iigalaat 
Jericho,-— and it must have been that which 
you saw,*— for the highest point 4eettib't»<te 
marked in the expressioil, the Mountain 'Uf 
Nebo, — ^the top of Pisgah,--«8 if Pisgah^wtere 
rather the name of the range, and Nebo mras 
the highest peak. So your eyes aetu^lhr resMi 
upon the saicred elevation from whioh those 
of Moses, the servant of the Lord, trareraed 
the land which his feet were destined nevlv 
to tread. There is scarcely a situation hi 
history so marvelloui^y sublime. Think ^flt 
this land had been floating before the imagina^ 
tion ofthat enduring and bigh-minded man fiir 
more than forty yeai*8,—*while he was condoet- 
Sng his refractory nation through l^e Besertyi^ 
thatfrmn it tiieir freat ancestors had cevitutvos 
before sprung, — ^that all their long triumpiiattt 
history, to end indeed in black disaster, was 
to be attadied to the same soil for maM 
centuries to come,-— «nd that the vision of 4m 
* land was only for a few moments to l^ess Wl 
eyes, bef<Hre they were to be closed for evei^tf 
He was shown " all the land of CKleadunco 
Dan, — and all Nanhtali, «nd the land of Edb- 
raim and Manassen, and all the land of Juaab, 
unto the utmost sea,-— -and the south, and tM$ 
plain of the Valley of Jericho, the city «f psM^ 
trees, unto Zoar. And the Lord said unSohidi^ 
This is tibe land which I »ware unto Abiahaitt, 
^d unto Isaac^ and unto Jacob, s^jring, I wiH 
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give it unto thy seod : I have caused tiiee to 
see it with thine eyes^ bat thou shalt not go 
itTerfthither." 

. . This is one among the many incidents of the 
Saeiied Wntings^ which it would have required 
thegreatest poet, in his hours of happiest inspi- 
ntioD, to have imagined^ if he coula have im»- 
l^ed any thing so sublime^ and at the same 
time so appropriate, — ^yet the narrative bears 
no indications of the poetic afflatus, but is ex- 
pressed with the utmost simplicity^ and almost 
the cold indiiference of the most common truth. 
There are touches of this kind in Scripture, 
which are to be paralleled only by the sub- 
lime or beautiful of nature. We see, at times, 
lights thrown upon clouds^ or on the tops of 
hills, or groups of rock and wood, whicli in- 
dicate that disposition and graceful harmony 
whic2h can flow from nothing short of a Divine 
haxid9-**yet they arc diffused with the same 
vmit of pretension or glare with the most 
^Viery-day scenery, and may not even attract 
the notice of die eye^ if it is not turned to find 
llieoi;*— ^aQd so> I will venture to say, there are 
incidents both of natural and supernatural oc- 
currence in Holy Writ, wliich strike us exactly 
in the same manner, as being at the very height 
both of sublimity and suitableness^ and3'et,at 
the same time, as being scarcely obtruded upon 
tht view. This is nol the way or style even of 
^e greatest and most genuine human poets. 
Somer labours out his grandest pictures with 
simile upon simile, and, true to nature as he is, 

1 2 
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ludi n&ver :&i1b to give aathe note bf ptepu0# 
tioDj — but^ perhaps^ I am myself labouring ofiit| 
too anxiously^ this comparison ; and I havey iii 
th^ mean timc^ kept you longer lobking up to 
Pisgah^ Pamphilus^ tnan probably poor Moaeft 
iff as permitted to look down &omit.- ^^ So 
Moses^ the servant of the Lord^ died there in 
the land of Moab, according to the word o£ 
the Lord !" And if I proceed in this wa;^, I 
daresay you will both wish me at Jericho, aiBii 
it is high time now for Pamphilus to leave it.—* 
Where are you now bound fbr ? Have you 

et ** fitedfastly set your face to go to Jerusaj^ 

em?" 

Is the description of the situation of Jericho, 
as Josephus gives it, interrupted Cleanthes, 
correspondent, let me ask, with the ruins of* 
Ae city which you found ? The historian says; 
*^-^ It is situate in a plain, but a naked and 
barren mountain, of a very great length, hangs 
over it, which extends itself to the land about 
Scythopolis northward, as far as die counfary 
of Bodom and tiie utmost limit of the Lake 
Aspheltites southward. This mountain is all • 
of it very uneven, and uninhabited by reason 
of its barrenness." In another place, speaking 
of the city of Jericho, he adds — ^^ This plaoe 
is 150' furlongs from Jerusalem, and 60 from 
Jordan. The country, as far as Jerusalem^ it 
desert and stony. But that, as far as the Lake 
Asphaltites^ lies low, though it be equally ^de* 
sert and barren." — ^Nothing, I replied, can 
mor^ accurately apply, in all its particulars^ 
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AwKt'^B •deienption does to the dte of the 
present niins^ whether it be in its locml poei* 
tion^ its boundaries^ or its distanoe from /era- 
sAlem on the one hand^ and from the Jordan 
en the odier. The spot lies at the very foot 
of the barren hills of Judea, ¥rhich may be said 
HteraUy to overhang it on the west^— and these 
asoiintams are still as barren^ as rugged, and 
^ destitute of inhabitants as former! v^tlirough* 
Out their whole range, from the Lake of Tibe^ 
riaa to the Dead Sea.* Let us now then, Philo, 
if jon please, proceed for Jerusalem, which I 
was told I should reach in about six hours,-—* 
its distance from Jericho being about 90 miles. 
After crossing the plain, 1 reached a lofty 
peak of the range of hills, which border it on 
the west, and terminate, in this direction, the 
mountains of Judea. This peak is conceived to 
be that to which Jesus was transported by the 
devil, after his fast of 40 days in the wilderness. 
>-*«ThiB is the portion of the sacred story, said 
Ffailo, which is, perhaps, left looser to imagi* 
nation than any other. Milton seems to have 
found it the only part of the New Testament 
hoitory whidi he could venture to take liberties 
with,*— and he has treated it, therefore, with the 
same freedom with which, perhaps, he would 
have poetised on a legend less holy. All hints, 
indeed, respecting the evil spirit are left very 
vague in Scripture, — ^and accordingly he has 
beeome &ir game for poetical adventurers, or 

* BttckiDt^bam. 
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ibir the inventions of superstition. It seeiatf to 
be thought enough to iDtimate to us, by way of 
caution^ that there is such a spiritual renegadfl, 
-—but it is not meant that he should occupy 6ny 
very prominent part of our meditations* 

in the Mountain of the Temptation, I con* 
tinned, there are many grottos of the early 
anchoritesj which were visible to me as I 
passed. — ^No doubt their worthy iuhal>itants, 
said Cleanthes, had a kind of hankering desire 
to have a peep at the devil, — and, perhaps^ 
might have been not unwilling that some of 
the temptations so scornfully repelled by " thai 

Seat Eremite," — as, I think, Milton expresses 
msclf^ — might be put within their option. 
• — ^The grottos below, I continued, are in long 
ranges, consisting each of several separate cham- 
bers ; those higher up are, in general, isolated 
ones, all in the cliff of the rock, — and on the 
summit of the liill itself is a small Greek 
chapel, erected on the supposed spot of the. 
Temptation. The grottos were all formerly 
inhabited, and one of the uppermost of taem> 
which is approached by a HiiTlxt of 8tepB cut 
out of the solid rock behind the immediate 
fronl of the cliff, has still its decorations of 
Greek saints painted on the walls with the 
colours perfectly fresh. All are, however, 
now deserted, and the enthusiasm, which in 
past ages filled these cells with hermits, is 
now scarcely sufficient to induce Christian 
pilgrims even to visit them. — One would hope, 
said Philo, that Christian pilgrims have come 
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to luui»ih«ir enfthttBiaw beittrittwG^ 
{leak and the scenery are enough for me> viciw 
mibit»grokXoB or the chapeL 

^ow, Phiio, I said, we are entering upon iibm. 
mountauKNis desert itaelf^— <ind In Irath the 
vodt scene of desolation wlkich it {iresents to 
9tii8.8isficiait» without the accompaniitie»l of 
grottos, or any other spots fixed upon to d»# 
signste its character, to mark that wildemesa 
ki which the Son of God is said to ksive " dwdifc 
wididiewild beasts, while the angelsminiatered 
tmtohim." Nothing can well l^ more forUd* 
Ung Ijian the asf>eet of these hills^-nnot • 
Uaoe of verdare is to be seen over all their 
SHrfaoe, and not the sound of any living being 
is to be heard throughout all their extent.* 
The road through this dreary pass often skirts 
feacful precipices, which threaten destructkui 
on the Slightest false step. Yet, notwithstand#» 
ing the forbiddix^ aspect of the barren rocks 
all abound, the scenery, independent of its 
aUceed associatiotts, is grand and awfuly— *bjBit 
it is that sort of grandeur which excites fear 
and terror rather 3ian admiration. The whole 
«f(tliis road from Jordan to Jerusalem is held 
lo be the most dangerous in Palestine,— <io| 
«nly firom the diffs ami precipices along which 
it is necessary to travel, but from another citt^ 
MnSitance. The very aspect of the scenery ia 
•Uoiigh- both >to tempt to the commission of 
wbberf and murder, and to occasion a dread 
," i<>«ti II ' ■ 1 .1 ■ I p^ 

' * •ackins^Bif 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JLl^ TOUR OF THE HOLY UAXID> 

fS such a catastrophe in those who pass tjiaft 
way. . . 

How appropriate, then> said Philo, is this 
gfouBcl for the scene of our Saviour's heautiful 
apologue of the good Samaritan^ who took 
compassion on the poor man that had fallen 
among thieves, as he went '' down from Jerpi* 
ealem to Jericho !" In such a scene of desola- 
tion as you have described, Pamphilus, the 
unfeeling act of passing by a fellow-creature 
in distress, as the Pnestand Levite are said .to 
have done, strikes one with horror, as an. act 
almost more than inhuman. And here, tooi 
ihe compassion of the chariteble Samaritan: is 
doubly virtuous, from the purity of the motive 
which must have led to it, in a spot where no 
ftyes were fixed on him to draw forth th^ per« 
formance of any duty, and from the brav^iiy 
which was necessary, to admit of a man's^ exr 
posing himself, by such delay, to the jisk.9jf ^ 
similar fate to that from which he. was endea<« 
vouring to rescue his fellow-creature. So mn^b 
force is there added to these beautiful little 
narratives, by taldng in the local circumstances 
connected with them, — and if a person were 
to travel over Palestine, with an eye to illuff* 
trate the Sacred Scriptures, both in their facts 
and in their imagery, he would, I think, be 
much more usefully and religiously, employed, 
than such persons as the Empress Helena, .wi^o 
have done all in their power to hide the iUusv 
tr^ons of nature and scenery, by their prepos- 
terous works of ^ficial embellishment. 
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' For Instance^ what an inspdting tbinglt would 
be to trace the course of the patriardis from tm6 
pastoral station to another^ — or the wanderhigs 
6f David in his flight fVom Saul, so as to tyring 
mit the effect of many expressions in his poetry^ 
written so commonly from occasional incidents 
and feelings^ and borrowing so largely Aram 
the aspects of nature^— -or the still more awibl 
eoncealments and reappearances of Elijidi, the 
mdst terrific personage in Sacred History^ — bb 
Ax^hilles has oeen finely denominated to be in 
poetry ! — ^I think, Pamphilus, you and I must 
go back to the Holy Land and prosecute A 
pilgrimage on this enlarged plan, so much more 
useral and interesting than that pursued by 
former pilgrims or travellers.—*! suppose, said 
COeanthes, I should not be thought wortiiy of 
b^g of the company, because, I confess, I 
am not much in the habit of carrying a pocket 
Bible about me.-— Bat you contrive to lum-^ 
ber along a much more cumbersome com« 
panion^ replied Philo^ — I mean the historian 
Fhivius Josephus^-— and you would be very 
useftil to us in our researches^ by supplying 
us with hints from him. But, till we have ar- 
ranged this delightful scheme, we may as well 
continue to listen to what Pamphilus has to 
tell us. 

' From some of the heights to which I ascend- 
ed in this wilderness, I said, I had an extensiVd 
view of the country which I had left behind,— ^ 
the great Plain or Valley of Jordan,*^hat river 
winding through it in a serpentine course, in 
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ftesrir* seiidi-eaBt direction^— its eatrancsHHto 
die Dead See,-*-and that expanse of wiM* 
•pread ont widiin its drcait of mountains^ ex^ 
mbtting l>eneath their ft owning height a calm 
^varied surfaee^ reflecting back a white gitaee 
fpom the sun's radiance. Advancing still in a 
iv«8i3erly diredaon^ I came to a very nam^ 
^68 cut through the hill in a bed of hard vock| 
with a ruined fort^ which recalled the thne^ of 
the Crusades^-^but on approaching to Jeruaihi 
1mm f the country/ though hilly^ becomes musfrt 
cultivated,-«^the vales and sides of the hills be« 
ing i^anted with olives> peaches^ and almoiftds} 
'M-^nd the village of Bethany^ to which I arriir- 
ed in no long time^ announced the neighblmrM 
hood of the Holy City. You may be sure Iih^ 
sarus' house is stili enlisting here^ no less tbail 
his tomb. I descended into thesepulchre, and 
found Maundrdl's account to agree with it. 
From this small village my way lay along iM 
eastern side of the Mount of Olives^^-^nint 
which I had my last view of t^e Dead Sea^ ^Snng 
deep in its vale^ and hemmed in on the east by 
the high mountains of Arabia^ — ^when, crosa^ 
ing to the other side of the Mounts and loolri 
ing over the Valley of Jehosaphat, andtM 
little brook of Kedron running between,— ^ 
*' ecco apparir Oierusalem, si v^e I" 

I am glad that my first sight of the Holy 
City was from this pointy — the spot from which 
the most impressive view of it is to be had; 

* Anonymous Journal. 
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I lra» titting OD the Mouat of OUTvt, dutdikf 
QMOsite the nte of the ancieDt Temple^ the 
pMace of which is now occupied by the Moiqiie 
of Omar, Hence you see the exact form of 
the city/ presenting an inclinedplane descend- 
ing mm west to east>— «nd you have in view; 
b^des the mosque now mentioned^ the churdi 
of the Holy Sspulehre>--the Armenian Gon^ 
vent^ — St Stephen's Oate> — and the houses of 
the city^ heavy square masses^ for the most part 
very low^ without diimneys or windows, with 
flat terraces or domes on ttie top, and looking 
more like prisons or sepulchres than houses ; 
so that> were it not for the steq>les of the 
churches and the minarets of the mosques 
intermingled with a few cypresses and nopals, 
there would be^ it- must be owned, rather a 
dull uniformity throughout. 

I have no objection, said Philo^ to Jerusalem 
having something oi a dead and gloomy aspect, 
•—she is a queen in mourning, or rather, it may 
be, in the garb of a mendicant. You were 
shtXDg, you say, on the Mount of Olives, and 
fiicing the site of the Temple, — and can you 
forget who once sat there, and predicted that 
not onestone of that Temple should be left upon 
another ? — Would it be fitting that, within 
sight of the complete fulfilment of that melan^* 
chcdy prediction, and with even the additional 
circumstance of the Holy Place being dese- 
crated by the rites of an unhallowed impose 

" Chsteaabiisiid. 
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tote, there should be an air of cfaeetrfttlneflt 
and gaiety spread over the scene ? Jerusalem 
poreaents ia her history little eke than a tissue 
of tragedies^ — and since the time yrhen her 
elegiac prophet mourned over her,— she has 
had much more reason, even than in his day, 
to make use of his words of inimitable pathos, 
i'lfl it nothing to you, all ye^ that pass by j 
Behold and see if- there be any soitow like 
unto my sorrow, wherewith the Lord bath 
afflicted mie in the day of his fierce anger T' 
Yes, wiell may it be said of her> '' How dqtJi 
the city sit solitary that was full of people,f-r 
bow is she become as a wicbw ! She that was 
great among the nations, and princess among 
the provinces, how is she become tributary T 
And we may pause, if you please, Pamphilus, 
among these meditations, — ^we cannot have our 
thougiils stayed upon more solemn imagery. 
So we dosed our conversation, my Hermippue^ 
lor another day. 
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CHAPT£B III. 

Tte Mount of Olives, and the Hol^^ Placea in iti 
Nfeig^fabouriioed* 

Whbn we met again in Pbilo's bl^zoiy^ on the 
foUowing^ moniing^H— you liave lc& me aitting a 
long time, aaid I^ Philo, on the Moantof OliTefi; 
but 1 have let loose my mule to pick up what 
provender it can find on thesidee of themountain; 
and, being wearied with ray joumey, 1 amitt* 
dkked to keep my positioii, and invite.Cleanthef 
jKnd you to sit down along with me. There ar^ 
many objeolai tointerest us here^ without going 
into the city,-*<aad« in truths i am not sure but 
that I would advise such travelkrs as wish to 
come Away with a solemn and true impresHon 
of the soene^ not to go much further. They will 
certainly be disappointed fay an examination of 
the sacred places within,— rbut nothing can be 
more striking than the scenery from this eleva* 
tion. We are seated, you reCfilect^ full in front 
of the Mosque of Omar, the noblest building 
in the city, occupying the ground where once 
stood the £sr-£uned Temple,— -and the dty it^ 
s^f^ upon the slope of the opposite hill, on a 
rectangular form^ though somewhat irregular, 
with its scattered domes and minarets, and the 
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heaviness of its buildings relieved in some 
places by vacancies^ or by dark and funereal 
trees^ is well fitted to aid the impressions which 
its innumerable associations of antiquity and 
melancholy throw around it. Nor are the in*, 
termediate objects less- affecting. The small 
stream of Kedron^ but scantily supplied with 
water^ winds its coarse in the valley, in the 
midst of tombs^ — some of them very ancient 
structures^ which we shall afterwards examine 
more particularly, — ^but the names of which, 
in the meantime, are not a little affecting;-— 
the sepulchre of Jehosaphat, from whom the 
valley is. named, — that of Absalcwa, of Si 
James, and of Zachariah, with many odiev 
caves cut out in the rock, whidi give a mnofa 
more live)y conception of the Holy Sepuldure 
than what is shown for it within the dty its^ 
To the right hand there is an oHve garden, 
which still goes under the name of Oedisemane; 
'L-And a little way beyond it, another tonkb; 
whaeh is said to be the Virgin Mary's. Tethe 
left there is, fronting the southern side of the 
dty, a hill, which is also separated from itbrf 
a ravine, and which, judging frond a numher of 
inscriptions on tombs upon its face, and ihom 
the situation, most probably was that of Sen. 
On the summit of the Mountof Olives, necr 
where we are sitting, there are some old boilcU 
•ings partly sunk in the earth, -which, fnttk 
iheir farm, seem to have been of grei|t> anti* 
quity ; and when you look backward from that 
pdnt, you have;* as I beiwe mentioned, a dis* 
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tant viBWtof tb« Ltice Aaphaltites^ m«r tke 
^r^lmge of Betlutiij^ yet^ fltun tte ipng of the 
ground, «eemiag to be but within a short ride 
firom the city.* Lofty mountains, as I hate 
already intimated, enclose it with prodigious 
grandeur, and resemble, I think, by their 
{Misitixm, the shores of the Lake of Oeneva 
em>Mite to Vevay and Lausanne. To the 
noith' of the lake are seen the verdant and fetw 
lilefNwtuKs of the Plain of Jerieho, watered 
by the Jordan, whose course may be distincdy 
discerned. For the rest, nothing appears in 
the summnding country but hills, whose un^- 
dnlating surfaces are like the waves of a per* 
toiibed sea. They seem from this point to be 
bleak, and destitute of any marks of cultivaa 
tion ; but their real state cannot be ascertained 
by a distant view, for I often observed that 
mountains which, when remote, appeared to 
be «ncult)vated and barren rocks, were, when 
Idrew near to them, • covered with little ter«) 
races,' like a series of steps, and abundantly 
tetillB« At a short distance from the summit, 
tb^e is the famous impression of a man's left 
Jbai in the rock, which has Icaetg been shown 
aa^hat made l^ our Saviour at his ascension. 
Pshaw I saidPhilo, this foot ruins the whole. 
Strange, that when there is so much left of 
real features of the most sacred character for 
tfae' fancy to attach itself to, it should have 
let itsell^- loose in such puerilities. But thiv 
■ -- - ' - 

• Clarke. 

k2 
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ia'Mlwafsthe Sana takfii^byHBCiiltivatodoor 
ihiU imaginations. The fbotf must faawe^efBia 
f»liecio«0 (Hscovervfor Helentu-^O yw, mai 1, 
«hi9 built a chuvd^ over it ; but, what is mote 
ftemarkafole, a great French touristy now aH^, 
is very fuU of this foot-^nite acoord^ to 
#ruie> said Philo^. the devout among our 'Seigb- 
ihouvs are commonly very littieadvanced beyond 
Ahat old woman, as the undevont among tfaem 
X&ot long ago, it is to be feared, the greater 
]iroportion) had a still clofler resemblance tt> 
fiends. It is to be hoped, - now indeed, iJiKt 
^^ novtts seclorum nascitttrordp'' for that mag- 
nanimous people, in which they will be able 
4o make the true amalgamation, of philoso|»hy 
ipuud piety. Their infidel revolutionists of the 
f(a*mer era, and their kte bigoted court of tile 
pnesent, alike portray, in strong lineaments, 
the wretchedness of the disunion. * 
( But we will, as you propose, Pamphilus> rik 
down with you opposite the city ;«--^bat lei- 
ooUections teem aronnd us* I The brook Ke- 
dron,*--4;he garden of Gethsemane, with all that 
accompaniment of tombs* so appropriate to lihe 
scene, and to the concluding ho«rs of Him 
who crossed that brook and wentanto tlMt 
garden on die night of that unutterable agony. 
If at Nazareth we found all the objects oirti^ 
ture so adapted for the cradle of his earliest 
meditations,*-*if, on the Lake of Gennesaretb, 
we could so easily imagine the active' course ef 
his ministry in the towns on its shorcsy ■■intbe 
recesses of its mountains>--<on its smoolbor 
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%toi«lf waters^— n nol tiie scenerj now before 
JDftjart what suits best with bissufferingiind sub- 
^EIbe close ? I do not wish to findtJie partieiilar 
portion on which the cross was rearea;— 4t waa 
bnt a common spot of ground, doubtless^ and 
Doidd add nothing tothe awfulness of thatdread 
cbnaommatien ;«-<ior do I wish to stoop down 
'and lobk into the cave where the Divine Form 
was-laid, and fiiom which it arose,*— no ground 
-of <mlgar ear^ but must lose when it is fixed 
ibr auch an event of surpassing ^ory ; and, 
Mifli more, is a stupid impression in a rock to 
designate to me the point from whidi the glo« 
ifified foot of the Son of God sprang fbom the 
soil of its hnaoiliation, in his ascent to the right 
hand of his Father ? I can well avoid looking 
•£>r such points andpositions,andbethaakfbl,in« 
deed, thatearth willnot showme whatearth waa 
unworthy to witness ; but the scene of the 
tdeep sorrow and depression of the Son of Man, 
mingled with so much lovetohisweakdiscipleSy 
ia^ scene quite fit for human associations to 
"Bdnrie witli, — and, amidst all its matchlesa 
anblimityi it is one to which we cannot chaw 
toomeary orfix too completely amid its real ao« 
Cfltoponhnents* 

V Yetthis^tbou^ it dispelsalmost the thought 
«f fevery odier, is not the only scene of sorrow 
?idilch may fasten on our imaginations where 
-vtrearenoW'Seatedwithyou, Pamphilus. There 
is another most mournful scene diat was acted 
upon 4;he' same ground, of a thousand years' 
greittep aiitiquity,^— the flight of David across 
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tto^Bttbe brook Kfidrtfh, &9^ie^^i^ li^cribM 

ili'%hfl6' sacred hiHdrian, mid '#hkAi bM< bfBM| 

given with ^at baaaty and leMpUcily byi « 

kite wrker, who, in oomposiofif a.omnp^nd'ot 

1iieiBibk»:fbF ehildren, faais done it with 80 mmiii 

iMil and lAropriety that it iB enough to ittdbe^ 

thftiteliiaiMbed^n lifeto become once'^metie^iMr 

litde children. ''Astheandentmoiiareh/(Mra 

hey for I have lately added- these ralnable litttcr 

nkiliinves to my oo^leetion) passed the- bFOOk- 

Bedron^ diose of his subjeets, who^ amid'ttlli 

h)s mn^ermmes^ retained towards him tan uli<^' 

siftken loyaky^ expressed their grief with loud^ 

kMsentatsonsyin whiohitis n&t improbfibledMCi^^ 

^!to ^oinml, whose hearts had, in an evirhobi^' 

Heen previously estranged by the artftttrefH!>e-<^ 

sintMoiiB of his undudfiil son/' (By the we^i - 

2^ Absalom was reidly buried in the tomb whieb- 

ydil say- lies before us, it is a singular retribuw 

t^oRy ahnostlike Ahab's dead body bdiBgth£0W«y 

\i|ioiYthefieldofNaboththe Jearedite;) «'Oa 

hds asoetit of -Mount Olnrdt/ his own fteUo^r. 

were strongly overpowered. He there pattsld.- 

t# 'taSte a parting, it might be a- last, look of ti|0 • 

oily wfai^ hk own public apittithad ad(»weiir 

which hence bore his name, which had solately^ ■ 

been the seat of his govermaent>ai]d'the scifvie^' 

of'fais' magDiiieenoe,-^within whose 'WaUs ha i 

trtisted there still lingered many k loyal faeatft^** 

ai«d' where he had hoped his own adiflBiiiiera»> 

at length to repose in peace. From that jcity 

he. wi^ now expelled^ pot by a foreign enenijy^ 

not by an oppressed subject^ but .by. ooetitar 
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whom, he hadgiven life, who had reoentij^x** 
perienced hig uQineritedcleioenCy, and towarda 
whom he at this very moment bore an unex- 
tinguishable paternal love. On reaching the 
Urp of the ascent^ he devoutly worshipped the 
Ood of Israel." If we take, however, the 
words of the sacred historian himself, what 
anicture do they present, — especially to thoas 
wno are standing, as we are now supposii^ 
mirseLves to do, on the very spot where the 
pious monveh gave to Heaven the offering a£ 
his wounded spirit 1 " And David went up 
bythe aacent of Mount Olivet; and wept as 
hie went up, and had his head covered, and he 
went barefoot, and all the people that were 
with him covered every man ma head, and* 
they went up weeping." .But you spoke of 
some aacicQt monument <m the top of the 
mounl:. near where you took your position^ 
Pamphilu& 

.1 found there, I said,* some subterraneous 
chambers. One of tlunn had the shape of a 
cone> of immense size, the vertex alone appear* 
ing; level with the soil, and exhibiting, by ita* 
section at the top, a small circular aperture, 
the sides extenoing below to a great depth.. 
Thts extraordinary pieoe of antiquity, which, 
from its conical form may be called a subter^ 
rra«ous pyramid, is upon the ver^ pinnacle 
(^tfae mountain.-— What, saidPhilo, if itshoidd 

* Clarke. See Appendix, for observation^ on iheSt Stx^' 
p6Md reinaio* of ODtiqiiily. • ' - . 
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he one of the idblattotis higfii places of 'A» 
Isru^tes of <Ad, 9&eh, perhaps^ as ' ^ ' 

** The wisest heart 
Of Soknudii waft led hx fraud to build, 
A ten^e right i^p^iost the Temple of Ood» 
On that oppwbnpus hilj,"— .,- , ^ 

For BO the Mount of Olirea might aptly htf 
termed in.hii reign, though ssncdSed, aa ire 
hftve «een^ ao lately before by the piety of < hia 
Mher/ and though afterwarda to be rendereil 
still more hi^y by the tears and the pn^erre^ 
kia Divine descendant. ~ - ^ 

' My conmanion Joftephus^ as joalatdy called 
him^ said Cleanthes, infoTms me of a very di^^ 
&rent incident connected with this mountain) 
«^that the army «fff Titus encamped'upoit 'i% 
vhen advancing to its work of desttuetion.^^ 
Yes/ said Fhilo^ and to the vevy spot; it maght 
be^ whefe the destruction of Jerusalem maa 
foretold. — ^O yes, said I, where the rock of tM 
prediction is still pointed out. — ^No. maUtei^ fbr 
the rock^ said Philo^^>--but what imniteble 
beaaiyin the description of the ineident^*^''-eon«' 
trasting, as it does^ the scene of menssntai^ 
trinrnlph with the desolation so soen'approadiu 
ing I '" When he was come nigh,- even- nMr 
at the descent of the Mount of OHves, the 
wliole multitude of the disciples began ^orebt 
joiee^ and ]pfraise God with a loiid voice; 'Sot all 
llii9 mighty wcwks that they had* seen, saymg. 
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name 
of the Lord ; peace in heaven, and glory in the 
.bjghest>«-«nd when he was come near, he be** 
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Mdtbe dly^and wvfitoverit^ safing> If thou 
badst kiH>wn« even thou, at least in thi» thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace I 
but BOW th«y are hid from thnie eyes« For 
the days shall come upon tbee, that thine ene^ 
mies shall cast a trendi about thee, and com« 
|Hias thee round, and keep. thee in on every sidei 
and sbaU lay thee even with t&e ground, and 
thy children withki .thee j and they sbsll ni^ 
kave in thee one alone upon another ; because 
tbott khe weft not the time of thy visitation."-*- 
H^e your Josephus, Cleanthes, is invakiable^ 
*^Sory without intending it, he has given full 
testimony to the fulfilment of the prediction! 
of a kind to which no suspicion can be attached* 
as might have been the case, perhaps, if he had 
himself been a Christian. 

As that fulfilment approadied, you re* 
member the wonderful appearances in the 
heavens, and the fearful signs upon earth, by 
which it was ushered in, and which the his* 
torian strikingly dietails,-*-yet> snblime as these 
all are, . there are none of them, perhaps, s<i 
terrible as the voice of the masnac, which^ 
for years together, went am rq>^«ting the me* 
hmcholy cry of " wo V* These einens> which 
seemed to point out the speedy fulfilment of the 
prophecy of their great Master, induced the 
Ohrisfiians in a body to leave the deVoted cil^^ 
and to retreat to Pella, a town beyond the Jon- 
daiVr'^UMi this Eight must have been felt, by 
the inhabitants as another prognostic^ even nuEtfe 
decisive and alarming than all the rest. Bill: 
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I titeed not gd into a Mstory wMdr li tn ftMit- 
Hat to the readers of Josephns^ and which iMw 
lateljbeenthesplendid theme both of thepxietry 
andtheprose of Milmim. Thedescri|>tionof the 
tremenaous siege itself contains the pi<;tnr&'Of 
every thing diat dissension^ ofostinaey^ despeifft^ 
tion, can render revolting in the charweMrv'fdf 
the besieged^ relieved only by a certain subJi^ 
inity of perseverance and endnraaee^-— of all 
that treachery and cruelty can exhibit of moit 
horrible^ both within and without the'city>«^^4ti 
die conduct of the factions to each other, and 
of the besiegers to the wretched outcasts and 
captives that fell into theirpower,*— (even Tittti, 
the darfing of the human race, on this awful oe^ 
casionappearsinqoother character than asabar- 
barous executioner),—- mingled with the scenes 
of famine and its unnatural alleviations; vhidi 
ftttfke the blood run cold, — ^but not more ki the 
real narrative than iii the predictibnof die «Miru 
ish law^ver 1500 years Wore. ' 

The passage to which I allude is to bef««md 
'in the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy. Here 
it is : — " The Lord shall brinff a nation again^ 
diee from far, from the end of the earth, 'as 
swift as the eagle flieth; a natron' 'Whroae 
tongue thou shalt not understand ; a^nadoii ^ 
fierce countenance, which shall not itegard tlie 
pierson of the old; nor show favour to the 
young: and he shall eat the fruit ^of' thy cat^ 
tie, and the finiit of thyland^ until -diou he 
destroyed : which ^also shall not leave thee 
either com, wlne> or oil, or the increase oi^f 
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4t?Q|^^ thc«. Anflhe shall besi^^ tbaein 
vfiJl.U]^ gate^ until thy high and fenced WfiUs 
jOmie down, wherein tl>ou tru^tedftti thrpiigiH 
)Out all thy land ; and he shall besiege thee in 
4iU thy gateiw throughout all thy land, wbieh 
;th« JUord thy God hatli given thee. And thou 
^al^ eat the fruit of thine own body, the fleoh 
,of thy sons and of thy dauglUers, which the 
Xord thy God hath g^ven thee^ in the Hfm9, 
.and in the straitness, wherewith thine eaenuts 
I shall distress thee : so that the man that is ten- 
der among you> and very delicate^ his eye shall 
be evil toward his brother, and toward the .wife 
Ji( his bosom^ and toward the reimiant pf iis 
.ehUdren which he shall leave ; so that he will 
^j)ot give to any of them of the flesh, ofhii cbH- 
.j^rea whom he shall eat ; because he hath wh 
j^hiug left him i^ the siege,, and in the $trait- 
jgiMb wherewith thine enemies shall distress 
thee in all thy gates. The tender and delicate 
iUvgnan among you, which would not adveo- 
$»^ to set the sole of her foot upim the grdund 
^^9^ delicatefiess and tenderoessi her eye shell 
^be eivil toward the husband of her bosom, and 
'jimif l^d her son, and toward her daughter, and 
:|yviraiE4 her young one that opmeth out froyi 
betiiFeen her feet, andtowardher children whiqh 
4he ajhall bear : for she shall eat them for wwdt 
.«f all things secretly in the siege and straitness, 
.wbf»rewith thine enemy shall distress thee in thy 
.agates*"— ^TheRomap^, jpu xemember, foiupfct 
4h^ijr w«y £r<Nn atreet to s^^t, till At wt 

L 
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tliej were in- contact with tlie Temple^**- 
^itus would now gladly have saved this angtM 
bailding, and the remainder of the wretdied 
people, but, to the very last hour, the olxstsJ 
xiate resistance of this brave but devoted r^oe 
was maintained ;-^he Temple was wrapt in 
flames, and the sword was let loose in every omv 
ner of the .city ;— -no fewer than l,100;,€0&/as8 
said to have perished in this si^e, aiul-in> iiie 
courseof the war at Jerusalem^-^^^ind more than 
'850,000 in the other cities-anddistriets throaglq^ 
out PaleBtine,--4>esides about 100,000 reduoed 
to slavery. The triumphal arch raised to Titos 
still presents, to the contemplative eye, theme* 
xnorials of his victory; — ^but there isayetgreatier 
memorial of the triumphant course of the don^ 
of Divine Providence, in the continued dnpeiu 
aion of the once-dbosen people, and the conti^ 
nued desolation of that land and that Temple^ 
of which '^ no stone was left upon another."' '^- 
But it is not merely the catastrophe under 
Titus that has fulfilled the awful, yet tender 
and patheticdenunciation, that was utteredlrnm 
the Mount of OHves, — ^the whole history of J& 
rusalmn is, as I have said, but a tissue of ' tc»- 
gediest— *I wii^ Philo, said I,' that you wonU 
mentioB one or two more of the after latAitiea 
of this famous dty, as I am not much at home 
in its history. — ^The next great blow> I thmk^ 
smdPhilo, wasstruck by the £mperor Hadriib. 
Titus had left, (^ the old city, three great 
towers^ and a part of the wall, irtiU standin^^^**- 
'Wd, inprocesaof time, a new townbcgan^to-jw 
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tkm* ancknt nibUA. The Jenrs bad 
tftilL,^ Bielandwly pleasure in harbouring in 
their 'okl^eoesaes,— and mi^t hmre foitted the 
hope, that aometfaing of the splendour of theiv 
oWjginal goremment and religion might be re« 
wved* Tbeee ambitious views led &em into 
esiistiaiit rebeUions and seditaons^— -^md, in the 
stign of the above-mentioned emperor^ tbejr 
nere pattici^arly misled by a fiilse Messias, 
oained Baiooc^ab, who, from tiie poetic pro* 
pbepy of Balaam^ adopted the designation of 
the fien of the Star. Upon his defeat and death, 
the ploughshare was passed over the saered soyi 
of. Jerusalem ;— 4he most frightful scenes of 
Ubodahed succeeded, so as to convert all Jii« 
<]|ieBy wearetold, into a desert, while wildbeaate 
becjpnse the inhabitants of the cities. At last 
a^new city, called Aelia Capitolina, fhmi whidi 
efvery Jew was prohibited under pain of death 
firom approaching, was built by the emperor 
oft the hilis on which Jerusalem had stooa, — ^it 
was peopled by a Roman colony^— « temple, 
eflnsecTBted to Jupiter, wad reared on the very 
site of tike fallen Temple of God, — and, stiU 
more to mark the contempt in which the an- 
cie«t worship was held by these profane in- 
truders, the image of a swine was erected over 
qne- of the gates* It was under these drcum- 
slanoes, as I before mentioned, that die seat of 
the Jewish faith and learning came to be esta» 
blqbed at Tibeijas, — and grievous as the spee- 
Itfusle of the desecration of Jerusalem must harve 
been^ ta the pride, no less than to the piety, of 
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the pmiskchiLtB in that cky, yot die ffim*^ 
tliese pirasions was probably still laore wtmaded 
wben 'tb»>C^ri8ti<ai' creed becAmeHtuatf ^^ 
empire under Cmstantiiie. Tiiere ii^» yet, cekr 
takilif; no greater tendetiojr soAong tlie Jewii to 
bte<inae«onvert9tothe<preTai)iiiffTeligloDy4.^<» 
the contraryi the system <^ regular and ^nuta 
tndnin^ in Which the Rabbinical avthorityhiHl 
long exerciwd> them, made them pt^f agahu* 
idl2ie lying wonders whidh were now smcKtfjt^ 
the '.most i^eient means of convennon td» 'tiid 
eatal^isbed fkit^, and hardened them stall mam 
against thtt'reccption'of those pure doctnnea 
&A '^^anuine reoordfi, which they had fa» three 
oeaturies'so tinhappily rejected. In yaln, thareu 
fiire^ might the mother of Constantinemake4iia 
grand discovery of the true cross among the 
sadMbiah ef - Jerasalem, 'or build a magniilccM 
temple over the sepulchre ; — ^the Jews beheld 
thk triumph of the rival faith with indfgnatiOd^ 
indeed, and smothered resentmem;'but with no 
tendency to conviction,— and as they were yet 
f^mbkiden to enter within its sacred walls, ^'tfale 

eohibition," as it is beautifully expressed lijf 
FiMiltnaii, *^ was still farther emb^ered' 1^ 
liie distant view of the splendour v^ieh"lbe 
new city had now assumed. Christian pilgiriBiia 
crowded the ways which led to theIMy4Zlity> 
where the wood of the true cross beg«& tO'dHau 
seminate its inexhaustible splinters through tiie 
Ghristian world. The church of <the Hoty^.Se» 

Glchre, built by the Empress Helena, roaein 
kf atafe, atid'ci^wned the h^ o£ Galv«r7>4» 
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Miiflh their mcefltors liad crucified Jetus of 
£iriattr<!tfa,~wliile the hill of Moriah lay deie« 
errttodand-deaDhite, as it had been left by die 
piottgh of die insuldng conqueror." 
»> No wonder dien that the grand expectatione 
flODBited by the Bmperor Julian ahcnild haiici 
nek wkh so eager a reception from the JewSy 
ted afforded them once more the hope nod 
only of immunity, but of restoration ! The 
ftdici to rebuild the Temple was instandy met 
by the universal ardour of the nation to assimfc 
in so saered a work^ — and from all places of 
theifr retreat they came swarming into Judaeft 
to join in this re-establishment of their national 
f^fory. The hand of Providence, however^ 
was m<H?e powerM than diat <^ the emperor 
or of the peq>le,— «nd whether the work was 
interrupted by a miraculous interference or not» 
it is enough that it was interrupted^ to satisfy^ 
the requisitions of prophecy, — and the speedy 
ial] of the apostate in battle prevented the im« 
pious^attempt from ever being renewed. The 
succeeding emperors were sometimes favour- 
able to this £illen people, but more frequendy 
severei---4he patriarchatein the meantime was 
vei^^g to its dedine, and at last expired ii^ 
die reign of Theodosius. The Jews, indeed, 
had' gradually been becoming less and less an 
iaiportant part of the population of Palestiney 
and the central point was, accordingly, lesa 
strongly marked, from which the authority of 
Iteir religion; mig^ naturally emanate. Th*. 
laws of Justinian became at last inauppert- 
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«ble to this persecuted people, and tbey hdHed 
^lei prospect of the ininaioii of tke.Pereun 
wonerch on the enfeebled eiafiire ;*<^thi8, often 
threatened, undiinpepfeDtly attempted,. iv«8< at 
Ust executed withawf ulTengeuiceby Cboiroeay 
tad. With the encouragement itreceived fijooi 
the Jewfl of Palestine, brought upon Jonft* 
•edem the last of the calamities whioh I sbaii 
at present notice, but which, in its hortoia^ 
seems to indicate that this fated city is destiaed 
to involve in its disaatrous destiny erery class 
of worshippers who may successively inhelnt 
it; But I will thank you, Pamphilus, to aread 
to us the account of that catastrophe^ as it is 
glv<en'hy the eloquent Milman.-i»>Phila tiMSi 
pointed to the passage, and I read as follows x*^ 
^Chosroes turned towards CSonstanthlople i 
his general, Carusia, advanced to the conquest 
4f Palestine and Jerusalem^ Hie Jews anoae 
at his approach ; from Tiberias and Nasaredi 
theijr joined him in great numbers, till . theur 
force amounted, according to report, to 24,000 
men. It had comeat l^igUi,'^the long*oxpoiit» 
ed hottv of triumph and vei^ance ; and.thc|f 
lUd not neglect the opportuiiity>«^they' washed 
away the profanation of tfaie Hol^ Qito'isn 
Ohvietian blood. The Persians are isaid to haue 
sold "^e miserable captives ibr money.* The 
vengeance of the Jeu^ was stronger than tbdr 
inrarice; not only- did. tbey not scraple>.te 
stforifiee t^eir tceasuitts in the purchase d^Aham 
depvoted bondsmen,, they put totdeath withant 
remorne ialUthey-iiad' purchased' atua-iaviaJh 
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}Hiee. It was a vaacmuT of die tkae that 
W^IOOpei^shed* Eimy Christian cbureh wta 
dei&oI]fllied,-^tbaik of tb* Holy Sepukhoe.m 
tile great object of furiinis hatred ; the ma^btkf 
bsilding of Helena and Constantine was abao^ 
dcmed to the flames ; ' the devout oflbringa of 
thTee hundred years were rifled in one saeei* 
legious day.' But ihe dream of Jewish tn* 
Hmph was short ; the hope of affain poasesaing, 
if not in independence^ under the mild proteft* 
fion- of the Persian monarch, the Holy City of 
Ibeir forefathers, vanished in a few years. The 
Smperor Heraclius, who seemed to shimbev 
<m the throne of Byzantiura^ like anothei^ Sam 
daftoapalusj suddenly broke die bonds >of sloth 
and pleasure '•-^fter a few campaigna, con*- 
docted by the Roman with equal btddneas and 
ability, the Persian monarch, instead of mrv 
Fiying his victorious troops under the walls of 
ByKantiiim, trembled within his own inseeuse 
capital ; and the provinces wbidi he had ovetA 
run, Syria and Egypt, passed quiedy undef 
the sway of th^ir former masters. Heradiuog 
himself visited Jerusalem as a pilgrim* whesr 
the wood of the true cross, wmeh had been 
^aniecl away to Persia, was reinstated with duo 
solemnity, and the Christian chimshes rettoved 
to their former magnificence." 
' 'Without going farther into the history at 
present, said Philo, it is easy to remark^ ftonr 
the passages which we have run over, that tiio» 
Mte of the present Jerusalem must, necessarily^ 
beconsid^ably diiibrent-from that of tke^an* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lift TCnM.OW «» iU»X is^OHh 

cktet dtji-^-indbedi die otmpliete' dsrtriMslitp 
of the latter^ and the b«ildmg of sax enlii^-fliM 
one, muat have so eltored the position tlwl ii 
may even bedifficult now to trace where Jeru^ 
salem has been. . t . 

» ¥e8> said I, Mount Calvary^ which wag:foiQ». 
Bitfly to the w«it of the city^ hae now, it is, 
said, become a part of it^-^-and a great partis at 
least, of the Mount Zion to the south, is now 
on its outside, which was previously entirely 
within. It would seem, too, to have extended 
a good way farther to the north, the only 
side on which it is not defended with hills^ 
and to have approached much closer to what 
axe called the Tombs of the Kings, than it doea 
at present — I remember, said Philo^ this ia 
whimsically put by old Fuller, in speakii^ 
of the originid site of Cambridge, inhis Churda[ 
History ^ Britain, — in reply to the cavil of 
some Anticantabs, that, because that univereity 
was not situated of old just where it is now> 
Ae places were not to be accounted the same. 
*^ It is no news," says he, '^ for great cities, in 
process, of time, as weary of long standing, to 
ease themselves a little, by hitching into aii«H 
ther place. Thus some part of modern Rome 
ia removed m<Hre than a mile from the ancient 
area thereof. Thus Jerusalem at this day is- 
come down from MountZion, and, more aout^ 
west^ climbed up Mount Calvary ; yet either* 
«f these places would accountthemselves highly 
injured, if not reputed, for the main, the same 
witb the foxmer/' Much inveatigatipn haa 
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tatk'^ttjsli^ydd bftMKvOlcm to point ontftiiff) 
dMKfitOiaces'm tbe position of tho pretent smd 
dBi iM^onAlnr Jbmdalem, and-umdr goodnuMp 
ifrido^ttem^iid tHeir Yead^PSy.A'^butl fk>* nalr 
suppose ^ou went into any of these minute 
etfSmatttilmBj and I have* no -desire to pose 
j^^opDii tlM subject,-*^! woald much' rathor- 
eteugtioe idthyoa- flome of die remarkable spote 
lililoh CDUldnot btttfall within your view, and 
iriiifthare pardcvlarly crowded in the neiebM 
boiifliood of tho'Moafat of OHves/ upon wtecbr 
we^lttiineso longbe^i seatedalon|^ with youw ; i^ 
should )ake tandi, tiierefore, to step down>witit 
3NHI «o a few of these soenes^^-^^ind if yoQ mtm 
tfMi^ftoto walk^ you may get upon- your 'mnle^ 
which vou know you have turned out to gnizb 
qouMwhere on the side of die hill.^^1 deoUiTO^ 
said I^ Philo, my mtile is quite out of si^t^ 
^todi think someOines de Pissamonteor otheD 
mavtrhai^ got hokl of it, in like manner as of 
SiBicho's assy-^Mor can the poor creature hafv 
Mkii into the circular aperture of the great 
sabflerraneonsJbuildix^ on the top of the moun** 
tain?-^If this was^ as we sapposed^said PJiil»y 
MMciof^he idolatroua high places^ the bones^f 
tlHt>|ioot> nrale will oompkete the work of dese^ 
GMnoii'whieh'was so piously escecnted by good 
King > JoBiah^ when *^-he brake in pieces the 
imagoiy'aiHl-out down liie grovee, and fiUed 
tkdr places with the bones of men." But/we 
h^eivte notte'towidk from our present pesitioii 
toithe monumeiits immediately below ns; caUedr 
t|iO'S^idofa»eB'of ike PatriarohSj^'^we.^BiBU^ 
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not eren hare to ^ss tbebf oo&' Ked^dii^MliiNi 
we i^ach them. •:;•>» 

' They are really^ said I, oarioas and>i6heii 
rable structures^ or rather excavations. IjMk 
to the tomb of Zacharias, you wiH find it 
to be a square mass of roek, hewn dowli'iiitb 
fbrm; and isolated by a passage of twdhre'd^ 
ifteen feet wide^ on three of its sides^^^^Mii^ 
iburth> or western front, being open towai^ 
the ralley atid to Mount Monah, the foMi'hIt 
which is only a few yards distant. There' afitt 
pillars all round, and it is t urmounted by ft 
pyramidal structure, whidi seems' to be of 
masonry, and not cut out like the rest f^om tim 
tfolid roek.-^hall we suppose, said Philo, that 
tiiis is really the tomb a£ Zacharias, son of 
Banichias, who was diain between die tcmrito 
9taA the altar, and that it stood, even in me 
days when that allusion was made, ominous of 
the destruction which was soon to fall 'upon 
llie descendants of his murderers,-— foif it .wa« 
to avail them nothing that they bi:dlt the tomto 
of the prophets, and gami^ea the sepulchMi 
of the righteous ! Perhaps it was in the v^tei- 
bity of this tomb that the hypocntical teaohsiv 
of the Jews,*— and shortly their instiffatovt 
to a still more sacrilegious murder,— ^wdtbeaa 
deeds and their punishment cast up to.tlMh. 
The words of Jesus may often be ilkistraeefi^ 
if we suppose them to be pronouneed w iti ii a 
tight of tne objects to which theyrislbr $ uA 
Iteseobjects acquire a new dmracterof saifo* 
tity, if we regard them a»haviiigbeen«etilaU)^ 
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]pointtd to^ in the moment of emphatic deoi^w 
ciations, by the finger of the Son of God, and 
86 now remaining the seals by which Hw truth 
pf his words is attested. 
: A little farther on^ I continu^d^ advancing 
toWiards the north, we come to another excara* 
tion in the rock, which is by some called th^ 
Qiptto of the Disciples, from an idea that the j 
came, frequently hither to be taught by thei^ 
Divine Master, though its more common desig^ 
nation is that oftheTomb of Jehoshaphat, — ana 
it is supposed to give its name to the valley be-* 
low. Tnis is open to the front, and you can gei 
into the interior, and into several rude cham^ 
bers,— -in one of which there are grave-stones, 
^^while the tomb of Zacharias, before men« 
tioned, is closed all round. t 

. The religion of Jesus Christ, said Philo, was 
%uite as much intended for the daylight of the 
iK^irld as the moral discipline of Socrates him* 
sidj^—^and I do not read, in the accounts handed 
di^woi either of the one or of the other, that they 
smuggled their scholars into grottos and caves* 
You would find the one in the street or in this 
temple of Jerusalem, or in the open fields an4 
monntains around it,— ^as certainly as the other 
in the workshops of the artisans, or the circl^ 
otthi^ philosophers of Athens,— and it was firom 
dctoal life and nature, not from any mysterious 
HiMlesotericsourcas, thatthey both derived lhei]r 
instructions. We hear of maniacs among the 
tombs, in the gospds,— but not of Christ and 
^H disciples cbi^omg these as thc^r residency 
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or places of retreat^ though thev might be acU* 
mirably adapted to the taste of tne monks of afi 
after age^ who approached nearer to the mani- 
acal than the Christian character. No doubt, 
the good old Helena was mightily taken with 
this grotto of the disciples^^-ana there would 
have been a temple erected over it in a trice, 
had it not, perhaps, seemed to be a structure 
sufficiently goodly and adorned already. Whea 
Jesus had any private instructions to give to 
his disciples, which might not be fitted for the 
ears of the whole world, he did not take them 
into a tomb, but into the garden of Gethsemane, 
—the reason, we are informed, why the traitor 
sought for him there, for he, little as he had 
profited by them, must have been present 4t 
these sacred colloquies or meetings of devotion. 
"Judas," it is said^ "knew the place; for Jesus 
qft'times resorted thither with his disciples^' 
So we shall leave this venerable. place to the 
occupation of the good old King Jehosapha^ 
•—whether his bones are in it, or only hi^ 
name is somehow attached to it, which is the 
more probable account, — ^because Jehoshaphat 
" was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David." 

I do not know why the whole valley, said I, 
should have been called after him.— Nor I nei- 
ther, said Philo ; but there is some kind of mys- 
terious sanctity attached to this valley, arising, 
I suppose^ from the words of the prophet,* who 

• Joel. 
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saysj in the nmne 6( the Ddity,— *' When I 
shall bring ugain the captivity of Judah and 
JerusdletAy. I will also gather all nationsi and 
will bring themdowninto the Valley of Jehoshib' 
phat, and wfll plead with them there for my 
people." It has hence been interpreted^ by not 
only Jews and Christians^ but even by die Mo- 
hammedans^ as the scene of the future jiidg- 
ment.-^It will be but ft narrow theatre^ aaid % 
for the assemblage of a world for this awful })ur-' 
pose,-— a mere ravine between the mountains 
of Moriah and of Olives, in which there is lit- 
tle more space than for the course of the brooks 
now you see quite dry^ though, in the rainy 
season^ it becomes a torrent. Yet> what apace 
therjB is, ia covered over with the grave-stones 
of the JewSj with inscriptions in Hebrew cha» 
racters>— as it is esteemed among them one of 
the greatest blessings to end their days at Je^ 
rusalem^ and to obtain a burial in the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat. For this purpose the more 
devout amoiig them come from distuit parts of 
the world, and it is certain that immense! prices 
are paid by them for the privilege of depositing 
their bones in this venerable spot. 

I do not suppose, said Philo, it is so much 
for the honour of being among the first to ap- 
pear At the great day of resurrection that these 
poor outcasts flock into this valley, as that they 
still wish to be gathered under the wings of 
Jerusalem, though she has not been able to 
protect herself, even as the chickens are ga- 
thered under the hen. But perhaps, Pamphi- 
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Iu8^ thbsre ifvho have fixed upon this valley «s 
the theatre of the last day^ relieve their minds 
from the confinement of its present limits^ by 
applying to it another sublime prophecy :*-^ 
'' His feet shall stand in that day u|K)n the 
Mount of Olives^ which is before Jerusalem on 
the east ; and the Mount of Olives shall cleave 
in the midst thereof toward the east and toward 
the west, and there shall be a very great valley : 
and half of the mountain shall remove toward 
the north, and half of it toward the south." — 
Will this new valley, I wonder, said Cleanthes^ 
be opposite to the stone which the Mohamme- 
dans have left jutting out of the eastern wtdl of 
Jerusalem for the accommodation of their pro- 
phet^ who, they insist, is to sit on it, and call 
the whole world from below to judgment H 
It is amusing enough, by the way, to see how 
this religion, of comparatively recent date, sets 
about aping its more ancient and venerable 
predecessors. 

True, said Philo, yet you will perhaps be 
surprised when I tell you that, coarse imitation 
ana daring imposture as it is, I cannot help en« 
tertaining a considerable degree of respect for 
Mohammedanism,—- and conceive that it must 
have been intended^ by Divine Providence, to 
serve no unimportant purposes in the history 
of religion. It arose, you know, amidst the 
corruptions of Christianity ; for ecclesiastical 
historians have represented to us the Christian 

« Zecbsriah. + Maundtell. 
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world :at this period,' especially the Eaetam 
division^ aa n^ore occupied with thofie irniu* 
inerable novelties and conceits out of which 
h^esies are formed, than with the simple re- 
ooUe/ctions of their faith,— r-which, if they had 
al wi^y s beai regarded wore in the light of facts 
than of doctrines, would have inspired a much 
moi^ genuine and natural piety, than when 
they gave rise to endless coqtroversies and 
schisms. This tendency early vitiated the. mm* 
plicity of the Gospel>-— and die tremendous re- 
volution in opinions and domination, to which 
^e are now adverting, has been represented aa 
sent as a punishment and correction for the 
Gorruptions that had fallen upon the Gospel* 
It was, indeed, an appropriate chastisements 
that whereChristianity wasproducingany fruilB 
rather than those of its characteristic charity^ 
— ^the faith which worketh only effectually by 
love should seem in hazard of being withdrawn 
from the world, — ^that when the True Prophet 
of human nature was not heard to utter his 
voice of wisdom and persuasion amidst the bar- 
barous dissonances of churches and sects, there 
should arise a prophet more suited to the scene 
of contention, and whose sword would be let 
loose to mingle with it, and to still it, — and 
that when the simple acknowledgment of Jesus 
as the Messiah, and the Divine Son of the Most 
High, was no longer the genuine confession of 
th^ penitent and redeemed heart, but was oyer- 
whelmed under the unintelligible perplexities 
of intellectual doubt and vanity,^-the coarse 
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tat iftiiembarrtssed prftdamatiAn fliKyuld have 
bteii petnutted to go forth amidst the tbimdeM 
of war: — ^* there is buteneCkid^ and Mc&fftl^ 
BMd is his prophet." Therearenoneofth^dkM 
peaoations of Providence^ however, wliaeh ar^ 
not to be viewed as merciftil no less thab ew^ 
0Midve/~«nd there is> I think, ground for 
mainCainiiig that the creed of Mohammed was 
a Mai improvement upon much of what Was 
called Christiui in his time. When men wore 
iBdipable of catching tlw true views and spirit 
of theGospel, itmight be better diatthehf mWidfl 
dhould at once be turned aside from it, and 
have something placed before them much more 
adapted to their capacities, and wiiich they were 
not permitted to vitiate by any vain specula" 
tioBs,-— in the same way as the Church of RcMne, 
with all Its superstitions, adapted to an igno* 
i^nt and rode oge, was, perhaps, less hurtlnl* 
to the genuine faith of the Gospel than the 
uncharitable schisms which preceded its es-* 
tftblishment,— or even than some of those 
which have disgracedthe churches of Refoftned 
dhristianity. 

' Your opinions on this subject, said Cleantbes, 
seem to me rather singular, and I should like 
to hear them opened, Philo, a little more fhlly. 
-•^I do not pretend to have formed any, replied 
Philo, that have in them much point or precis 
^on ; yet in this kind of desultory cobverslitiois 
on the origin and progress of Islamistai we 
taaj come to some views respecting it, which 
wHl at least be better than mere ign<»ant abuse ; 
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and if-we carry on, at the same time, our histch 
rical notices to the period when Jerusalem fell 
under the dominion of the caliphs, we shall, 
likewise, add another link to that chain of 
calamities for which this ill-starred dty has 
been so noted. 

Mohammed then, you may remember, was 
born in the 569th year of the Christian era, but 
it was not till the year 622 that the memorable 
flight to Medina took place, which has ever 
since been the Mohammedan era, under the 
name of the Hegira, when his religion had as 
yet made but a little way in Arabia. In ten 
years afterwards, the conquest of Arabia, both 
to the faith and the dominion of the prophet, 
had been accomplished, — and upon the ueath 
of Mohammed, which immediately followed, 
the armies of his successors, the caliphs, spread 
out with an invincible enthusiasm over many 
regions both to the east and to the west His 
successors were not his descendants, but elected 
from his principal adherents : the first, Abu- 
beker, who reigned only two years, was an old 
man when he was raised to that office of might 
and dignity ; and Omar, who succeeded him, 
was not lumself distinguished as a military 
leader. They were both, however, men of 
wisdom, experioice, and decision, and though 
calm and phlegmatic in their character and 
dep<Nrtment, they were evidently influenced by 
a strong and unwavering belief in the claims 
of their great master, and kept this spirit alive 
in the forces, which a word of their mouths 

M 2 
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'could incite or restraiii^ hj the weight of their 
example^ and foy the opportunities whidi they 
-mipplied for the support of that' principle. 
'They immediaftely let loose their armies of ill- 
xiaties to prey upon the enabled empire of 
Persia in one direction^ and on the effeminate 
and divided empire of Rome upon the o^er. 
It is difficult to conceive a stronger influence 
exerted by one mind upon others, than that of 
Mohammed over his followers. Though oon- 
^ssedly removedft'omthis world by the anfgelof 
death^andwitfaputanyclaimtoaresurrection,-— 
'Ihe circumstance which has told so powerfully 
in the progress of the gospel, — ^the original dis*. 
ciples and followers of this wonderful impostor 
seem to have had no moments of wavering or 
dissatisfaction with his pretensions, but to have 
gone on in the extension of the system wMHi 
he had established with an unerring hand^ and 
Vithont appearing to hesitate in the apprehsU* 
Bion that its success could possibly ftiil. This 
proves distinctly that there was something* In 
the situation of the world at the time, and In 
thecharacter of the agents employed in this sin- 
gular revolution, that were admirably adanted 
for its success, and we cannot ascribe the whole 
to the wisdom and foresight of the prc^het; 
yet we must believe that he had a very acute 
perception of these circumstances, and Mt 
how fat he could trust to their natural opAMU 
tion, since he would have rufned hia whole 
cause had he decidedly pretended to mirades^ 
the -falsehood of which might soon have been 
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detected. The mere force of his chfltttoter, 
*«id the positiveness of his asseitioBs^ coQJouied 
•with the &implidty of his veligi^n^ And ito 
preferahle aspect when compared^ not merely 
with the follies of Paganism^ which it displaced 
in its first grand efforts, bat even with the ob- 
stinate bigotry of Judaism^ evidently unsuited 
to the existing state of the worlds though^ as 
wel]>as the (rospel^ acknowledged by Moham- 
med to have been an original revelation ; , and 
with the corrupt state of the Christian doctrine, 
which^ losing all the simplicity and hold upon 
the heart and afiections which were its genuine 
characteristics in the hands of its first preache}«^ 
had now degenerated into a mere chaos of dis- 
putation, by the efforts of men to penetrate by 
their understandings into points over which a 
mcred and salutary veil had been drawn j-^ 
these powerful advantages <^ the ^reed of Mo- 
hammed must have had a strong influence over 
the grave and firm characters of his first dis- 
ciples, — and, impressed as it was upon thdr 
msods, was enough to qualify them, without 
the possession of more than common prowess 
aad abilities, to keep up the fiame which he 
hud kindled in the warrior hordes ^hom they 
sent forth to conquer in his name. 
• When we hear of the caliphs, said Cleanthes, 
m^ are apt, from the tales by which our youth- 
ful imaginations were fed, to think pnly «f 
apljendid but capricious tyrants, who cared not 
to sacrifice a grand vizier and his whole family 
en the slightest interruption to ^heir despotic 
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widies; and when^ in the progress of their 
hi^torY, the commanders of the faithful oo« 
ottniea the palace^ of Bagdad and Bal9or0, 
ana had left the religious soil from which their 
fiiith first sprung, they may have been natu* 
rally less disposed to regard themselves as the 
servants of God than as the masters of men* 
But there is something very different^ I agree, 
with.you, and not a little venerable in the 
original aspect of these successors of the pro- 
phet, and^ indeed^ in the general demeanour 
of his followers. When he sent forth his 
annies from the camp of Medina to invade 
Syria^ Abubeker^ '^ as soon as their numbers 
were complete (I have turned to a passage in. 
Gibbon), reviewed the men, the horses, and the 
arms, and poured forth a fervent prayer for 
the success of their undertaking* In person, 
and on foot, he accompanied the first day's 
march, and when the blushing leaders at- 
tempted to dismount, the caliph removed their 
scruples by a declaration, that those who rode, 
and those who walked. in the service of reli- 
gion, were equally meritorious. His instruc* 
tions to the cjiiefs of the Syrian army were 
inspired, by the warlike fanaticism which ad- 
vances to seize, and affects to despise, the ob- 
jects of earthly ambition. ^ Rememb^,' said the 
successor of the prophet, ^ that you are always 
in the presence of God, on the verge of death, 
in the assurance of judgment, and the hope, of 
Paradise. Avoid injustice and oppression, 
consult with your htethriSQ> and study to pve^ 
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serve the IdVe mid cotifidenee df jiMir ti^oofMV 
Whei^ you fight the battled of the Lord^ ae« 
qfdtyourselved Hke men^ wi^bnt turning yiid#^ 
liiMife«> bat let not your victory be stained wilb 
tif^ b]ood of women or children. Destroy no" 
^in^rees, nor bum any fields of com. Cot* 
oMita no ^oit-trees^ nor do any mischief t»' 
dMtle, only %uch as you kill to eat When' 
yoa niake any eovenant or Article, stand to it^ 
and be us good as your word. As you go on^ 
^9a >viri11 find some religious persons^ who* 
uv% retired in monastenes^ and propose to- 
thBtnselves to serve God that way ; let them 
akme, and neither kill them nor destroy >their 
monasteries : and you will find another sort oP 
p«ople that belong to the synagogue of Battin^ 
who have shaven crowns ; be sure yon cleave 
tMt skulls^ and give them no quarter till they 
either turn Mohammedans or pay tribute t' 
All profane or fnvolous conversation ; all dan- 
g^ous recollection of ancient quarrels was se- 
ve)*e)y prolnbited among the Arabs; in the 
tntnult of a camp the exercises of religion were- 
asflidtibilsly' |n*actiBed, and the intervals of ac* 
tion were employed in prayer^ meditation, and 
the study of the Koi^n. The abuse, or eveft 
tlie use of wine was chastised by fourscore 
strokes on the soles of the feet, and, in die 
fervour of their primitive zeal, many secret 
sinners revealed their fault, and solicited their 
punishment. After smne hesitation, the oom« 
mMid of the Syrian army was delegated to 
Aba Obddah, one of the fugitives of - Mecca 
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«Qd companionB of Mohavuned, whose zenl 
and devotion were assuaged, without bc^g 
abated, by the 8iDg.ttlar mildness and benevon 
lenoe of his temper. But in all the emer'* 
gencies of wo, the soldiers demanded the sa>> 
pcffior genius of Caled ; and whoever might 
he the choice of the prince^ the Sword of Gq4 
waSf both in fact and in fame, the foremost 
leplder of the Saracens. He obeyed without 
reluctance, he was consulted without jealouay s 
and, such was the spirit of the man, or rather 
of the times, that Caled professed his readiness 
to serve under the banner of the faith, though 
it were in the hands of a child or an enemy. 
Glory, and riches, and dominion, were, inde#4» 
promised to the victorious Mussulman ; but he 
was carefully instructed, that, if Uie goods of 
this life were his only incitement, they likewise 
would be his only reward." 

There can be no doubt, said Philo, that m/^ 
of this character were fitted for conquest, and 
the history of their wars is accordingly almost 
a perpetual tissue of victories. It is full of 
singular and romantic adventures, in which 
Cai^d, the Sword of -God, is the prominentherp; 
and we already see, in the pictures of Saracenic 
valour, a good many of those lineamaits which 
were afterwards transfused into the descrip- 
tions of Ariosto, and of other chivalrous po«ts. 
There is, indeed, less variety or vivacity in the 
charaoter of the Mohammedan than of tl^ 
Christian knight. The former seems to haye 
]M^ notion beyon^l downright fighting; And 
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thefe ore few of the prelades and eoiirteftieft 
thdt grace warfare in his manner of acqtrittiii]^ 
himself; — ^the tender passion^ too^ has less of 
mind in it with him, since even the maid? of 
F^adise have, in his conception, little more 
than external seductions. In an action under 
the walls of Emessa, an Arabian youth, the 
cousin of Caled, a few moments before he was 
killed^ was heard aloud to exclaim, ^' Methinkfl 
I see the black-eyed girls looking upon me; 
one of whom, should she appear in this worlds 
all mankind would die for love of her. And 
I see in the hand of one of them a handkerchief 
of green silk, and a cap of precious stcmes, 
and she beckons me, and calls out, come hither 
quickly, for I love thee." Biit, in miracnlouB 
and persevering efforts of valour, the Saracen 
fblly equalled the European warrior ; and in 
strictness of good fkith, and even nicety of 
scruple, the follower of Mohammed might sit 
for the picture of apreux chevalier, 

'This quality, said Cleanthes, particularly 
distinguished a great favourite of mine. Aba 
' Obeidah, already mentioned as the leader of 
-the Syrian army. He had obtained, you re- 
member, an entrance into Damascus by capt^ 
talation, after an obstinate siege, at the sanTe 
'moment that the Stvord of Gcd was assailing 
the city on another quarter. The fierce Ga- 
\td burst in, shouting aloud *' no quarter to 
the enemies of the Lord!"— 'but when he 
reach^ that part of the city which Abu 
Obeidah had peaceably entered^ be was con- 
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ibunded td perceive the qufet deSneanour df 
hid brother warriors^—*" God/* said Abu Ob^ 
dah, '^ has delivered the city into my hands bjr 
tray of suri^nder, and has s^vdd the believers 
the trouble of fighting."-*." And am I not/' 
replied the indignant Caled, '* am I not tbe 
lieutenant of the (k)mmander of the futhfiiH 
^^HaSre I ndt taken the dty by storm ? The 
unbelievers shall perish by the sWord. Fail 
on/*— Abu Obeidah threw hjinself betweeti 
Caled's impetuous foUowei's arid the trefUbling 
citizens. The chieft adjourned to k neigh- 
bouring church, where tbe point was keenfy 
debated,.^but it was agreed that the treaty 
should hold, and the people of Damascus be 
exempted from injui^, till the decision 6f the 
caliph. Abubeker had expired before the ae- 
ooont of this capture had reach^ him, and by 
his last words had nominated Omar to iJie 
Calit>hafee* He maintained the character of 
justice and simple manners whidi had been 
- fifhoWn him by his predecessor. Oh reading the 
letter from Damascus he instantly sent a 4S^ 
iqwtch to Abu Obeidah approving of his cott- 
• duet, and superseding Galea from his h%h oom- 
•xnandi Now, this latter warrior exhHnled, in 
turn, the grandeur of his character. " I knew 
well," saidhe, " that Omar never loved me; \Mt 
■he is our caliph,>'^I submit to hisorder8,>-Htiy 
t aeal shall not be found to have relaxed, but I 
shall give equal proofs of it dn every occdnan 
on which my services shall be required." 
There was nothing equal, it must be ai- 
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Biittad, said Fhilo^ to this hijiph pitch of cba-» 
racter ia the degenerate subjects of the em<» 
pire ; — although great armies were assembled 
tor the defence of Syria^ they were soon routed 
and dispersed^ and in no long time a way was 
opened for the Saracen armies to the walls of 
Jerusalem. This city, still defended by its 
situation, and by the enthusiasm kindled in its 
defenders by ^e holy places which its waUs 
enclosed, held out for four months, but at last 
yielded on a capitulation, in which it was pro- 
posed that the caliph himself shpuld attend tp 
ratify the articles olf security in person. '' The 

Suestion (says Gibbon, Philo here handed roe 
le passage which I read aloud,) was debated 
in the Council of Medina ; the sanctity of the 
place, and the advice of Ali, persuaded the 
caliph to gratify the wishes of his soldiers and 
enemies, and tne simplicity of his journey is 
more illustrious than the royal pageants (^ 
vanity and oppression. The conqueror of 
Persia and Syria was mounted on a led camel, 
which carried, besides his person, a bag of corn^ 
a bag of dates, a wooden dish, and a leathern 
bottle of water. Whenever he halted, the 
^company, without distinction, was invited to 
partake of his homely fare, and the repast was 
consecrated by the prayer and exhortation of 
die commander of the faithful. But in this 
expedition or pilgrimage his power was exer- 
cised in the administration of justice ; he re- 
formed the licentious polygamy of the Arabs, 
relieved the tributaries from extortion and 
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ctufelty, m» dhaeti9*d»thd llikWy bf *e>eari*4 
cfens hy despoittttg thrift of tliewl rieh aiHrtJ 
and dragging tliem on thd* fkce6 m tfee doau 
Wtien he came within sight of Jenisaiemy tbd 
crfiph cried with a lo«d voiee, * God ia w?-^ 
tOrioQS. O Lord, give us an easy con^eutr- 
and, pitching his tent of coarse hair^ c^mly 
seated himself on the grourid. After signing 
the capitulation, he entered the city wiAotft 
fear or precaution, and courteously discoursed 
^th the patriarch concerning • bis Teligsovls 
antiquities. Sophronius bowed before his tie# 
master, and secretly muttered, in the words«of 
Diiniel, • The abomination of desolation is m 
the boly place/ At the hour of prayer th^ 
stood together in the Church of the Resarre^ 
tion; but the caliph refused to petformiilm 
devotrons, and contented himself with pf aj^iii^ 
on the steps of the Church of Clmstantane. : » 
the patriarch he disclosed bis :pradent;'«wd 
honourable motive.— ' Had I yielded/».Mq4 
Omar, * to your request, the Moskms «tf '» 
future age would have infringed the tsen^y 
under colour of imitating my eicample/* -fly 
his command the ground of the'Tdnptei of 
Solomon was prepared for the foundation so^ik 
mosque ; and, during a residence of ten daip^ 
he regulated the present and fntuie ataHeiof 
his Syrian conquests. Medina might be- jlfen;* 
Ibus lest the caliph should be detained hy >liM 
Jtoctity of Jerusalem, or the beanty of Damm 
cus',- her apprehensions were dispeUedtbyilijis 
piynmrpt and voluntary return to the j^onibktfMf 
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contiiii^od Pbilo, give us. a diBil;ipf:t picture pi^ 
the character of the kind of men who ,then 
illei the caliphate^ and of the rQligio^s sa^Q-r 
tity which was. diffused over theni* It was s^ 
sprt of character necessary to give empha$jl9 
^Qd impreasioKi to a false religion. The apos-i 
^es ,of Christianity^ venerated as they ^werq* 
niever seemed to come in place of their Mash 
ler ;'-^the caliphs were the representatives of 
ibeis's,. and* like the popes in an after age of 
Ibe; Christian Church, (did these holy fatfic^s 
borifow the idea from their Mohammedan rir, 
KaLs?) were the vicars> if not of God, at li^a^f 
^f hi» prophet. This fiction, in. part, ci^xpe in 
the room of the Christian persuasion of the 
jfwwrr&cdon of the great Author of the Gospel. 
Mohamned had di^ and was hurled like acu^* 
tiler ma]i> and had- appeared no u^ore Hpoi^ 
JbBifdi^ but, in the belief of his followers, hia 
iqpivit^ like that of Elijah upon £lislia> seemed 
to'fall upon ^e line ot his successorsi and each 
pidiph in his turn was almost an object of equal 
sanctity with himself. 

a The Saracen ascendancy had continued in 
gyda' upwards of 400 years previous to the Cru- 
^des, during which period it underwent, as 
might be supposed, over the wide dominions 
sjilajeebed to it, and in the change of times, many 
vkdiyMosa, — ^but these we cannot follow ; w^ 
HUHt.^ven emit its brilliant but passing era. of 
>l%litcindlea!rningy destined speedily to sink in 
ihe long and stiU hopeless gloom of Ottomaii 
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igf^oranc^andb^baruin. ExbatiBtedf l|QfiV/9v^f^ 
never to be restored^ as the yoathful vigour of 
Islamism must now be felt to be^atid^yeseodbliiq^ 
Lucan's aged oak, which, decaybd at therrooti 
tenaained only '^ pondere fixa auo/' it y^t so &f 
toay be likened to the tree in the Gospe^^ that ipu- 
numerable living tribes have been gathered ai^fL 
lodged under its wade-s;^aad branches. Whqi^ 
at Last it gives way, these will more easily' find 
their position under thetrnl}^ Divine trea^ wt^idbi 
is ever more and more ex tending till itshalllinatfy 
overshadow the nations^ than ha4 they bef^ 
scattered and abandoned meanwhile -ti^^Teiry 
blast of doctrine, without any point of ui^on ^ 
place of common shelter. This false creed, th^i^ 
which is only, after all^ a corruption of tb^ O^ 
pel, may not unreasonably be regarded as pi'^- 
parzng the way for its more univaraal spvitHi^^^ 
dominion. Let us now, then, CleaQthaii, X^filf^ 
for the spot where that smallest <if all aeeds; wafi 
sown, wJiich has arisen, and is farther to ariaf^ 
into the greatest and most heavenly of ^U x\^ 
plants upon earth ;'--^nd since we have broufilii|: 
Jerusalem under the false prophet,and ha^odiG- 
tuaily beheld the mpsque of his successorfowdf- 
ed on the site of the once-famed Templ^, where 
it still stands facing us, I am inclined, if.yi^i^ 
have no objection, to request Pamphilus ta 9pnr 
duct us for a time to Betnlehem, where wo ma^ 
V]«it the humble bvrth*>place of the ge^i^ne 
Prophet of God.-^I^diink we may as well 49ff^ 
that journey, said Cloanthea> l;iil to-morr4^v|,*« 
the ahailea of eventing kre now closing. j^Xft^p^o 
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in; bat I Witeve we may yet have tf^ht to' ddiN 
t^ndplACe, before we leave our present station; 
Ibe 8in;^ular pillar called after Absalom, the 
finest or those tombs which the Valley of Je- 
ho^aphat presents to us. — It is nearly opposite. 
Md I, the small bridge which leads across the 
Kedron; — which the people here point out as 
the identical bridge over which Jesus and his 
^ciples were accustomed to pass in their fre- 

Jttfent transits from Jerusalem to the Mount of 
I4ive8 ; and miraculous legends are appended 

to it, — such as 1 do not want any of them, 

tAid Philo> and the more I hear of miraculous 
Tories, the more contemptible and silly they 
^i^ear, — saving always, and alone, themiracles 
6t Holy Scripture, — and their character is of 
sO Very different a kind that the contrast h 
^<fcAtc enough to prove to me the truth of the 
ttoe and the falsity of the other. You may 
t^iink,Cleanthes, it is a strong assertion, — ^but I 
b^l3ev<e it is one which, the more it is exa-* 
liUned, will be found the better founded, — ^that 
tfiere is not one of the Scripture miracles in 
iHiich there is not some trait or feature that 
is quite out of the reach of imposture to invent, 
i-i*and on the other hand, that there is scarcely 
another miracle on record which does not 
t^tty in itself some mark or other of its folly 
iAtd futility. 

The assertion, indeed, said Cleanthes, is 

* I admit, said Philo, that there are incidents 
df tt*miraculous nature in the Sacred Writings, 

n2 
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^^f^ch, in thdr first aspieGt, mighft be corf* 
ft>uttded t^ith those of impodtnre or sopentsi 
lion, — such as thfe metamorpho^s of the water 
ittto wine at Cana,-— or the speaking of Ba* 
laam's ass,' — and one or two more^ — bift cxa* 
minethem a little closi^ry and you will find cirM 
ctiRi stances ^ of beauty or aptitude in them 
which attest the Divine hand ftbm which they 
proceed. There is an agreeable domestic tA 
In the fi^rst of these miracles^ and a stopping 
ihort, as it were, on the verge of impropriety 
or of the ludicrous, which no miracles of sopeiU 
stttion could have attained. When they aro 
domestic or homely, they are no less invaridiily 
irtilgar,-*-when they once approach the brink 
of the ridiculous, they instantly plunge ihto it 
ever head and ears. 

The only story of fiction which might, at 
first, seem to vie with the adventure of Balaam 
arid his ass, is the fine incident in Homer hi 
which Achilles is addressed by his honse/^-^ 
and there is more poetical beauty^ it is true, iti 
the latter ; but the very eloquence and pathos <if 
the speech of the noble war-horse betrays the 

§oet from whose glowing fancy it proceeded) 
*he ass, on the other hand, says nothing more 
nor less, in its few expressive words, than wiial 
you might suppose a brute-creature would sayif 
it were granted the degree of reason and speiM^ 
necessary for some special purpose, and - no 
more,-— '^^ And the Lord opened the motlth>'«f 
the ass ; and she said unto Balaam, what have I 
done unto thee, that thou hastemittenlne these 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



UMttl Off { VBB B#I«V IiANAi |6} 

three times? And BalAam wd unta the m4^ 
beettttse thou hast mpcked me a I would tberv 
were a sword in mioe hand* for now would 
I kill thee. And. the ass said unto Balaam^ 
am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden 
ever since I was thine unto this day ? was I 
ever wont to do so unto thee ?" — ^I believe, Cle* 
•ntiies, your friend Josephus passes over this 
story, — ^but had be narrated it, what an orator 
would be have made of this poor ass I be would 
bave put as many frigid common-places in 
ber mouth, as be has done in that of Judab in 
bis appeal to the unknown governor of £gypt« 
^rHtttorly spoiling the inimitable pathos and 
abnplicity of bis words, as they are given us 
by Moses. 

But I really beg pardon, I am digressing 
out of all measure, — I will only request yo<v in 
cocroboration of what I have now been saying^ 
to look into some of the Apocryphal Gosp^s 
which have lately been collected and pub« 
Ushed in English, with a hostile view;, as baa 
hem supposed, to CbristiaAity ; but, on th« con^ 
tmry> I tliink their publication a powerful coik 
firBttafei<«of the Bivine character of our received 
tQOords,-^ecause nothing can be more de»* 
picftble than the events which tbey relate^ 
-««^er can bear more distinctly the marks of im-t 
posture or childish credulity,*-quite as much 
ioaS'tbe legendary miracles of the Romish 
telendar,^-^r the pitiful hallucinations which 
HaT£ (disgraced even our own enlightened 
tisacks. If the Scripture miracles were any of 
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flieb the produce of Sn^etilotis invehti6i!ry bV 
fi^edulous «uper8tition, it might be thottgfM| 
that the enthusiasts of our age^ who possess sb 
much more scholarship and imagination than' 
ttie first disciples of the Gospel^ might devi^ 
events more takin? to the f&Xkcv, and wiUi d 

S eater air of probiUbility, than tne incidents of 
e sacred history,— but the contrary is evi- 
dently the result of the miracle-manufactui^ 
of these days. It has not even the merit cff 
being ludicrous. It is mere dull cop3nng with-l 
put the slightest pretensions to sense orplaitsi- 
bility in the imitation. Thus we have a repe-i 
tition of the miracle of tongues, — a. miracle tiot 
more striking than useful in the age of this 
apostles, — ^and the miraculous character <jf 
which was at once proved by being brought 
to the test of the interpretation ot tongues? 
Now, hysterical women gabble an inexplicable 
gibberish, which might very well, indeed,, b^ 
the inspiration of new wine, — (though new 
doctrine will do the business quite as well^)-^ 
afid we have men among us " of sapient ey^ 
serene^" who can hold up their hands in admi- 
ration, and cry out " a miracle ! a miracle !'^ 
But, for Heaven's sake, let us get away froiti 
this subject by taking shelter under Absaloifn'^ 
Pillar, — ^for, I believe, there is no proper open-i 
ing by which we can get into it. 

It resembles, said I, in the size, form, and 
decoration of its square base, nearly that of 
Zacharias, before described, — ^but it is a still 
more conspicuous structure, by being sur- 
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ippu,^^ by n ^barp conical dome. T^ere ^ 
in this as well as in the other monuraenU in 
pis place^ so strange a mixture of style an4 
ornament^ that one knows not to what age 
they are to be ascribed. Can this be really 
^he pillar erected by Ab$alom in his lifetime, 
when he said, '' I have no son to keep my name 
11^ remembrance ?" — We shall suppose that it 
is, said Philo ; and as a structure such as you 
describe may have existed from any antiquity 
that you please> — since^ expept the dome^ ther^ 
is nothing of mouldering masonry about it,— «• 
it is more agreeable to the imagination^ anj 
may come nearer the truth, to say that it was 
really built by Absalom than by any other 
personage of old times. And there is some- 
^ing very interesting to think that we are 
gazing on the individual structure which that 
vain man raised for the preservation of hU 
iii|me,-^and who> worthless and insighifieant 
sfl he was in himself, yet has become an object 
of great interest in every after age, from the 
deep seat which, with all his guilt and folly, 
he held to the last in the warm heart of his 
ptous parent, — '^ O Absalom, my son, my son« 
Absalom, would God I had died for thee,— <0 
Ahsalom, my son, my son I" — Here our coik 
versation, my Hermippus, ended for the even* 
ing. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

' Bethlehem. 

Whbn we met again next moming^'-^I amttw 
kynging, said Plulo^ to contemplate the births 

Slaoe of another^ and a very different kuid of. 
escendant of David from nim whose mQnu4>) * 
ment we last evening visited; — let us proctiMt 
if you please, for Bethlehem. .j' 

> » We shall have a journey of aboot two houi^ 
said I, — and we must first turn into the Valley 
of the Son of Hinnom, on the south of the oitijrv 
and cross the hill, which, onthe other side, tofi 
that valley, faces Mount Zionr in that diFectioii4 
This hill has some olive-trees scattered over ify 
and is not unculti vated . The country, howeliretp 
throagh which our road lies, is, for the most 
part, rocky and barren, exhibiting^ ina..few; 
patches, some scanty crops of grain, and .ih> 
other parts a covering of grass and wild^floweca^ 
AJ^out half-way we stop at the convent of Elia^. 
where I will not detain you, Philo, with' tli^ 
vestiges of that great prophet's miracles, ^iU> 
sufficiently conspicuous, if we may believe tli» 
priests of his order,-'->but we proceed into the 
Valley of Rephaim, so famous for the victodes' 
of David over the Philistines, — a ground atony- 
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and unattractive from any natural beauty ; 
when turning on the rights at a little distance 
from the road, we come upon the tomb of 
Rachel. What we now find is evidently a Mo- 
hammedan building, resembling, in its exterior, 
the tombs of saints and sheiks in Arabia and 
Egypt, — ^being small, square, and surmounted 
by a dome. It is pleasing, however, to find the 
rival religions all meeting in similar sympathy 
around the original traditicma of their primitive 
hittdry,-^-and the Jew and the Chriatian most 
be grateful to the Mohammedan for fHreserving 
the memory ci the spot where Rachel was hv^ 
iMi *^ Rachel died and was buried in the 
way to Ephratah, which is Bethlehem ; and Ja^ 
ceb«6t a pillar upon her grave; that is the 
pdlar of Rachel's grave unto this day." The 
me in uriid of- the conjugal love of the good old 
patriarch, has, however, long disappeared, — but 
pvobbbly this structure is raised on the spot 
nAich tivdition, or, it may be, some fragment 
of the original pillar, had marked. 
'-There is something, saidPhilo, very padietid^ 
ittthe whole history of Rachel, without aeta« 
sily UBounting to a tragedy. The early at* 
twhroeiit between her and Jacob, commencing 
in. so beautiful and pastoral a manner, at the 
sfaii&p^watering at the well, — ^interrupted in ita 
oinsummation by such cross accidents,-*-and 
so'iong without its full satisfaction from the 
wdnt of children,— 4hen its termination In the 
nehinoholy circumstances recorded by the sa^ 
(Ted]hietorian;^-4here is not, perhaps, anyst^ry 
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thrtougfioit^hich has no 



gender 83n»pathie8. Nodii«^,howet>«ri^ftli!ll*lie 
less the app^afance^ in this or anjrothef ^crip- 
ture narrative than t^t, of getting np a 6ta^ 
for effect. The eflT^ct is (greater t^n atiy tow ed 
effort could have made h^-^btit it is tl^ eftSCt 
solely of trul3i«ndtiftttire. • '• 

• We now, said i,' come rery shortly uHlMii 
view of Bethlehemi-^«nd let us piniBe^ if j^efti 
please, to enjoy ^ interesting sight. Tlte 
town appears covering the ridge of a hiM, da 
the southern side of a deep send extensive vA* 
ky,* and reaching f¥om east to west,--4liie tnost 
conspicuous object being the monasteryereMd 
over the Cave of the Nativity, in the subtn^te^ 
and on the^ eastern side. The Dead Sea iielow^ 
npon our Ibfl, appears so near tiiat we ^upplHe 
we tnijght ride thither in a vety short diite. 
SfS\ nearer stands a mountain tipon its w clM ; ^ 
Miore, resembling, in its form, the cone of ¥i* 
sovius, and having also a crater upon it#^fd», 
which is plidniy discernible. The disMM^ 
l)bwever, as I remarked of a former distant %ft% 
of the Lake Asphaltites, is much greater l^imt 
it appears to be,'-%hemagnittidec^the obj«^ 
beheld in this fine prospect causing ^em t)» ttf* 
pear less remote than they really are, in an itl» 
inosphere remla*kable for its clearness wd- ie^ 
renity. We may now advance to the greact^giHe 
of the Convent of the Nativity, and enter, 4^i!tai 
we so disposed, Philo. -^ 

. _^ ■ ' .. * \^ 

• CkAe. • "t 
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^fb^ etker incidfuito for wliich Bethlehem ww 
i(^tlkiguidiecL They are all of a tender and 
^thetic character. Here dwelt the young f«« 
JwalVj . an object of such deep love to the Levite 
•yrlHm.fihe desented^ and who came to Bethle- 
hem to recover her. It was on bis return home 
tyriib her to Mount Ephraioi, that she was so 
umielly. U9«;d, — ^tb« cause of, the bloody venge» 
joiice inflicted by the pc^ular indignation on the 
itribe of Benjamin. The story is shocking^ but 
j^ie is at the same time much domestic tea- 
r^i^meas in it» and a style of narrative inimitable 
Jm its grai^ul 3implicity. Yet this, and al- 
jppi^ evesry other narrative, must sink befove 
4bie story of Rutti>-r-the scene of which is like- 
vjprise laid at Bethlehem, — and which, in truth, 
4My be denominated the beginning of the hia- 
4apy of Jesus Christ. It is the farthest remov ad 
4B tbe genealogy of his human ance8tors,--«at 
Jbasit when they were beginning to form the 
'M^#l hou^e of David. There is a purity in the 
iM^i^n nirbich xnay well correspond with the in- 
-^pBf^ulate. character of the great birth which 
$BaUy sprung from this stock — and, perhapa, 
^ is worth adverting to, that Ruth, who, in the 
j|)el^lty of her character, may come nearer the 
. yH(gin, Mother than any other upon r^ord, was 
^H Gentile and not a Jewess,— ^nd so might 
^miitaUy be the fountain of His blood who was 
to come as a light to the Gentiles. David, too, 
was bom here, — and his love for his native 
place may be finely ^aced in the delight ^ 
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yearo^ towards B6thleh€ia>**4ike tiMe SmU^ 
wlien they hear the song of their oooalaT^iki'ii 
&reign]aiul. ';i 

There is a well shewn asDavid's, said I> «ii^ 
the top of a small hill/ near the 8^ wbeit^ 
thei»ite of his house is fitill pointied Otit, it a 
little distance from the present city*"— The weH 

? token of in the beautiful anecdiote to whidi 
alluded, said Philo, ia described as being hf 
the ^ate of Bethlebeni, and p^haps there may 
be Bome other in the neighbourhood more ^df 
cordant with the sacred narrative than the one 
fc\i have mentioned — Now> I do siieeoUirtsfc 
said lyt that, passing close to the walls^ I^en^ 
tered into a deep valley -on the north-eostmi 
side of Bethlehem, which was poililed<Hi^ilp 
me as the place where the angel is saidi WiA 
iiDvultitiide of the heavenly host, 'to have: iip«' 
peared to the sh^>herds of Jadaea' with the glm 
tidings of our Saviour's- nativity ; and, haling 
liere in an olive plantaticm at the bottom. €)fif'^ 
valley- below the convent and the town > I fiHiknd 
near, this spot a well of pure and r^reebiiEig 
water. ; 

O this must be David's weU, said Phllo^f^r- 
andnow, since you placed its i|ite near thefsMNsne 
in which the first announcement waa ra^de to 
mankind of the springing up of that w^ell aif 
livim waiters wmch was now newly, ^epeiied 
•for the refreshment of the natiens> I cfOniotfbiit 

> ■' ■ - . , ... I. ,.1. — ■ ■ ■ Vf vn 

* AnonymotiB Jnumai. . * ■ i* €l*rfcK n^ 
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Mttk ifpott Ba^ff^-i^U as in som^ feirpect'tt 
tyt>^ of hiB Dirine deBtendaat. ' I atn nor fVii^d 
tbaltegemitig Scrmtarea; and when id^to of 
this kind are porea upon till they asdtitne A 
Vtoiy important place in the sysAem of Mcfed 
tUmtb^ they no aoubt become both pemieioas 
$nA iidicttlottfl. Yet, in a certain mann^^ 
Serlptare may be Ml of aUegories,-— of slight 
allusiorts and references, which may fait the 
^n^ and then a^ain leave it, in the same way 
^ natare is full of them. The resemblance of 
the ieiiMas ef - the year to the periods of htrmati 
Hfe, and the moral and religious Reflections 
whii^ are founded on ^is analogy, are not 
quite fimciful, but seem to be designed bv the 
gretait and gracious Being, who, amidst all the 
tftihpproaehabie grandeur of his nature ztid 
«ttfibiites, vet takes tins method of annlog;^ 
iQkI poetical allusion, if I may so speak, to hold 
tofcivei^se with his rational and imaginative ofl^ 
Jtering ; and I have often pointed out ttf you, 
'nm^his, Svhat a noble and delightful use is 
^Qiade of such analogies in the constitution of 
4Milnre, by the preacher who has, probably, at- 
tained the purest and most comprehensiif>e 
Tidws* of religions troth, and certainly has 
touched them with the truest tact and delicacy, 
df any that have appeared even in the present 
'djge flip light and eloquence. 
^^"iiillike manner, what are called the types 
■ahwl figures of sacred writ, may be multiplied 
to any extent, if they are not dwelt upon 
keatUyiand fantastically,*^if they are merely 
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utTtlraffi'bMught'iiito tke fannid dayUgirt 4k^ 
^rkviftft ditcussiocu :We mnatnott likesoaie'of' 
our late eoEpMiisderi of prophecy, fannd ddggecU 
points of faith on allegorizing the kiirgs and 
nations of Canaan into the spiritual enemies oft 
theCbristiaa, or even die real fleshly opponents > 
in the actual history of the Church of Chrisu 
9ut you remeibber, do you not^ the pleaaiiig:. 
oivoiimstance of David and his ^ell, whicfa^ 
irithout any allegory^ is a fine illtntralBon 'of -• 
the influefice of patriotic and domestie assoei^ ' 
^ti<MW on the imaginatioiis of men of glowing, 
and natural sensibilities ? He was contending' ? 
with the Philistines in the Valley of Rephainii > 
and they w^e at that time in possession ' of htv' 
native city. '' David was then in an hold^'!* 
says the sacred historian^ '^ and the garrison 
of the Philistines was then in Bethlehem* Andn 
David longed and said. Oh ! that one woalst' 
g^ve- me drink of the water of the wcU -elS' 
Bethlehem which is by the gatel And tiie- 
three mighty men/' who are before mendoncd^ * 
" brake through the host of the Phdistinesy 
ayid drew water out of the wdH of Bethlehem 
that was by the gate, and took it and brought - 
it to David: nevertheless he would not drinfc) 
thereof, but poured it out unto the Lord ; and- 
he said. Be it far from me, O Lord, that J:* 
should do this; is not this the blood of* the ' 
risen that went in jeopardy of their litest: 
Therefore he would not drinJc it." • ^ i 

But ynn have brought us, Fam|^a8> intor 
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tfomljle^titlieraivilief'iiiigbi smobiUsiiitoriaiift 
ittfeBafcntsiipiMriid tftthe«iiephvd9^lMciteiti& 
^iratoibnig) their flooks b]^ iiigiity««*«ahMip ttaMjv 
InfeUnk yott said^ en the mnth.^aMfcQm side «C » 
BethleiMni, « with »i olivte pla«l»tioii'>at>tthtt| 
hmom^^^l like to figafe to myseVf ^W partSii.* 
GiAan." Then we na^r km^e tbe iiock9 .00 
sbtep flcatteiwd on the sides of the TiiUe^«nd' 
amoas; k» ia vines, juid the shephends^ perha}M^ 
cqUecfcad ittii S'^PHJSP under the shade of the treats 
11^ the hollow. Toe vision wliich burst uptior 
tliia a^ent solstDde is certainly the finest wfaieh» 
eneff opcsied upon- the eyes of man ;M^*atti^Iti 
pfKHVMinee it without hesiliation, Gleanthes/tSi^ 
be aaaraeh beyond the reach of human iU'M 
vmtion as the mighty works of- ereatMH' iJPif^ 
above the power of human wDrkmanAip. 

I'iiave B oare, Philo, said Gleanthes^-^bsiieve' 
nlB^ eevaaieditrvth auffere rather than is aided; 
hl^Jaoch broad tosertions. We know periectly 
tiikat nan isiineapable of oreadon in the direct 
nuterisi. sense of the woDd,-*-4batmeiifeid'eti0a4i' 
tiiitt^ poetry, which, yiou know, roeans^er eatbnf 
-f0adM> can put Hinita te its range ior skills 

xfl^lnneiare seeneain nature, said Philo, gfoispa 
efifook/ortreeE, oorriver, winch no poetical cm^j 
soh^ilioli has ever aqttd(led ;--Naiid if I find, ^iii 
sMii9tt«nees,poctry thrownbackby realeiztata : 
^k%tiem. i 'Hot endtied to say that there<aiiei 
Bottifld graces windicio iteaginatioftof thepoei 
66ukl lave iorigsnally assembled ^^-^HmdeveniC.' 
it diould be capabk^of impmvingtiiein> itasuiiti 
eidylieifa^«iaKiiig:diein,a Mttle diibMittly,ibr 

o2 
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174 imm^owimfis^^m^i^^ii^m^ 
liMii^ peiiMMpByaoip»aeocw yy » B iwv i i f itydw^ 

Wiiftings abound with diem^-^but tbey x»9y 
ltk«i«ise be J»iiiid in all bistorkal E«por4^>ir 
ivliioh no imagination of the fMiet couJld have 
iwrented, and which poetry at the most .cou]4 
improve ni«*ely by lopping off sobq^ extrnj^ 
ismn oircamstanees, or by adding aonie traits 
•in exquinte correspondence with the origiiMil 
fltpuiid-work. But what shall we $ay of}^ 
amsfaed picture, both of nature and. of livii^ 
«genis, to which nothing can with propriety Jt)^ 
addedy and from which nothing can be xik^ff 
«lvay without detriment ? — Does this lotok li)^ 
the work of man> or of a higher, artist ? . i ^ji 
1 Take thepoets of antiquit^r, who abouodtOM^ 
IB ^hne strokes of nature or in the delicate i^olr 
locations of taste^ — take the poets in. ChdjHxiQi^ 
fiurope who have seemed most inured ^^^ 
the genius of the Gospel. You will noti %^^ 
Hooter any picturestruck off with such a.g|ow 
^ofiwtinraLand livingbeau ty, and celestial ap^l^ 
dour, a« this delightful incident of th^ 4Ih^ 
Jtfsrds of Bethlehem and their angel .visitan|%; 
\«^nor in Virgil any description so cbasteyaaii 
appropriate^ imd in such admivable keeping 
widi the main inddem 6f the 8acrednarfia>t&v4(> 
>or «ofree from every tawdry or extrunaouayvfi- 
pendage^-4ior in Dante or Milton^ so f^n^aS^ifffffi. 
- aa impittssionxif the character oi he9.venly.ii|ih 
-tures^orof thepeculiar character of Christiw^ 
it;f^ Isitoot evident^ indmi, diat the. 4fmpi- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ihimthis contenspUtkyti «f «M« mdiriiAilarifiii 
^Iu^ifi8,**^-'8]id iiM the'pJMxif^s in < which. 'likQir 
^tnvta comes forth to best Advantage^ aoMl In 
wfafeh llieir execution is most correetand p)c«fi» 
inf^, is when tfiey hirvepemitled'tbeir mindiito 
f>e fVklly imbued with the spwit andthe chaste*, 
ness'of the Scripture narratives^ Oar. great 
ottered poet sometimes loads his celestial beings 
wicfa lumbering or vulgar acoompanimentSy^M- 
the mightj Florentine I have alwa^» dMNigte 
ttin^h nearer the Scripture <model m his nwuii 
^Mr of painting angelic exMtences,*^fbr tin 

ritic touches which hetremblinglj adds> ave 
exact accordance with the silence and the 
forbearance of Revelation on these sublime imim 
•jriMdons ;--*4ind I have sometimes thought that 
v: liras from his example that the great pMBtciiB 
^hrecountrf have been *ble to venture, often 
HHtti so correct a tact and feding, upon these 
4la»itniou8 representations. 
^'*'Bat once more^ Cleanthes, what ae/weto 
-^ihk of hints and discoveries thrown ontmjthe 
-4lilMt inartificial styleof writing^^seeminglgras 
•tH^irocks and the woods are scattered over tiae 
Ihee of nature,— -on subjects Ihe highest which 
^il<i$hiiman mindcan reach^andwhidi the great* 
•est and most gifted of the sons of men biundsr. 
--ilhldiMon whenever they turn llieir eyes asvajr 
^fi«Mrth0pHm^vemodelinwhichtheyhayebec|i 
^athiclt K)vtt, as the appearances of nature haase 
-h^fhym the hand of the Creator? Whsbwas 
-lAii'migbty genius capable of throwing off whst 
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tlite i^mtfotarietf dI g«rtiti« hM4 mAy liMif 
attleictD Iblloei^itt^tftMttfmttd htilnUeicttifftthNil^ 
Wkk ft>Ltiiar^'<yf 'Whom we k«nm -notMA^^^ 
8«k»tt!ty nriio (he <wB9,^>or Matcheir, or 11»4^^ - 
€« ^oiiii,.-^ki allof whose wi^tkigfttfcere alt) iML> 
cid^nts of the saxAe character t)f perfect beautyj 
-*4hough^ perhafps^ Lake ttai^ hare^eifiighf tto • 
finest andtnostefiieyeBlTepregentattona ? * W«i^ 
these men anything mote than the shnpte tuupi^ ' 
rAldi^of ineidents utterly beyvond human tMU ^ 
ginntioil to invent,-'^iid to whioh^ thei«iie'n<l«' ' 
tlmg ttttiilar or second in 4iny of the^ekMwU^ 
lodged inrentione of man ? Has Moiiaminedi> • 
inihie Koran^ any one picture in the sligtiteMT 
degree approaching these Scriptupe inoSentii))'' 
—or are the false Gospels^ to which I 1*elh##t 
Atoded, any thing but the lowest <lmi»diJlMg 
whcnocompared with them? . i>^^»: 

^3Mie truth is> Cleanthes, I vepeat -^gam $m^i 
agaioythat the evidenceof tile inimentsoiClnrtikii^ 
tianityrequires no otherstatemeiitof pimiofMiill?'! 
tbevp rasfe narration ; and tbevelbre < it ie; dftfiC^ 
tor the atteotrre and intelligent Ptadevcfthi^i' 
Gfeepri iMinrative^! — ^however small ^atfbeitii^i 
exeent of his leamng, or his«iq^ty foi^ wei^hM ' 
iag' argument and te8tiBioiiy,--^hema]if()AriNilP' 
ieerer before Inm, and can no moie be bik^ly^ 
aw»y£rom faimtkm the evidence of tbelNviMq 
exhtenee as it is stamped upon thefiioe ef itfei^^ 
tien«.' It is very right to oolleCt' the -esftmUl'^ 
pmefiH undto obviate objectida^by^etttlaMlP'' 
tions of tlifilcuities ; bujt these iar^^cUe^t 1^1 
th« iqtecttbitive btid inq<Mekiv!t^i***4h»> ifttfUtf-^ 
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fmim eimifittd^he trqtli initlie i^m^d^itmlti 
and tbia la 9^ the evidence vbiek.bas.moill. 
weightafter every other proof hasbeenbtoudit/ 
and every objection been remoyedfy**<Kt jirhiob 
reauuns^ in4md» with liltie kae efficacy even in 
the midsb of the most seemingly formidable 
caviia. Seppoae there were ineunnoontable 
diacsrefMiiioies in the Scripture narrative^ yet 
the characters of truths beyond the imitation of 
fiction^ and of a beauty of conception beyond 
the finest walks of imaginatimd, — attest the 
Dii^ie source of its inspiration; and the 
dit^repancies, if they really exist, seem to- us 
uianely like the diacwdant appearances whish 
sometimes perplex us in the observatiQa of 
naluve* 

. But I am always too far carried away^ I ant 
aware, Cleanthes, by disquisitions of this na^ 
tOfle^; I eaay^ perhaps, " out of seascm," be tak* 
ing. occasion, from our present colloquy ,> to 
siipftly some defects which L am apprehensive 
w!K»re. 1^ in our last. Yet, what is there, after 
ailrso interesting in the Holy Land as its power 
to»iembody to our imaginations the wonderful 
scenes which it formerly witnessed ? The races 
ygi^ now inhabit it, — ^its present aspects of de« 
8<datton, compared with its former riches, — the 
j>i:oepents respecting it, which may be darkly , 
tsac^ ev conjectured,--4ill these are subjects 
of 4isQUsaion» well meriting inquiry ; — ^yet they 
seiSPk to me but subjects of secondary intei^esti 
ItrM aasodated in the minds of men with con» 
cegilioas of amuch loftier kind than such as ar^r 
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t9S 'ycfim<^r»]^«oz/rmiak 

gitOLtkfa, a» many of t^ese latter mttj he^ tb#f 
omAot oompete, in the ck^pth atld sdknnnit^rdf 
their character) with those in which thedohigi 
of' man are iMhehi in their rdaition tb the ino^ 
habitants of higher worlds, in^e^arly hi$£ 
fory of Palestine^ to it oomes before ub in thtf 
fefHresentations of Holy Scripture^ there isttoae 
who must not have fc4t tlie overwhelming* tu^ 
ture of iiii» interest. In every step of l^at Vfca^ 
deffill story, we find ourtelves as if wnipt i« 
the ^man of the patriatrch; atid^reeliidngtiiil 
the soiHVom which the ladder risc^ to^Hieavcii^ 
upon wliieh the angek of Oed are seeD^aeeiid^ 
ing and descending, and at the head of which 
tile Divine glory itself iffdisplayvd. Astbt'lfilsi. 
teiry proceeds, indeed, these pecuHair ve^igf a^sf 
Dieity diisappear. The steps of the 8on i>i&ait 
w«re the last which a heavenly inmat»kn^aM» 
ed npon the sacred soil ; — ^btit now an int^repMif 
miother Icind arises, from the picture whichitlii 
kMid exrhibifs of the desertion of these uliol;^ 
beii^s/-'--end from the constant anxiety to jdif* 
cover the tr&ces of their former appeftrttitce wMk 
which mankind have, in every siicceeding'aaK 
been actuated. '^ The word/' indtedy^^ienolv 
nigh us, even in our mouth and in oof hesort^^ 
<«^^nd there is now no need to run to any>|»e< 
Quliar land in' search of the scenes wMchiwitub 
nessed resurrections from the deod^ oidmmmm^ 
fiions into heaven. Yet there liaft ever-^fub 
a wishful looidng to th« veiy nutteriuiitiwli^ae 
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I Wf 9ViSr m9Uf, M«9- Iff 

Ml st^dA^imB m9iTwti$fdi9i^ fmih^wmureM'^ 
bited {-^^aad we seen to feel « diseppokitiQenl 
|h«t tkey do aot still there meet mxr ey«e« ae if 
there were ^xiaiethiDg in the soil iteelf wiiieb 
pradaoed thenu There is^ too, j& kind of fwo* 
pheticineevestattachedtothisrci^on* Thegrle^ 
liee of futurilir seem, in the haxe of distant time; 
toteverahedow kyT-^ind we seem to fieel^ with its 
SOrtAered tribes, that some Bestoretion is again 
to- be effected fisrthem, in the verr land which 
wna their original inhmtance, ana where thegr 
were ao disdnguished above all other nations* 
It is as. a living Scriptouie then^ — as holding la 
■odlav peaition among tbenatipns of the werkl> 
«rtooh the Bible does among the .books of aen^ 
IImK I chiell J ragnrd it«<--and it is from this 
ftriiog that { have no patienee for the Ape« 
etj^piMl tradftiene witii which its ^csmuie 
fnooiVie hav'e.beeft di^gwed, or &r the lumi. 
ber -^ esperstitions ornament, by which the 
immfimt^ of «u sacred monuments has been 
lilKfed'and«Terwhelmed. Thns^ Pamphilii% 
{loonki rtdisw da imagination for emer in die 
qniist valley which you have pamted tomey and 
i .Mutdahnoat fancy to myself that I saw the 
j iB iion whieh blessed the eyes of its shephends 
o^^d, and I might be inclined to follow thett 
^ wn ntitoBethleSem, ^Und^see this thing which 
ioicome to pass ;" but when I now acoompaw 
yimto the sacred ^Mt, what i« the scene whioh 
y#iLWJtt there present te me? Amitofindany 
thiat( sahicb I oould possibly represent to my*» 
9elf^?tlie^po8itionoi the bumble hm^and %he 
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eSmek^moA oftimgeW was Imil f ".•-^ 'rs<ti>4 



gate of the cottvenl'Of the Nativi||ry ea^exaaghf 



iiirhich w« should' oonm into a^ne. op 
supported by a double avcnne of tmnty^iftHr 
marble ccdumsiaonieaeh mdoy-of theCodnthicii 
order* This is the nave of the great chuidl^ 
built by St Helena on thespet irheve.the*anlf 
ChrlstiaiiBhad of old times ereetedaeaiictiuaf^ 
in .memory of the birth*place ef their 8ayiani. 
fiut the principal sanctuary of Bethkhtn 1*4^ 
crotto of the Nativity, the descent to vlnolidB 
by 20 or 30 steps, all. below tbe^general^levct 
of the church. These lead doi^ii siamim f aad 
winding passages, so as to j*ender.itiiltagcAlMr 
certiun that this never ceuld-haiie been the Mm: 
Ue of an inn, without some-material I 
in its construotion,-'-^sincey at' the ipresMitn 
menti it is difficult even for men.4adeacdnddito 
i^, and: cattle could notdosoatialUibyihnjfrpd* 
aagethatlcouldperceiye. Here^weverilivis 
abown a covey very splendidly omiBnentedtKxtik 
a marble paveraent>. recess^ deoomted ; mtt 
sculpture and painting, and a: douhleimiviA ^ 
maesy silverlamps of exquisite wodnnanahH^ 
furnished by the. patrons of whichever* laM^ 
GreekyA]!!mienian«.orCatIudic; itetheyai)ntt» 
{)ute the precedence^ whomayshan^^fiir dm 
time^ the possession.of the idtars. : AmMiatig,ilm 
paintings, a concert of angels jcdeb)ntU[^.lAa 
JEurth of Jesus seemed to. possess great mierit» 
"—though there wasjsomming strange to my 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



»UHW ISI 



^yiflLi]mfllnBMfik(B^ oils AC tliwu 'Sng&Ki^' - wthcuM 
wing! vietre exfiMMledi tested on a dand^ witil 
tk.4iii|pBrvkloiicettobfll«i«en hia legt, and the 
h0m m hm laght hand. Another^ of the easOu 
fifatnafiadaniif tJielnfiunt Savioor^ and angeto 
JMarintj; eanscBrs of ineanae was eavatty beauti* 
ttli Baneath this last i« a tnaihle altar, and 
aiyi-beiciir it aaemicireiilar recess^ ornamented 
at-diebaek with some fine sculpture, on whit^ 
nuMe, and hung aiound with lai^ sihref 
iaa^pa^lcepteoiistaatly burning. Herelsshe^ti 



«Mi the Mvement, an inlaid star, whi^h is said 
toanarkl^i 



! spot of the Saviour's bkth, and en 
Ma .Immiadiateily underneath that pmnt of the 
Iwivans where the star of the east became fixed 
mils ooivse, to dsrect the wise men to the ob^ 
jaot of their search,-^nay, some say, that having 
■ 4mflmmd its office, the star fell from the fir- 
■■MmiiH/and, at this spot, sunk into the earth.<* 
oj/6dblsbis,> said Piulo, is what I went out into 
llwiwildernesa to see, is it ? I should much !»• 
dnrchave found merely a reed shaken by the 
dMadv iia the only remaining memorial of the 
AhifeivilgivtfaanallthisapparatHsof kings' houses. 
le^I^onnnt but think, Pfailo, said Cleanthes, 

S'mtaeafUfklAe too squeamish in all this matter, 
inuld you actually have had the stable and the 
«M^Fpffeaerved, rather than a handsometem* 

eia hanonr of the tutelar deity ? Remeni* 
,<^aaiagiof old offered their gdd, frankin^ 
. mAkep^ tatid snyrrfa, to the in£int King, aotwith* 

ym •» '; ; . • Buckfagham. - 3 

p 
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t8S fWm 6^ 'itmi^miM taam. 

itdMiii^'hf^ th^fMf'^t^totn A^ fa•S'Vymhip^ 
pets, ih ^n'aft^f agis, Mhl»tmehBiaaiMelhs^iwMb 
Vdortiedthe plfteen itbii^ were ii»»ittnad4by 
h\s earthly pf^setice, wiih mmye marks of thefr 
kdbrdtion and k^Ver«tioe? Ymi ihouid not-b^ 
to aevefd tipoti fKior fttidcnut Uclmtt* I iioubi 
not ^he Iras a ^g« wi»)naA in Irar'Way, and 
tnight b« mirch cm d par v^th the -vtrvae ttMti^ .ftr 
leiny thin^ we are infbrnied bf their ofaanRsteli^ 
'^WellCleiatitheft, saidPhili^^'finiilii^, we sbidl 
^plit the difTerei^ce, if you please, with tfagpiate 
Helena. I should have had no objection t^ km 
building temples in honour of certain sacred 
events^ and as near what she conceived to be 
the place of ^eir occurrence as she thought 
^ould n^o^t distinguish t^etti<,i^biitii« xs. tlfe 
))aHiculariti^ of fixing <m the*v«ry spots itot)is 
Vlisgusting, especially when all> l^ese-aslrvientf- 
1:ious ornaments so comp'Ket^dy ehan^tiieitien- 
ginal character. Wbenon^i^rbininatin|g['.atnM8t 
the natural scenery in the neigiibofHriwocferbf 
'Bethlehem, and bas bisiil(Mi|$intttioiiitiiiedi'iitiih 
'the is^epherds and the angels, «nditiie.nva|fBin 
their journey, atvd the miraeulomftstttT.wfailh 
kd them on,-^and would gladly iihd^ aft^kasl, 
the unoccupied ground where the viilagt^.iHn 
htice stood^ Or a simple pillar tormaik it,4^Wbat 
a Violence doeis it put on the whole osfeirwf^f 
our ideas, to beparaded through t^bwiohessbode 
ground, and churches below ^«iMMl,u^luiilvto 
be told all the while, tha« here stood daeaib, 
and there stood the stabloy ■ 4md that such . a 
stone was the seat of the Virgin, with tlM^hild 
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'i or. viiHf Mi*y h^n^ IjW 

ioffiUMar •€lev.oiesr«?«kid that under «uch. ^? 

diculoas' at tha transformatioa we r^ad of in 
Ovidy^^^or rather perh«ipa i^i $witt« who makef 
it mora 1 udiorotie 8tiU,-<H>f tha <uit|^^ of Bau«i# 
«nd Philemon into a temple or a parish-chui!9lv 
The piMrticularitie0 are what give the character, 
efdieridiculoustothe^etranalbrinations. Thua» 
^wifl changes the cottage roafting^jac]^ into 
tbe- church clook>*-^nd Uie bada into p^wii^ 

** Still their nature keep ' 
' In lodging folks inclined to 8leep.^* 

Ig this more ludieroua than ipa»t of the circ^ni- 
^tasices now referred to ? I do not deny that tlie 
Bmpiw^sHelenAy whether ^yigeor no^ wajs a very 
-weltimeaning woknaiv^bu^ we shall Qierely 
:8af} that she ht^ not the moat correct tast^ 'm 
'thd'worldi-rr^^anda b«yd taste may do qnuch havoc 
ihiikeii> it clears away mauntaina* and ^lla up 
va^e|r8,inthe prosecution of its oiyn monstrous 
>iieiiign&-r«.I think wehi^ve seen et^oA^g)) at Beth- 
lehem* and may now as well retrace our steps 
•to JeiHisalem* 

.''.fi€an I not tempt you, said I, to ta)fe a pe^p 
'inteithe grotto in which St Je^rome sat while 
)ke translated the Bibl^^-*-^r the arcades under 
which he gave lessons to his disciples ?-^Thes^j» 
Xisup|>o8e> said Fbiio, may be the real places^ 
:y0i7>iittl0 altered, and so fair might be. worth 
' loi^ittg 9t««^Tl)en we h^iVe the chapels^ ^a,\d 
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I/c^tSanm Pallia, and 8anta>Baflt(MsbiiiaK«-N0UI 
Faller> said PliMo^ baa given^ ttsaninter^itiiiff 
Utdv ntemoir, • in his half-sedouft, - half-^aevnff 
way, ofthesevirtuoue attd holy Romatn ladiiaflk-**^^ 
Then you will surdy look into the ohapdl wtibre 
a number of d»e innocents whom Herod txaoM 
dcredare intenred^^— and that other of Sairit 
Joseph, where the good old man retired wheit 
the Virgin was in the pains of child-birth.»«^Letr 
ii8 be off, said Philo> let us be off^. if yoU lly^ 
m^> or I must seek som^ lodge t»f a- wayfaringr 
man in the wilderness, to retire to, froatt ihd^ 
spectacle oi the labour*painsof a miserable Bu^i 
perstition, and her progeny of mumtneriesi' * 
Ireeollect, however, one other pleasing infiiH. 
dent, connected with Bethlehem, of a> later ai^e. 
The gallant Tancred is said to have entered' tt,! 
wfalen advancing with the Crusaders toJerosav 
lem, on the night and hour which corresponded, 
to the birth of Christ, — and to have <fixedf tbe« 
standard of theeross on the walk, aboutthe same^ 
point of time when the miraculous announce^ 
ment, so many centuries before, had been itiftdo; 
to the shepherds of Judaea. I cantiotM^ 
thinking this is rather a finer incident^ fliii4' 
might have had a more poetic effect thaneipcni 
his fictitious adventures with Glorinda<or JStt^* 
minia, though these probably suited betterfchei 
romantic cluiracter of the genius of TaasQi<aiid) 
of his age, than the severer beauties iadaaMbM • 
to sacred poetry .-^It is, indeed^ inpossibfe'to' 
write well, said Cleanthes, invitd MlnehfS^^-mB 
Horaoe says, and so I am apt to*i]>6)ie«i 4ibiM 
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1|fSKd»iitt)tinpttfi totw^d hi» &isci»atiBg)8biD4 
Yfoaadaa of whathebeg^antd tlunk its^^fiweet? 
vieen/* and t(» new^iisiodel it on amoreclius^ksal 
andOhrkftian rule. Hi« second aU»mf>tis «d^ 
EUlted, by goiid judges* to have mooe of tbe. 
<}hanU:t»r which a pdem of .the epic and 4»t.> 
ortd kind ought to pcfssees.-^^but who r^adn 
it?, or who, indeed, th^t has 'been warmed; 
with his Avmida, will endure to have her ex-*. 
pun|^ a» a blot upon the ohafitity iof the worki. 
The fine glowing fancy of Taaso ought neveciA 
hmregiven birth to^uchaseducing imaginaAioo^' 
if he afterwards wished its annihilation. Ouani 
oatMbed^ it remains blooming in eternal ibeauty. 
^^it 'U no more than justice to Tassor aaid 
BhilO) to aay that he has not ^one greatly he-* 
jmnd the truth> in his exhibitions of histo-^ 
lieiUi QhaTftener. He has introduced, indeed^ 
OD^ heroic ipersonage^ entirely a iiction ofihifl. 
cnm^^^^his Riiialdo,*-4uid one does not exaeiiy 
sfiw-nrhirt'Was the purpose of this iuveutioni 
wbiob^ with the accompaniment of his Asmida^ 
wpbnki) now since we have her^ I o^uld as iU 
s^flKe as you, has given so much an air of eo-' 
osMioe .to the whole poem. He has foui^ 
haulevery the ma^c and marvels with whick 
hsilifts >emblasi0neid his story qui^ sufficdsat' 
ihn^e play of his rich imaginatVin, an4 haa 
ekU^ated rather true judgment^ apd a. .sound 
mAnftitasCc^ in traosoribing into his imsiortal 
\«ts0i*di8-ltving UnemneBts of actual ^eroes^ 
lixii^ Im» Godfrey is nsk'^xmt^ fc^oiMdcahbJoCi 
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wbom *bi«tory represents to u8>*-^i8jgalbM4 
Tancred'a truly disinterested imd chivolcQii^ 
ohwacter is no less shining in die. reality, of 
llisfiorical delineation than >amidst the splenr 
dbwsofpoetiocolouring^ — andtheotherh€f4)|9s» 
•whom he touches wore lightly^ will be ibutxi^ 
to have the characteristic diversities which 
thQr possessed in nature. — No doubt they (wijy^ 
said 01eanthes> to a certain extent, — but in^lJai^ 
uteandme they are infinitely indebted to th^ 
itiighty minstrel, — and it is pleasing to revoaarli, 
in return, how the name of this poet has warn 
become interwoven with the story of the Hoiy 
Land, almost as much as those of the pn^l^^ 
:or apolstles of a former age,-— or of th^ cbAH^ 
pions of the cross whom he himself celebrates. 
He was not, indeed, himself an aciUxr Ux 9S^ 
of its great revolutions. .But when the .w^^s 
p€ Troy are mentioned, do we npt think^/^f 
Homer as necessarily as of Hector or Achilksi? 
Indeed, who would plunge into die nacrat^e 
of the rude manners and disgusting ipl}^,pf 
die Crusaders, any more than into that o^t^e 
barbarism and superstitions, not at all.mofe 
revolting, of the heroic ages, were not the t^r^ 
of poetry to go before and throw its owny^a- 
gical lights and colouring on the scene? J p9|i-> 
iiess I have ver^ little patience for d«:XIfri»^- 
ders.— Nay^ said Philo^ since I have npia^^ a 
gallairt detence for the Paynim^.yp\i nH^^^t 
think that I diall abandon the Christian ^i- 
valry,-->Heaven forefendJ . . ■ ' ^^ ^ih ~ 
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' yduwlllttottli'eti(<ettttinlyliei(Ha(t«lK9«Bkvin9t^ 

l^d^ that their enterprise fcnnttttleaitamiat 

euHrioas part of history, which encircles oiicl& 

inore the Holy Land with a liTely and splendid 

iifterest If in the earliest periods we look 

upon that favoured coanlry as impressed witli 

me steps of heavenly visitants and inspired 

taen, — as the nurse of a people who claimed to 

h^ the peculiar care of the Most High,--«>and if, 

«ven in their merited punishment uid 'exile, 

we cannot but regard with deep emotion the 

lingering looks oif that people as they slowly 

left tlie ruins to which the religious ties of 

liieir hearts were bound, — ^if from these rains 

#e afterwards see emerging the triumphant 

^otiiiments of a universal faith, calculated 

to awaken the deepest affections, and the pur- 

'^M sentiments and hopes, wherever a humin 

heart can beat over the wide worlds— if then, 

' as the commissioned corrective of the oorrup- 

tfons of that high faith, we behold encircling 

'thb same holy places the votaries of a false 

' prophet, who yet could emulate those of a Di* 

*yine Master, m their firm and devoted attach- 

'lAeient to his name, — and for a long course of 

'^C^fnturies holding there an undisputed sway> 

'ahd lording it in barbarian bigotry, and in 

'hiarked contempt of all those finer gradations 

e^ religious feeling and faith which connect 

' the l^ble and impure heart of man with the 

'*%figfier orders of created and uncreated being: 

■^irentHD see not> indeed, the old possessors of 

the soil starting again from every remote cor- 
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tril^ lY^beai seotta^^ with dne fi^m^t^i^ 
i^frefibit'Of p«trioli«n and pietfto regain thtt' 
land of theif ftntner gliwry and their unH]^ii^ 
hopes.^thbt splendid vision of prophecy i^» 
Dtet yet to be idealized), — ^but we see, if posii 
flible, a etill grander spectacle, the multitudt^ 
nous d^uge of baptised warriors, strangers tb^ 
!^lestine in every other respeet; but as th<*' 
saered ground that contained the fondly-chfe^ 
riifhed memorials of their pure and spirHul^^ 
creed,— 'We see these pouring from every df^^- 
tant land to meet in no ungenerous w^at^J| 
the equally devoted followers of an instltutSioltr 
sii^ularly adapted to seize, and in part to re<^' 
iSne the coarser principles of the hu^anfrasnai'' 
•*-^and, springing from this bloody sdeneof emu*:"^ 
lation and e^cit^ feeling, we pereeiveripeftittft^ 
itt' far prospect those rich moral and inte^le^ 
t«Ktl ftrnits of heart and genius that were de^J- 
tiAed afterwards to diffuse over the prognesaivisM 
nations of Christendom the beadiilil verdu^^ 
of sodal and spiritual improvement, wlrikf^ 
tbieMdiiammedan world, though at last victol^ 
rious in the mere earthly conflict, was left to*^ 
Wither in the barrenness of an unproductiNh^^ 
belief and an unquestioning ignorance. '"^^ 
The ficene is universally acknowledged, bjj^^ 
all writers who have apf^roached it, to be One? df* 
the most extraordinary which has been aetlM^ 
oti the theatre of nations,— but it is with Verj^ 
different feelings that they have several! v'b<sei(^ 
led ^ eomempfaite it. It has been t^ »shi{^ 
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o£4he miHlern phikwopfacr (and aiav I hint 
that yQUy Cleantnes, have imbibed a little too^ 
laacb of that spirit ?) to treat with muiieaaured. 
Goatempt the lamatical folly which^ no do«bt, 
enteredlargely into the vehement impulse which 
pushed forward the crusading armies, without 
adverting to those higher and more glorious 
atfections which no less oertamly were finely 
interwoven with it. It would, to be sure, havei 
been a nobler exhibition of Christian faith, had 
the nations of £urope been more concerned 
about the practical application of the truths 
aad the precepts inculcated by their Divine 
Teacher^ to the improvement of their lives and 
affections, than about the comparatively in- 
sig^Duficant circumstance of their being in pos* 
session of his sepulchre. But we must take 
times as we find them. We must not look in 
tfie age of the Crusades for an anticipation of 
the principles of the Reformation. And even 
glorious as the latter period is to be considered^ 
ace we to suppose that the work of Christiat^ 
li^t ^nd improvement was then completed ? 
H^ve the reformers leflt nothing for their pos^ 
tenity tx> effect ? Were not thei r refined di sputes 
a^ controversies in some respects as insignifi-? 
cant as the simpler question which carricdarmies 
ii^ Palestine for its decision? And enlighten- 
ed as we may now consider ourselves to he, is 
iJti^PA nothing in our religious views which may 
p9S&(iblj excite as much wonder in our more 
a^Yanc^^d descendants, as the peculiar enthu- 
siasoi of those who fought under the banners 
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IM SOGK "OW «firi3' HOLT 'I/AN0, 

k is mote the sentiment itself thatf is the sc^ 
j$9ct oC approbation or blamey than its acciden-* 
tal expression. In the peried of the Crusades, 
Mttrtin Luther^ had he then liv^d, would have 
been, 1 doubt not, among the foremost to pxi\ 
on the badge of the eross; and Peter the Her^ 
mit, it may be, would, in an after a^, have 
figured among the ranks of the reformers^ 
To rescue the Holy Land from infidel bendai^e 
was at that period the object as much adapted 
to the ardent and Christian spirit, as it wdia 
afterwards to rescue the faith itself from the 
bondage oi a corrupt superstition ; and it is th^ 
paii; of virtue and religion to admire tbeprin* 
cipie of truth and of pure sentiment whateveir 
ebuds may be gathered over theia,<-^tore)oiee 
whenever they spring up in thehuoMiifaliiy 
^om iamidst the depression of mere eavthly 
objects, and not to be too curious^to discover 
their errors, while there is yet a divine 'UgUt 
in whidi they may be seen to move. «• *-'tl 
• It is in this spirit, as it appears to to^ ithat 
we should follow the history of the >Onit 
4ades> and we shall thus, too, be the betterpr^ 
pared to trace the advantages which arose<fro«l. 
them upon the world. It is seldom that good 
springs from any thing that is originally evS in 
principle, though it is very common for Divine 
wisdom and goodness to elicit blessings 4>f'ii 
much superior nature than were origitiaif jr 
designed, from well* intended but erroneduft^^ 
trivial aims. The nations of Christendom 'wifm. 
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line ««!piiiebi?e o£ Chnit. Were^ tfa^reloirei their 
Uk»utn i»%hat.piovi8 warDwre without «fiyater 
fruit? Tliey gained, moeb more than, they 
bad gone to aedc»— 4)oi the barren and usbh 
^ofilable rock in the cavern of whifib the bodj 
of their Master had for a part «f thc«e di^a 
been confined, — ^but an adamantine moA, on 
which more eecnrely t^ eetal^h a ipenuine 
and.imiiel'iabable faith in his namev &» rock 
of mental improvemeBt, deiiyed from tbewider 
intercoiirse luid comparison ef minds, and gf 
mamiera and optnions, wbidi* from this time 
has formed the grand basis of European society, 
--^^w^ich soon sapported many beaotiful forms 
of ^niaatio, it may be, but splendid genius asfd 
virtue^ end on which ^e foundations wereflnre* 
]^„ tbMf^ slowiy laid, of all those aohieveiBents 
pf.Mte^ndof aerns^ of scienoe and of religion, 
fi^teh.ibave rendered the inbsbitaivis of, this 
.dii^ion of the globethe diatinot leaders of the 
human raee in ^1 the h^hestand moat.l«nting 
tffttimphsof humanity^ and have- bestowed upon 
tb^tti, net kftdeed the possession of the mateiiid 
a^pulohreiof Christ, but the meims of reasi^g 
im ihemsdves a spiritnai and living temple ^ 

. I do not mean to dispute, said Cleantbea, the 
goodieffects which may have followed to aocieily 
in^an after age fnom the enlarged intereenrse 
|]ietween nations of allcreeda which theCru- 
•aifedes, tsnded to produce; but in .their own 
•diHiraeieri the warriors, in these expedition^ 
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th* MniM i iiime dm oon^miors^ ^f whonrwr 
Wi«» fpeidcin^ yesleniMy, are ai a mcve'Sdlkl' 
MMlocniaiM;eatch«raeier.<*^I admit* and PIAd^' 
&}ly admit, the ^niserable vaxnUatioiis nf IIms 
Crusadars ; but whanevev tbej were fiut)y odh 
der the influenaea of thair rei%ion, tii^aaer 
AU(^ jAore interestiDg than the folioire» 30B 
Mehammed have' ever ap|>eared* who are at tka 
beet reapectabk, but always hardwidtcohi, atiA 
of a diaracter with whioh we can scarcely a^am' 
oalfaiae ; — but let us tfldce a few passages m<tltt» 
bistoryof the Crusaders^-— for insUocowtea' 
they assembled under the walls of Nice* sav 
amr their armies, much to the feli^»«f *^Nf 
Emperor Alexius, had been transported i(kam^ 
Conakanthiople into Asia. Nice wss. doaMl 
m by hi^h mountains on several sfdas^.aiM^ 
where these were notks barriers^ thshtimA^ 
canius, atno great distance A*oratha sea, 1 
its inhabitaQts both^as a defence and a^i 
of commimicatioB. Strong walls, a»d i 
and towers, were its fouhrai^s, and theganiu 
son was cmnpoaed of llie flower of the TuiiBiAr 
amies, whidi were encamped with tfaeiviSaJU 
lub^thie9eighbo»ribg mountains todie fllsfli» 
ber of 100,000 men. The advance eftiitiiflymi 
sadei«, at this time- in full force and |iTflpwi 
tion,nuiethavebeen a splendid anduneKaanfai 
metacle as tbe^ collected under the wm^M 
liiae; ^y are and to have oonnsted^yf h&i0m 
cMraky, and fiiw times as many In h MByi a 
. historian of ^e age reckons in ili^rri 
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tntt^'df rdmtoefi nAfthMHsj trMb tiflb fltpir^M* 
ai na ra - and kngo^vs,, y«t stt tliate artu fatc ^ 
^ifl^'^oiie ||r«nd and reUgious objvot m tlieiia^ 
ttAt$ - which aatonbled then. Eadl nadMif' 
Md ksown qvttter and positicii; aiid H itf^ 
laid^ that, in wan€ of ptdiaades fbr th^F ki*" 
^nmebmeoU, they made ate of the bonai «f 
fee fint nnlbrtiinate bands of Crundeva that 
mtf 6 bleaching on the neighbouring plaingb 
Add to thia all the Tarielies of enaignand fmJ 
pceaa»-*-«the varied eolonra^ and aittionr, and' 
8>-«*-their sidelds piimted with the repre^ 
ions of their <4d familj devices, or with 
.images which thay had eocoimtoped oit 
tbtir long and adventurous march, of aiiiitia]# 
00' (reea which had caught their fancy^ and 
iMoh now distinguish the Ibniliesof nebilky 
Idlich have Sfurung from these Christian hevoeA 
of ihe olden tiane. At this time there was n6 
iigiiiar leader for die whcAe nsnnj^-'^^id dris*, 
Biadaiifat; was aninoonvenieBcte, and mtMt hav^ 
p fa dn c fed a divicion in eoancil and planw Y^ 
tfeeae -seaminffly dtseenlant bodies were, at thU 
ahi mA, thed A of virtue and feeiplitie* fl pl e n i 
dUtenfa ware erected that served for diui^dlev, 
nadet whidi: leaders and aoldiers met in th6 
aadbnr of devotion,-Hat the sound oif Ae druma 
aiMk Ae horns they regularly w^t to fM» 
ifcifiurji fTf I rinrn ''The Chriatiutt army (8iiy» 
Ifi^aud, whose work I hold in rov hand,) 
tMMatedthe image of a repnWe under arai#* 
Thatibrmidal^e republic, in whidi all posiM^ 
^aoemed to be inr coaamoB, recogniaadtMi 

a 
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odier law than hoiiour|-*-no otb«ir .bo^d. tlmn^ 
religion* The general zeal was so great that 
the eliiefb performed the duty of soldiers^ and 
the soldiers did not so much as wait for the 
signal to run to victory or to death. The 
priesta, wkbout ceasing, traversed the ranks 
to reoal to the Crusaders the maxims of evan- 
gelical morality. Their sermons were npt 
vithout effect ; and^if we may credit contenv- 
poeaneous writers^ who are not in general 6,i^ 
posed to be too favourable to the champions of 
the cross^ the conduct of the Christians, during 
the siege of Nice^ presented nothing but mo^ 
dels of military virtues^ in their most edifying 
aspects." 

Their sufferings on their march^ some time 
after^ are thus strikingly described by th^ same 
historian : — *^ When the Crusaders oncemore;set 
forthitheyresolvednot again tpseparateasbefqije 
on their entering Phrygia. This determ^atipn 
might sav<e them from the hazard of a surprise^ 
but it laid them more open, with an army so n^- 
merouaastheirs, to perish of hunger and wretch- 
edness, in a country previously laid waste. by 
the Turka The Christians^ who marched gn 
without due forethought, and had ^.upplied 
themselves with but a few days' provisipus, 
•were soon reduced to want. They fell in omy 
!with desert plains, and were forced to subsist 
upon the roots of wild plants, and such scanty 
remains of grain as had escaped the ravage, of 
the Saracens. The .want of water destroyed 
ooiost of the horses of the army. The knights 
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who had hitherto held litemsdv^B alMfw 4liitt 
ibot soldiers^ were now obliged to march on 
foot no less than they^ and to toil aftder the 
unusual burden of their arms. The Ghristian 
army then presented a singular spectacle. 
Those who had been horsemen^ might now be 
seen mounted on asses or bullocks^ and in this 
plight advancing at the head of their cofa« 
panies. Rams, goats, hogs, dogs,*— all -the 
animals in short which they could collect, were 
loaded with such part of the baggage aa'Weis 
not obliged to be left on the ways." The 
aflliction and distress increased as they pro* 
ceeded, — ^the intense heat, in the burning Phiy- 
gia, brought on premature labour on many of 
the women, who expired with their new-bom 
infants on the sandy plains ; — it is remained 
f and it is a curious trait of the times) that now, 
too, the falcons and birds for the chase, with 
which many of these chieftains left home, as 
if they had been going on a pleasant part^ 
in the neighbourhood of their own^ ca^lea, 

§' e^shed in this scorching sky,---and even a 
isicovery which was accidentally madefevthe 
relief of the army, proved destructive to num- 
bei^ of them. Some dogs were observed ne- 
turhing at evening to the camp with tiieir 
hairy coats moist and dewy. They were fol- 
lowed next day, and conducted their masters 
to a sparkling rivulet The wretched men lay 
down and lapped the flood with the unthink- 
'ing eagerness of the animals whom they fol- 
lowed, and the result was that hundreds died. 
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,Md ittMttjr wtfe bn^ •iok> nor dwi their Jtod 
mmy contideraMe relief to their ssSeisbgvtlll 
ther wmriied Antioch in Piaidia; 

Xtiftstribing th«t weaaw fiod MurselTetanidLlt 
the scenes wlii<^ are so fiuniliiir to tiski the Aets 
of the Apostlest where the firet jpreaehers of tile 
Gospel were obliged, in opposition to all tte 
>]>owers of darkness and of the worlds to lay 
the foundations of the Faith by fearless pet«e- 
'veianee in tlie simple rekdon of thrir storjT^ 
and by the oeoaaional use of their miraetdoas 
pfts. What different means had since been 
4hakett t» ^read what were thonght to be MA' 
.vine truths over the world ! In the^e aame 
eities> when die empire became Ohristianj the 
(pbdn narrative of the Grosnel had been tiaade 
t» shoot out into many hyanifheads oi heristi- 
cal or cHrdiodox ezposition^f^^^and ^' tb^ demons 
stration of the Bpirit and <£ power,^ Whix^ imd 
accompanied the preaching of BrniabntfaM 
Paul, oad been displaced by the hMr-splittiag 
«nd Lsborioustrilling of Greek theologians am 
rhetoricians. Then^ over the same regions kad ^ 
apvead the doud of Saraeen and Turkish Vb- 
gotry^ which knew no rhetoric or philosofAt 
but the unanswerable dogmatism of the sword. 
And noiw^ floods of western Crusaders^ beaH^g 
evidenee to the wide spread of that reltgkm 
which had first been conveyed to these eastern 
aations by the ardour and inspiration of 'one 
or two apo6tles> werepourii^^ back upon thcihi 
like a returning tide from an opposite peant ilf 
the compass^ mingling in a eingular chaoafioe 



d by Google 



itrmt^ 06 ih^' onguM} enec^ and' piuiitjr JuIIe^ 
bfiaireiklyitfiKithv' wtitb all tl^ mdartand mmt 
unseemly materials which twoC be rmued IWiiti 
ilhe muddy bottom of earth's Airorst comiptdons. 
Aatioeh and Iccnittm^ names celebiiated both in 
•flrofane and sacred antiquity, threw t}^ir ^ates 
«^eti to these barbarous hordes, who proiottbly 
.were ignorant of their names or renown, but 
.wha enjoyed in them a temporary solace and 
fepose.from the deprivations and fatigues to 
^.ii^idi they had lately been subjected. 
,' ,We afterwards find them crossing Mount 
.Tiuros, when, on reaching the summit^ the 
jwagnificent plains of Syria, indosing, at a dis- 
<l4nce, the grand object of their search, wevte 
-ttrelched out before theoi. The other, and 
Jlliil more Celebrated, Antioch, both in Scrip- 
Jimre and in- classical story, was the first aim of 
rth^itf arms ; but, in the proverbial effeminiiey 
j^f 'ita ibuntains, river, and groves, the ^virtues 
fO much admired in the Christian army during 
ib« siege o£ Nice seemed entirely abandoned 
k faelbre Antiodi. In the midst of famine, and 
JlNJe. protracted severities of winter and of wan, 
^e upmost dissoluteness of manners prevailed^ 
rH-HUid even an abandonment of- all hope and 
fUliLia several of the most distinguished Cra* 
nadevsb Robert of Normandy, with a fickle^ 
iaet» to be expected from his character, kept 
fHi a {distance firom the army, and could witk 
dftffic uUy bereciilled,»-«-but, what was more soan- 
cbloiift to the Christian cause, even the gteat 
ap0stle<of the Crusaders, Peter, whohad join^ 
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Mid denignB whidiliu.iMm «sfaoctatiiMnimdl 
AnttLwakemtd, HewasigDonuinotisly'bniugte 
ilnek^ tnd forced todbide tiieceMdtof thrtiifc^i^ 
Jnndsr the ievereat poulties. FiiUer> vdbape 
lingular book on tbe^Ioly War I havatatfw im 
Aiy handy thuB nodoes, in hia peculiar mafinea^ 
ahisfalliBgoffof the aaints-*^*' When the li^^e 

Slew hot, hia devotion grew etAd; hefoimda 
fferenoe betwixt a vduntary &at in ^ins rdeMl 
«Dd a neceaaary and indiapenaable fiunoneinia 
oimp; aothfit> being well huiiger-|ttndied;ftldi 
oanning oompanion^ who waa the tranqpotilto 
tfound Sie march to odiers^ aeoretly aonndsdia 
retreat to himaelf , ran away firom the real| /e£ 
Ae Ohristiaiia, and was anamefiiUy bn>iii^ht 
bock again for a fugitive." I am enlaiging* 
however, I fear too much on theae evcnti'; 
jet the character of this new race e£ nieii»^ wbb 
now inundated the Holy Land, is much wadm 
intereating than you suppcwe, Qeanthas^ aiid 
may be oa well displayea in their irst cffoita « 
OS in their final success. Battles weee fimght 
in the neighbourhood of Antioch with the ear 
turn of fif|Nring, in whidi deeds of valoutiiaaqs 
perfor—d by the cfaaeft of both aides ^i bnt «is» 
pecialiy by the Chvi8tians> whidk..nudBe.tfaa 
combats of Tasso scarcely exBg^emdopm/ < iqnid 
he has only crowded into die Siege of Jemso* 
lem most di the adventures wImm iweae. isBi^ 
tared ov.er the whde field of thdr- viulan^ 
We find before Antioch a Saracen who might 
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Argaite^ hewtt domn by liie potent, mm wi 
iOadfipey. He does iwi mention ft beautifttltmk 
in the real hietory of Teacred, that in a battte 
M this time be forbade fait aniioar-»bearer to 
i^ak of his particaiar esploits, and it was not 
itiU \smg after ^lat they came into light ;-*«biit 
litkB poet has likewise the good taste to sink a 
ffight, of a differentkind, of the historians of due 
tilnos^ who assert that when the souls of the 
.Cbristians who fell in battle appeared^ -vrith 
(the honours of anartyrdom^ before the tlnrone «f 
:<he Most High^ they were so little satisfied with 
that glorious destiny that they rather asked, 
■in A reproaehi^l tone, why the lives that weie 
oxposed ibr the service of God had not been 
betier guarded ? There is a singular mecUey 
,llf the highest and basest sentiments in the 
Christians of that age. The Mohammedans, as 
iikave beftre admitted, seem more consistent 
jfMBDt so interesting. We never hear any of 
'their ^Meffcains, or their historians in the name 
> of 4heir chieftains, uttering a complaint -ihttt 
ib^iikl seem to surmise that any destiny could 
-be ptefittable to the paradise promised by their 
inwphet Was it that the gross e^yoymentt 
4iief» supposed to await them were more )cap« 
riitatiibg to the imaginations of mere rude' aaii 
3iaeBtiou8 warriors? 

^ -.iAiftbr- Aotioich was taken, and while this 
4jhnstiBn forces were still loitering aromid it, 
thiBj^faad falieninto destructive disaensions^ovcn 
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leaders and troops.-^et^ i^ the^iiidst of lUJ thif 
pxi»ery andmadjwss» the heroic teo^per^ni^nl; of 
the army was admirable^ — ^ita endurance of aafv 
feringtand its readiness for chivalrous exploits^ 
These may be exsggerated by the historians qf 
theday,-^yet they show the character pf t)vesj9 
warriors^ who^ not satisfied with en^om^t^riog 
human foes, went out, like the knights of a^ot^ 
pumce^ or like the fabulous heroes of Heatbe^^ 
ism, to contend withmonsters and savage boas^. 
jSudi is the anecdote of one Geoffrey o£ Xouc» 
who, in passing through a forest, saw. j^ liop i% 
yc^ved in the folds of a huge serpent, and. w«i^ 
struck with pity when he heard .his harribl|| 
bowlings : he cut the serpent in pieces with hiif 
$abr^ — and tberescued lion, we are told, attach^ 
ed himself to his benefactor^ — accompanie^Jtuq^ 
through all the war, — and after the capt,^e.9f 
Jerusalem was drowned in pursuit of the. vess^)^ 
in which the Christian knight hadembarkedff3i|p 
£urope. Singular alliances, too„.at this; ti^n^ 
took place between someof the Christian! ead/sr^ • 
who were glad to get employme^t> and Tuxji^ 
ish emirs, who sought their assistan/ee.^gain^ 
their domestic enemies; and these weire ^ 
served with great faitli and honour on tol 
sides. These fM^ts seem to have given ri9e.,t 
the fine pictures in Ariosto, of Christian m^ 
Pagan warriors riding together^ on some.oqgt^, 
sions, and sleeping in the same bed,-*-^i^Ul9n 
zoned as they are in the charming flow of his 
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ipierrfttcfttifm^ imd the glowing nttttfet^ of M$ 
licftgiiage and reflections,"* 

But we shall now bring the armieii within 
ri|^t of Jerusalem. We came, at firat, upon 
ihis subject^ you remember^ by adverting to 
Tancred'a nocturnal vitit to Bethlehem. The 
neatt morning, from the heights of Emmaus^ 
tlie Holy City became visible to the advancing 
firmy. The first emotions which the sigiS 
80 longed for occasioned, have been painted 
with inimitable effect in the poetry of Tlis8o« 
i^-4>ut are only transfused into his magical har- 
mony and diction from the real representa- 
tions of the historians of the period. " The 
fir$t who perceived the dty^ (says Michaudj 
ttte faithful transcriber from these historians) 
rtmeat together/ Jerusalem, Jerusalem!' Those 
lit^ho marched in the rear ranks ran forward tp 
i|^e the city, the object of all their longings 
and prayers. The words, ' God wills it, Qod 
wills it,' are repeated bv the whole army, and 
re-echo from Mount Zion and the Mount of 
Olives, which are in the eye of the Crusaders. 
The horsemen alight, and walk on bare feet. 
Some throw themselves on their knees at the 
sight of the holy places, — others kiss with re- 
spect a land honoured by the presence of the 
Saviour. In their transport, they pass, in turn^ 
from Joy to sadness, and from sadness to joy. 
Sbmetimes they feUcitate themselves on touch- 
ing the last boundary of their labours, — some- 

* O gnn bonta di cavalieri antichi, &c. 
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times they weep over their sins, over the death 
of Jesus Christ, and the profanation of his 
tomb : all renew the oath which they had so 
ofVen made to deliver the Holy City from the 
sacrilegious yoke of the Mussulmans." But I 
fear I am wearying you, — ^though, I must own, 
I can scarcely quit the subject, especially since 
it brings us to another awful and important 
crisis in thefortunes of Jerusalem, which, though 
soon again subject to new fluctuations, we shaU 
hardly pursue farther than to this point. — Cle- 
anthes and I begged Philo to continue his nar- 
rative, as we were pleased to have our fading 
recollections, on a subject which he had evi- 
dently been lately studying, refreshed ; but it 
was agreed that we should defer the history 
of the siege till the following day, as he, in the 
meantime, was desirous to look over some of the 
leading particularsin the most approved writers; 
— so we parted, my Hermippus, for the evening. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Return to Jerusalem — Bethel — Sichenu 

Ffi iLobegan^ next mornings with saying that we 
had only again to conceive ourselves stationed on 
the Mount of Olives, and facing the Mosque of 
Omar, with its minarets glittering in the rising 
fiun. We are marching on, you recollect^ he 
^id^ with the Crusading armies, and are ani« 
ipated to the attack by the sight of that monu- 
ment of infidelity. From the siege of Titus till 
ihat of Omar, Jerusalem, or the site at least 
on which the ancient city stood, had remained 
pretty steadily in the possession of the Roman 
or Greek empire^ — a period of about 600 years. 
During this time it was utterly destroyed and 
rebuilt, — was converted into a heathen, and 
then into a Christian city, — ^but, for the last 
400 years, since it had been in the hands of the 
Saracens, and afterwards of the Turks, Mo- 
hammedanism was the predominant religion of 
its inhabitants. According to the description 
of Michaud, at the time of the Crusades Jeru« 
salem formed, as now, a square, somewhat 
longer than it is broad^ of a league in circuit. 
It inclosed in its space four hills, — ^to the east 
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tlmt^f ACoffiah, where tbe |{attqm#£ Onunr Indl 
been built oa tbe site of the Temple gf Mct- 
moii,^ — ^to tbe south end west Acra^ whi^ o^ 
cupied all the width of the city« — to the nprtk 
Bezetha, or the new citv» — to the north-wost 
Golgotha^ or' Calvary^ which the Greeks sup- 
posed to be the centre of th^ world, and 4«n 
which was raised the Church of the Resopnrech 
tion. In the existing state a£ Jerusatem^ i^ 
had lost much of its strength and its exteitl. 
Mount Zion was no longer enclosed within ks 
circuity but hung over its walls, between ftb^ 
south and west. The three valleys whieh e^b* 
rounded its ramparts had been , in many plsiosfl^ 
illed up by Adrian, and the access totlie p}«e0 
was much less difficult, especially toward^ t^ 
north. Notwithstanding, as Jerusaletti, amkr 
the dominion of the Saracens, excited oeMtanfiy 
the ambition of conquerors, — astd as new eo^ 
mies were every day contending for itfr po^sest" 
sion, it had not been neglected to be foptiSe4 
The Egyptians, who had at thia time new^ 
conquered it from the Turks, laboured Ittoei^ 
sanUy, for several months past, in tepssringf jls 
fortifications, and were preparing to defend itl 
not now against those wamors whom they imA 
defeated, but against enemies whom thentet 
parts of Antioch and innumerable armies htA 
not been able to arrest in their victoriousmaiDd^ 
The ruler of Jerusalem^ the Caliph'e lleufeeiMnl^ 
sent out detachments to lay waste tbe cou«fti|^ 
and to poison the wells, while he took cet« l# 
have the eky supplied with suffident pr^fimm 
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-ik^^hem aitn«ns (^ the fi^rmatfon* tyf machines 
1^ At^w:e, — his ganistm yms ssid to m a&wtt 
4itfi4QyQ00 men, besides 20,000 of theinhabit^ 
•tttttt; Wiio were aho in arma. 
= ») Tbe very sight of JeruMilem inflamed the 
Heal ^ the Crusaders to risk every thing fbr 
4lli Miverance, — and they vrere stiH more in- 
cited hy numbers of Christians who fled from 
^e eity^ and, taking refage with the friendly 
4fnDy^ gave them the sad details of the Mow 
luoiAnedan cruelties. They could not resist 
the impulse cf making an instantaneons dth 
.faiok, : in which they would, probably, havfe 
4irticeeeded, if they had been provided with 
|lt>:bpto machines for assisting them in battering 
vtld scaling the walls: as it was, they were 
xMif^ to retreat, after having almost promised 
'iiummAves that a miracle would be vrrought 
ivfhi^ behalf. . It wasnow necessary fbr them 
4cpiltMl materials for the construction of these 
lliMttiiiients of assault; but there was a want of 
l^aoA In that waste and arid Country. Thia 
Vj^drfttkwi^ theretoe, went on but slowly, — an4^ 
jif the meantime, the heat of the season pro« 
Si^ed ^ai extreme drought, and the army was 
fddoced to the utmost distress from want et 
iMCtl^^^-^and, while they were thus in want and 
^IJMieliednesft; they were betrayed into dhsen^ 
Amfi^Mid other fatal vices. In the midst of 
l|pii«»oalfflBities, says Raymond d'AgileSj-^-^n 
iddMltorian wbowas himself in this Crusade/ 
cc«tta»y weretempted to forget theil* God; and 
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to'|gttir#«^ fltt iftmuAt of getiifaig^lMiMMdii'of 
ilMf HoljrOky, of of hoping t» move the Divhk 
Oompassion. The reooUectionsof ihetr caontiy 
were added to their sufferings^ Tke dis^ 
couragement was so fffeat that some deseetad 
^eir colours^ and fled to the harbours of Fa« 
lestina and Byria^ to take the first opporttmity' 
t)f embarking for Europe. They founds at laat^ 
at tN)tne distance from the ckj^ a wood, which 
hiAsbeenUi^ground.work of Tasao's Enchanted 
For^st/^^from which they got materials fiv 
their machines^ and suceealed in e r e ctin g 
sottie whidi hove even been celebrated for thciir 
skilfhl construction in the treatises on . this 
bmnch of the military art. 

Before commencing another grand attadc, 
Ijiey made a religious procession round iheoitlr, 
headed by thepriests^-^in which penitenoeforsd) 
tfateir disorders and want of faith, deep andaliW 
eere as it seemed to be, was sacceeded by shmot 
impulse of vehement aeal and detrotioR id'^e 
iacred causes The Hermit Peter h6re. again 
oame fbrward to exhort and .animate thien^**^ 
they burst into tears, and embracing, Ukewiifr 
•lEMrted one another to support together the 
fetigues and sufferings, of which the gHoruma 
, l^ecompense was at hand. Incoiudstent vs-^die 
Crusaders were in their conduct and feelin^^ 
and passing as they did from the dzsbtfdenF 
of profligacy or of cruelty to the depdwtef 
religious fueling and contrition, when thdr 
w«re tinder the influence of the hitter > saBi£* 
' ments, wfe may say, fhirly, that they w«nei«irai 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



UQd«iiidi4EioJ^gidii,biit tlieClttitAui cmld 
mmift. The votoriea of Mohi«)nMd» bigoied 
fiia eothiisiAstio u they imgbt be, w«&t «ni in 
m mudi colder and harder frame of mindr^ 
Aetr religion was» after all, Htde aaore than a 
pimit of honour to hold iirm their aUegiaatt 
10 their Prophet» qnimated by a flfenmg perf 
suasion of eternal reward6,-**bttt it was jatevr 
mingled with none cf those deep affections of 
aelf-abasemeBt and of love, which it maj be too 
vrncb for hnman nature, in kB ruder and noite 
undisciplined forma, consistently to maintaiii» 
Jwt which, when they did act upon the natural 
ninds of simple and warm-hearted warriofs» 
produced for the time, at least, the noblest tmd 
.tkiiest exhibitions of the power of the GoepeL 
This observation there will soon be an occasion 
to apply in still more striking cireumstances. 
-3be garrison of Jerusalem were not, in the 
'meantime, inattentive to their religiova duties, 
^«Mthey assembled in the mosques, and called 
.tip into their minds all the seal which the ro- 
-siembvanoes of a sterner faith coukl inspire : 
ivrith the morroMr the conflict was in prepsjra«> 
itbm So be maintained with all the qourage 
jwhich- the hiffhest stake could inspire, and (ill 
<9tbe skill which could be exerted on either side, 
^ the first warriors of the age. 
.. > Thegrandattadccommencedaboutthreedays 
jiaftsr, on Thursday, the 14th July, 1099. Ood- 
^^B^ stood on the platform of one of the wooden 
tavers, animating his troops both by bis woids 
9iid«»ample. Raymond, Tancred,the.I>ttk<'''^ 
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NormAidy/tbe Cknint of 'FliifiAer», and }<illMtf 
|inqoipalitefldera> led on tlmir soldiera ix) i:h«^ 
ihook,M4t wu deiperate Ion the sidtt 06 H^ 
Cfaristians/but not lest brairelyMiafiamd by^ 
die M ugBalmaat warriore; Thej df reetcd their' 
•ftdeavoiirft to the destPuctkm of tbe maichkie^ 
which iwre throwing their brides -u|K>ii tho 
ivallfit bf ^hioh the invaders were to enter th^ 
ekj* These were. terribly shattered or defa' 
8tEDjed^<-^and another night passed amidst tha^ 
disappointment of the Christiaiis^ which it reu* 
qhaired all the vigour of the leaders to assuajc^;* 
The priests^ too^ had here an invportant oASm' 
tD'perform>*— end with the rettnrn of <morfring< 
the army returned with new faith and ai<di»hi!> 
to the diarge. They were again zaet wM- 
aetmxogiy invincible determinatiotty^— soroflM'^ 
lies now seemed likewise to be resorted- ti^ 
by the Mttssnlmans^-^fem^e magieians stood: 
Bipon thewalis uttering blaspiiemies/and'pefu' 
ibrming incantations^ — ^the Ghristimis agaAii' 
wiere on the point of recediog, when the* i!^*' 
port that a knight in arms^ of more than earthly 
aapect^ was calling them on from'the Mounrof 
OLIves^ inspired fresh courage and entbttsiaisili? 
amongst tbnn. There is a state of the hamaMi/ 
mind^ in tratii, in whidi the supposition* lof-w 
miracle is. <|uite of as much importance fbr 
great results as its reality could have been.' 
The attack of the Crusaders was- now qtiit»' 
ii!resi8tible,-«*4ior was it only tiiie aoMieliS'W^lbr 
were inspired with the energy <of a ilast'^aad' 
iinGontrc4lableeffort^---diewomen>theehiMriD, 
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tli« lick, joiiMd the pfesSk and ^ve:irha(t'«id 
ibey could for th« encoumgemedt or euppovl 
of tyie combatants* The tremendoiM tow^ra jroU 
on^'-^the flames thrown upoa them ave blown 
faaek upon the eneniy>— the aasailanta mako 
good their entrance into the city,«-^e gatas 
aiDT broken down ; and the whole army, with 
their leaiders at their head, pour through the 
streets* massacring every thing human in their 
way. Here again the sad speetacle of cruelty, 
masked from the actors under the veil of reli«* 

Cs seal, breaks out in all the outrage whidi 
an nature can exhibit:— ^ot only the 
avmed opponents are put to the sword, but 
nothing that has life is 8pared,---eo that, in the 
sjtyiong language of Raymond d'Agiles* a wit** 
neas of the murderous scene, the blood flowed 
to the knees and the bridle of the horses. Je»* 
rvea&em again experienced a repetition of the 
horrpf a of the Roman storm, only with the 
4asrk aggravation that the aetors in this tra^ 
^fdj were not Heathen but Christian eol« 
dier«. 
• Some pleasing ineidents> at the same time^ 
presen^d themselves in the midst of this brtt<« 
tid carnage. The pious Hermit who had firs( 
projected the deliverance of Jeruaalem was 
reoogoiaed in the midst of the noble diiefe 
taine> and was surrounded by the lively grata** 
^ideof the Christians of the city, who now ran 
fiyriauivd to wdcome their benelkctors. The 
l^aiie, the npble, the princely> were over< 
loQk^/*HEknd he alone> tne man of piety and 
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-pfft^ef, witfl the^ object of theii" admff^ldift and 
theif tbankfulness. The sight of these de\% 
•Vef ed 8 a (fevers seemed, too, at once to give a 
-torn to the course of the thoughts and feeling* 
of the furious army. To the butchery and 
rapine, which had been so horribly profuse, 
though attempted to be checked by Godfrey, 
-who, immediately on his entrance into the city, 
went to the Church of the Holy Septilchre, 
unarmed and with naked feet, — succeeded k 
-scene of devout and deep sentiment, which is 
thus described and commented on by €Kbboti. 
"* The Holy Sepulchre was now free ; and the 
Woody victors prepared to accomplish thl^ir 
Vow. Bareheaded and barefoot, with coti. 
trite hearts, and in an humble posture, they 
kscetided the Hill of Calvary, amidst the loud 
itnthems of the clergy ; kissed the stone whicft 
bad covered the Saviour of the world, and be+ 
dewed with tears of joy and penitened tftte 
monument of their redemption. Thiaunioii 
of the fiercest and most tender passions has been 
variously considered by two philosophers,-^ 
by the one, as easy and natural, by the othefr 
as absurd and incredible. Perhaps it is tM 
rigorously applied to the same persons, and in 
the same hour. The example of the vittuoti^ 
Oodfrey awakened the piiety of his costffMU 
nions ; while they cleansed their bodies, they 
purified their minds ; nor shall I believe that 
the most ardent in slaughter and rapine w^re 
the foremost in the procession to the H^y 
S^ulchre.*- ' '• 
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• , Tbe two pUloflophers aUod^ to in thi^ p«iM«- 
«ge are Hame and Voltaire ; and it i« the 
former of these who sees nothing very uiv* 
natural in the change of a«pect and sentiment 
presented on this occasion by the Cruaadetik 
The description of the scene as it is given by 
thia eminent historian, and his reflections upoB 
it, are likewise well deserving of being quoted. 
'^ After a siege of five weeks," he says, " they 
took Jerusalem by assault, — and, impelled by a 
mixture of military and religious rage, they.put 
the numerous garrison and inhabitants to the 
aword, without distinction. * Neither arms de- 
fended the valiant, nor submission the timor^ 
QUfi^ — ^no age or sex was spared^ — infants on 
Uie breast were pierced by the same blow with 
t^^eir mothers, who implored for mercy : even 
H multitude to the number of ten thousand 
persons, who had surrendered themselves pri« 
^mer», and were promised quarter, were butt 
lihered, in cool blood, by those ferocious con* 
querors* The streets of Jerusalem were co^ 
vered with dead bodies ; and the triumphant 
wai7iors> after every enemy was subdued and 
slaughtered, immediately turned themselvesy 
with the sentiments of humiliation and contrir 
tion> towards the Holy Sepulchre. They threw 
aside their arras, still streaming with blood. 
They advanced with reclined bodies, and naked 
^«t.and heads, to that sacred monument. Thc^ 
4UOg anthems to their Saviour, who had there 
pornhased their salvation by his death and 
agony ; and their devotion, enlivened by th€ 
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l^weim 0f CfaepUce vhOT^^^faa faadtuAMc^ «o 
overcame their Airy that tibey dissolved id 
tears, and bore the apf)«arat)ee of every tmtt 
and tender 8entinient.-<^-So inconsistent is Im^ 
man nature with Itself 1 and so easily does the 
most effeminate superstition ally both with the 
most heroic courage and with tne fiercest baiv 
barity I" 

The only objection I would make to thiii 
beautiful passage is on the use of the exu^ 
pAression '^the most efl«nifinate superstitioD.'^' 
The religious fieelings of the Crusaders wer6«' 
in themselves, truetod genuine^<^t isonly their 
inoonsistenqy with the fetocioos horrors firom' 
which they seemed to emerge that excites oii# 
wonder and regret. The explanation ofl^v^ 
byOibbon arises from a soonaand correct fe^: 
ing^ and is probably so ikr just ; and, liaritin|f 
as it does Mr Hume's general remark on thd 
inoonsistency of human nature, is» pesbaiM^ 
along with it, all diat need be satd on the m^ 
qttiry. Instead of pursuing it, llien> i mm 
vather pleased to notice in TOth these power* 
All wnters, on this occasion, a greater sytn^ 
]lathy with the Cluristian warriors than tiieir 
ceneral prejudices would have led us to expect 
from them. They, indeed, seem to have caught; 
fiism these nnphilosophie soldiers, for thetiine^' 
somewhat of the same spirit of belief which 
actuated them, and to be almost themsrivee 
examples of the like inconsistency of hamaa^ 
nature. But it is always an kiconaisteaGjr* 
pleasing to be contemplated, when we methi^ 
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th<>ugh it nmybe hot for the onDm^Ot.^ ^im 
m^^ritieftand stabbomnew, whethenof .the Imtm 
banan or < the anbelieTer. Voltaive, it w^uld 
appear> in describing >thit aflfectisg aceiie* omr- 
nes hk tone of mockery tbroi^bQiit|-r«-*3fet:bf^ 
too» was aisaost a Chnsttan, wlwn he wept ov«p 
the afflictions and the piety of his own ZairCb-<^« 
The first Crosade ended with theestablishmtnt 
oCi a king and church in Jerusalem. Qodfrey 
Was anammously elected to the crown of that 
i|ew kingdom^— ^nd in a very few days Iho 
city, by the re-establishment of the Christian 
worship, exhibited tlie aspect which it htA 
held before the conquest of the Saracens* 
».Ithink> to complete the story^ said I^ y^ 
may as weU> Philo, relate the manner in which 
Jerusalem again fell under the Infidel sway.-*^ 
The ChrisliianS) you may believe^ said Pbilo» 
had never a very secure possession of the small 
kingdom whieh took its name from that city* 
Not enly die Mussulman powers were con* 
stanUy lying in wait to regain the possession 
oS^.iU bat its kings fell into perpetual feude- 
with other Christian principalities established 
}sy tbediiFeretit crusading leaders. The mili^^ 
tMfy'CHrders which now arose form a striking' 
fjMture of this chivalrovis age. Tbey were, ae* 
long as it was possible) the bulwark of Jeru*»; 
aaiem'; — at last Guy, theeighth king from Ood^ 
fmfi having first been weakened by the revolt 
of '«he zEiadL of Tripoli, one of his vassals, was 
taken prisoner iiear Tiberias, in a great battle 
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febght vidi tbe ewMWit Turkiib ItMlir MH' 
din* Bu* a new histwical wprk«* vlitcb. WM 
put into 1117 handB odij kf t mght» •nables me 
to.givey(m the foUowing interesting deteAnif 
the condliiding Boene in the tragedy of Jemr 
telem, — end I am happy to avaU invaelf of U^ 
though eovry^ at the same tiine» to he obiig^ 
to confess that the picture which it draws of 
the great Sakdin throws into shade the bri|^lr 
eat heroes of the erosai — ^^ Saladin lost no tlane 
in following up hie vitetory by new conquests 
Many of the strangest places in the kingdon^ 
drained of their garrisons, and filled with -£»• 
nay at the rapidity with which he overran the 
Qoitntry» threw open their gates ; and> at lengjA^ 
aaixieua to smite the Christian power t<>tbe«MC^ 
helaidaiege to Jerusalem^ which was defended 
4mly by a few thousand Christians^ the ^^ of 
whom were followers of the Greehchu^j aid 
iof eouffse hostile to the Latin snpfeimeyir 1^ 
queen, who awaited within the walls tfae.rMin(flf 
Jier throne, ofiered to capitulate ; but Saiadin, 
•knowing. her inability to offer a protfactiediPi^ 
^tance^ rejected the propositiesif ainddecliir)9il> 
that^ if the city did not instantly suneiidQafiiAie 
would scale ttue ramparts, sword in band* a9# 
savenge, by an indiscriminate massacre' of jInp 
onhabitaots, the Moslem blood shed by Qodfi^ 
of Bouillon. This^wsswer rendered tbe^ h^^iim 
^Iseperate^ and th^ resolved tobury themselinea 
jinder the ruins of their shattered battWmMlf. 

>■ " ■ 1 ■ . I yi i'" 

« * Aatlmland^ AchkvemcmsQf ihsKalgtetofJUaUau 
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fiirtf^ tii« wonefi; gmthertof etmrage A'cnii dex 
Madr^ tikik iit«ii«> «id]M«epir«d thenMlvettN^ 
$kkrt th« de^ thM atrcitedtheir nstund firojt 
teotora • and so bravdy did the garrison repel 
^ffeij assault, that^ at due end of fotirteen daT|r% 
fhe fiulHaii was fflad to sign the trestj wbieh 
he had pfevionsly reacted. The tenns wet* 
at onee nonottrable to the garrison, and indi« 
oatiTe of a rare humanitv in the eonqneron 
Slie dty was left undespmled, and the Christ 
^ticn nobks and sokHers were peniritted l» 
mtarA ottt with their arms, and gaaranteed k 
imte convoy to ainr town in which they might 
^ftoom to seek refvge. As to the inhabitants^ 
$k» natiTe Greeks were allowed to remain un^ 
SMolested ; bnt such as were Latins by descent, 
mit^ required to pay a ransom.-^the men ten, 
%he women five, and the children two crowns 
^'^old, and to remove to some other place. 
AU persons who were unable to pay tbia ran<« 
itom, Vfeke detained as slaves, 
r • i^f' Kotwitlistandinff the clement terms of this 
^tnaty, the last artide of which alone pressed 
Vitb severity on the vanquished, religions aa^ 
i«acMions gave it an aspect of refined cruelty 
Hf> the unhappy Latins, who passed the laet 
nlgfirt they ranained possessors of the dty in 
litmentations and tears. Multitudes^ earned 
4Mi^y by a pious enthusiasm, which mementik 
^ly b^me stronger as the hour of their ex^ 
^p$im» drew near, hastened to the Holy S^k 
<^re, and prostrated themselves in mournful 
iiutafiliatian before it. 8aladin> with a eonsi- 
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deoOm.tlurt: 4id hini liowMtr, n£t$Ah4d SlfM^ 
Altering the city> thoiigfa the gwtes were thrdwni 
open at 6UQri8e> until these BMlanchol j d«noii- 
strations were ended^ and the last of the Latin 
Christians had bidden it a final farewell. The 
matrons, carrying their infants, led the pro- 
cession ;-*after them came the men, bearing 
Provisions for their journey, and such housed 
old relics as circumstances permitted than to' 
remove ; — and, lastly, came the queen, and tiui 
two infant fMrincesses, her daughters, surround^ 
ed by the priesthood, the remnant of the no*: 
bility, and the few military men who weiw 
still able to grasp a lance. It is said that 
several of the Christian ladies, whose lords 
ivfire in captivity, uttered ddlorous cries, mad 
lifted up their hands in earnest supplioation^ 
when they beheld Saladin, as he stood watehf 
ing their departure. The noble-minded Ksrd^- 
on being made acquainted with the casae^ 
their grief, which one of them, who hadpntti 
tfated herself at his feet, energetically de^* 
scribed as to be lightened only by the iibera^ 
tion of their natural protectors, humanely' 
ordered such prisoners as they named to- lie 
set free, and dismissed the fair suppliants wMi 
sev^al princely gifts. Nor did the genevos^ 
of the conqueror terminate with this diivalraii 
action. With that respect for. valour . ancl 'fauft 
manity which supremely distinguished 'faiaa^ 
he no sooner heard of the benevolent attention 
which the Hospitallers were in the habit of 
bestowing on the sick an^ wounded; tliaR'he' 
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gpputtad tea of tbeai pmnisiion to temtiM n 
y^ax longer in Jeruialem^ to perfect the care 
of all the aufferers who had been confided to 
their care. 

" Thus, on the 2d of October, 1187, at the 
distance of eighty^eight years from its conquest 
by the first Crusaders, Jerusalem passed once 
more under the Mohammedan yoke. Saladin, 
ere he entered the subjugated capital, caused 
tite bells of the Christian temples to be broken 
aad m^ted down ; and the Patriarchal Church, 
which had originally been a magnificent 
mosque, built by the Caliph Omar on the ruins 
of the famous Temple of Solomon, was care- 
fillly purified with rose-water, and again dedi- 
ealed to Infidel rites. The great cross which 
PNrmounted the dome of this superb structure 
WAS also displaced by the Sultan's orders, and, 
4$ •% mark of degradation, dragged for two 
tecceasive days through the filth of the streets. 
The wars of near a century had won for the 
&ty that had been the object of so mudi pious 
zam and so many sanguinary conflicts, nothing 
save fresh dishonour and a heavier chain." 

.Well, th»i, said I, shall we still suppose our* 
8fl>res seated in the Valley of Jehoshaphat,-— 
although the Mussulman is once more lording^ 
il^hne, and the worship in the Mosque of Omar 
iajjenewed,-— «nd by the side of Snoa's brooky 
wiUah flowed 

• * " Fast by the oracle of God," 

%jfP)9U stream rising at the foot of Mount Mo^ 
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i!ah, and jblnfng the Ketfrdtt nt^ariy o)yi)ddh^ 
the little villa^ of Siloane, built ort that part of 
the Mount of Olives Which is called the Modtr^ 
tain of Offence, and which is on the eastern sid^of 
the Kedron ? It rises from afoutitalti, to whidi 
the name of the Virgin is given, frerni an opi- 
nion that she frecjuently came hither to drink. 
You dfescendhy flights of steps, undet an ar<^«ii 
tault of masonry, to a small pool, containing' & 
little dirty and oracltish water ;— ^which, n<)tx 
withstanding its uninvitSng taste and aspect, l# 
still, in imitation of the blind man whom ^tiih 
Saviour sent there to complete his ctirfe, used 
by devout pilgrims for diseases of the ey\es. '^ 
As you describe it, Pkmphilus, said ¥tA\b, 
Jt wjarc6ly comes up to the idea siigg^llted'lh^ 
Mflton's sublime invocation. But let ns t¥di* 
the KedrOn again by its old and ddaM'btidg&, 
— which, if it is not the tame, mlay; tif fMrti^ 
well represent that one over which so bfteb -'' 



«' Walked thow blmed fti^ 



')«T 



Wliicl^, eighteen hundred vears^KO, weieAaU^ , 
For our aavAutage, to the hitter cross,** — J 

ahd seat tis hi the harden df 6(fthMnhairdi'\Ml^ 
Of "dit last phiees honoured by bis prescMW t^ 
Ibfe ^at awful consummation et hisf bofii^m. 
W« bave been at Bethlehem,-«'4Md iiav« itmk 
meditated on tfie gloriies of hh nttti VHy^, -miifu 
gling their celestial splemlour so lUtfmm iitflMly 
"vrith the homeliness of his earlAAy spoektwmB, 
and corresponding so accurately with tne thtfuie 
of the angeh' song,--" Hie glory to God tfi tile 
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good will toward men." The angelic viaipii x»^ 
pfffisentg the Divine glory* — ^the oumble occtit 
pation of the shepheircla and their quiet fljockf 
represent peace and good will among the fami« 
lies of men, — the form and expreMioii of the 
JSLoly Infants combining the Divine and huv 
Qian naturcji shadow out the union of that glorji 
j^d that good will. We have been at Na«a« 
reth, and, in the youth of the yet retired and 
ifokn/pwn prophet, we have followed the won- 
4i'i9u« course of his secaret thoughts, collecting 
In the humblest aspect of man all the euergief 
of the Divini^ wiihin him. We have be«in om 
the banks of Gennesarethj-r-^nd have there be* 
^\d the Godhead and the manhood of Jesu% 
jnf ull and simultaneous action, coming forward 
jo the face of day in acts of power and benefi«> 
^noej which can be denominated Godlike only^ 
and yet amidst the practice of all those pub* 
lie and social duties which mark the highest 
perfection and the noblest sympathies of hu« 
man nature. In the sad scene which is now 
before us, there is a capacity of endurance, a 
IHirity of unmurmuring patience, that i^ truly 
4ivine ^''^but it is man that is here chiefly pre* 
te94^ to our view,-^roan suffering under the 
}o9^of the accumulated feeling of human mi« 
4fKj[> and the degradation and desertion which 
jnoeompanies the sense of sin, — a sense even 
nEMi:e acute and overwhelming that it was the 
wv^' of a, .WQirld, not his own. This was tlie bit- 
ter cup which was now given him to drink,*^* 
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aM Ae'B^ppnbension of which mad^faim swcstt 
*s.it wtr9 gjeat drops of blood falling down to 
the ground. Again^ I say, Gleanthes, the scene 
in the Garden of Gethsemane is utterly beyond 
the imagiiiation of any human contri verof scenias 
of passion ;-^yet it is most suitable^ as intro- 
dttCtory to the work that was still to be exe- 
cuted^ and to the character of the Son of God, 
to ft degree that themost exquisite skill of genins 
>€Ottld have fancied nothing so appropriate. '■ ^ 

Shall we then enter the grotto, Philo, saiiiil, 
ill' which Christ is said to have undergone th^t 
Itiitter agony, near the ledge of rock on which 
the apostles are supposed to have meanwhile 
fallen asleep? — O these eternal grottos, saad 
Philo, — must fools for ever be rashtng in 
where angels fear to tread ? Is even the saered 
ground of Gethsemane not to be freed frbm 
them,*-^but must they mingle among it8r(in» 
utteraMe groanings and supplication^ h ^b^ 
'beautiiul in that scene the weakness of buhiaa 
nature, standing out in all its deep hunulietidn 
and feeling of dependence, — ^the Deity* t^hrcnidn 
off, as it were, and man only coming intoi^^iewl 
Yet, what a character of man,-~4it9w 'perfect, 
iiow holy ! This is one of the passages o£the 
history of Jesus which must have drawi^that 
l^rofound confession from the heart of \Raas«4 
seau, which remains among the noblest expves^ 
Bione of truth and of sentiment withihrthe 
compass of modem philosophy^. ' • ' i p. . » 

The same unexampled tissue of ' etevateit 
character and appropriate incident hi 
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'llirougili the whole aacceediiig p«it of the Jm^ 

tory, from the moment of the trutor's approacb. 

-•^Tbe path by which he came, said I, is still 

tpointed out, and is walled in from the rest of 

the garden, as forbidden ground ; and thia lias 

been done by the Turks ^emselves, who haire 

« wholesome hatred for the treachory of Judaa.) 

:»^1 am glad of it, continued Philo9'-*-&om that 

jasoment, I was saying, through the whole scene 

of the examination before Uie high priest,-*- 

the defection of the apostles,-«-the denial of 

fetery**-the trial before Pilate,-— even to the 

acene of the cross,-— there is nothing certainly 

ja history so affecting in itself,**^r told with so 

fttuch arUessness,-«>«or exhibiting such dignity 

of character in the principal personage,-*<or so 

many traits of character of every kind in the 

•ubordinate actors; — nothing, finally, so 9^ 

pxofNriate could have been devised for the con* 

vlxding hours of one who came to sympathiaf 

as deeply with all the sorrows and all the aina 

of humannature,— ''AS, in the beautiful language 

ofrprophecy, to carry then^ and to be wounded 

for them. 

I understand perfectly^ said Cleantbes, what 
is- meant by bearing our griefs, and carrying 
out. sorrows, — that is to say, enduring affliction 
similar to ours, — and I can easily see how much 
iateoest this circumstance adds to the character 
o£ a Divine visitant of our frail and afflicted 
nature ; — but the mysterious part dT the doc«- 
trine of the Cros s ■ ' ' To the Jews a stum- 
faliiig4^ck, and to the Greeks foolishness" 

8 2 
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Oleanthes, interrupted PhHo^ — yet it is not 
$hus yoa deservt to be answered,*— but sup- 
pose neither you nor I can take in the 8tt»- 
pendous extent of the conception involved 
in this great central truth of the Ohristiatt 
faith^ " He was wounded for our transgress 
sions/' — ^yet we require nothing more than. t6 
feel, — at least for deriving a deep imprest- 
sion from the scenes which we are now con^ 
templating, — that there was a relation,--^! preu 
tend not to explain of what kind, or to buiUL 
upon it any theological dogma, — ^between the 
sufierings of the Son of God and the sins of 
the beings with whom he so deeply sympa- 
thized, and whose nature he so graciously a»- 
iBumed,^— -and that this relation was felt in all 
its intensity through all the prophetic antii^ 
pationsj and all the preparatory trials, and in 
the agonies of death itself, by the meek arid 
boly Sufferer. And this, farther, I affirm, Gle- 
anthes, that no religion of imposture couM 
have conjectured or imagined any such ihef- 
fable relation, — and thatnoreligion of merepfafr- 
losophy can at all approach to it in its charax^ 
ters of tender compassion and devoted - lov^. 
Let us now go on then, under this profound 
impression, in the procession of the cross i**- 
though I do not ask you, Pamphilus, to convey 
me along the Fia Dolorosa, — ^nor do I find an^ 
inclination to visit, along with you, the ahar 
erected, I believe, on the spot on whieb it is 
said to have been reared, or to witness any of 
the mummeries of a mock crucifixion. ' It is 
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enough for the impression which we stB now 
seeking, that the circuit in which the real scene 
was acted is around us^ — that jon have brought 
us within view of Jerusalem, and within the 
hiHs which surround it. Calvary is somewhere 
«mong them, no matter whether where Helena 
faaa fixed it or no, — as the spot on which the sacri- 
fice of Isaac, so beautifully prophetic of this 
final and still more filial sacrifice, was to be per- 
i5Ejnned, is somewhere here too, though no one 
^as attempted to fix it. I almost wish that out 
■visits to these holy scenes could have been made 
while Jerusalem was yet a heap, and nothing 
bnt a few ruined towers marked the site of the 
ancient temple. We might have conjectured 
better the real position of the cross, though I 
do Dot think I should have groped among the 
.Tubbitsh to find it, or of the sepulchre, before 
ithey had been smothered under piles of build- 
aig, and every possibility of identification re- 
moved. 

But, I repeat, this is of no great moment fdr 
deepening the impression ; the general iden- 
tity of the scene is sufiicient, — and when we 
ibllow the Son of Man, bearing the accursed 
rtree, and still more the burden of the sins of a 
whole world, felt by him, in these bitter mo- 
ments even of human weakness and appre- 
hended Divine desertion, in all their wretched- 
ness and helplessness, and disgusting depra- 
vity and folly,— 4ind see him patiently stepping 
^on to aecomplish the sacrifice, although, at the 
'<aide time, inwardly animated, we may believe 
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with the hopeilil antidpation of the pure gold 
diat was lurking under and was yet to be eli- 
cited, through his fiery trial, from the rude un- 
digested mass of the human clay, — I appeal to 
you, Cleanthes, did Plato, — ^who, I believe, had 
some remote apprehension of these things, — yet 
reach any thing at all commensurate to their 
dignity and benign character,-^ar form to his 
imagination any conception of what the apostle 
to the Gentiles was incapable, even after die 
event, of finding words to express ^^the breadtl^ 
and length, and depth, and neight, of the love 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge ?" 

It is the want of this .deep and divine im- 
pression which points to so tender a connex- 
ion between the compassion of God and the 
Cnitence of man, — which smooths the way so 
autifully between the discordant oualities 
of the just and holy Creator and the offending 
iind unclean creature,--4:hat makes the religion 
of Mohammed, supposing we could overlook 
its glaring imposture and impurity, so unat- 
tractive and uninteresting, even as exhibited 
in the characters of the very best of its adhe- 
rents^^ — (and the same may be said, in a de- 
gree, of all the systems of Christian belief it- 
self, in which this impression is left out), — and 
it was the possession of it, on the contrary, which 
threw around the sentiments of the champions 
of the cross, amidst all their inconsistency, bar- 
barism, and folly, an illumination so sacred apd 
affecting, and which, when embraced by ^n in-i 
genuous heart, and followed by corresponding 
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CQndi^, haa ever given to the Cbristinn ^b^rac- 
ter a finish so fine and delicate, yet so retiring 
avid unpretending. 

The mi shty sacrifice is accomplished ( — What 
^Ise could now have happened under such an 
unprecedented dispensation, — and when the Di- 
yine victim had bowed his head, and uttered the 
worda " it is finished," than what the evan- 
gelists have related as the events that then pre<» 
rented themselves, — the darkening of the sun^ 
l^the quaking of the earth, — the tombs open- 
ing and surrendering their dead ? So far irom 
seeing any improbability in such events, under 
these circumstances, they appear to be the most 
natural accompaniments of the crucifixion, and 
^re quite what in an Epic poem would have been 
felt as the most appropriate inventions to suit 
such a catastrophe, except that they are too ap- 
propriate fof any human invention exactly to 
nity or for any delicacy of taste to touch so 
bgbtly, and with such an absence of all over- 
dping and over-colouring. 
. But the grave bursts and the Holy Inmate 
riaes into a restored life I This reappearance^ 
too, of the great Sun of Righteousness after his 
temporary eclipse, — ^his occasional interviews^ 
4,i;iring the space of forty days, amid the scenes 
which we are now contemplating, with his dis* 
ciples, and with the faithful women who had 
mourned over his departure, — there is, in all 
tibie^e wonderful, yet domestic and familiar in- 
cidents, .something so nicely tidapted to meet 
or to .awaken faith, and, at the same time, so 
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]ittif$ tA ii[^t«rrup^tb«ardiii|ivy.ojuxeiil» «^ ^tn 
intierfere with the established do^ oi earthly 
existence^ — there is so much of miracle, and A 
bciuitiful and truly Divine niiracle> without at 
the aame time»» anything that seems monstrouis 
or unnatural, — ^that thisgrand event, connecl;ed 
as it is with the humiliation which preceded it» 
and from which it springs in so glorious a, eon^- 
traat, — ^if it does not lay the only fouodalaoni 
Cleanthes, for our immortal prospect^ ccomol 
but contribute immensely to their security und 
stability. 

And when we add the complete reassuxaption 
of the Divine character of existence in the con* 
eluding serene spectacle of the Ascension* 
which,although I do not seek fortheimpressioil 
of a foot to mark its locality, cortainly wimi 
exjiibited somewhere in the circuit of the hkoljF 
city; St Luke, indeed, particulairiaes the sp^-*-f 
*' And he led them out as far as to Bethany.; 
and he liflted up his hands and blessed theWl^ 
And it came to pass while he blessed them^jiU 
was parted from them, and carried up iot9 
hei^ven/'-<^I say again and again„ Cleantheti 
the narrative of events so admirable in thenht 
s/el ves, and so much of a piece with one anotlMli^ 
— so elevating to human nature, and so n^* 
cessary, indeed, to meet all its wants, aiHl to 
satisfy all its aspirat)ons,^-<K)ntaiiis ita^w^ eviif 
dence in itself ; and although, besides, it baA m 
addition all the external supports and admioir 
des of testimony which the most perfect hia^ 
iorical evidence can require, yet, were, idl 
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ftlei^ loHt^i^WM the ^tbty prenentedi^ ni, pro^ 
dtt6^ \re kffcfw iMt iVotn y/fhtnce, atid' tmcoN^ 
Mboriited tfnd unsupported^ ito most powerfaV 
Evidence woold stfll remahi) and mnst rehinhi 
while human nature is what it ift^-^suAsring^ 
ftinful^ mortal^ yet aspirings hopeful^ longings 
£bt imstkGtUVity ! 

Yott may dislike the niraculons aspect bf 
^e history. Now diis with me weighs ininitely* 
Miu favour. I do not say^ with some famous 
ichoc^an^*— I believe because it is impossible ; 
but I do say, without hesitation, I believe the 
iiKMre because it is miraculous* The cburse of 
ntttttre, indeed, itself is a Bivine manifestation, 
-^MlAit a Divine manifestation which connects 
l9ie pre^nt course of nature with a higher^ 
muftt be something out of the known and com^^ 
Mmt course of nature. And the beauty of the 
Chi*isti«n mani:l^tation iS) that it just goes out 
4f <i(hat course so far as i» becoming or heces* 
siiry, and not a step farther. It gives no en^. 
eftu^agement to silly pretensions to miracles; 
WfiT? because its miracles are in a style of 
pmwfmtLnce which attests at once the power 
and' the wisdom of the Divine proceedings^ 
t^Mle almost all other stories of the kind ims 
tterely fHvolous or ridiculous. 
' But I have detained you so long, Pamphi*^ 
lAS, in these outskirts of the Hoiy City, that i 
Will not now ask you to show me any of its 
il^rior wonders. If the present city were to 
b«4W%fft away, and a new ^rusalem were se^n, 
itf in the Apocalypse> coming down fh>m God 
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ent fMoaa indiTiflu«l5> all lighted. • I, w|i4«lik|»^ 
wise, shown tha spot of the crucifixiom upswr&t 
— adjoining^ the place where the pr€^par«tipi;i>i» 
were made for it; — below, in another, chyrchj 
the spot where the true cross was. founds the 
pillar where our Saviour was scoui^ed, &c,^^l 
too hypothetical, or rather eyideut impositioj^ii, 
to excite i^uch feeling of reverence. At ,tb^ 
entrance-door there were Turks sitting to x^ 
ceive and examine the passes or tickets au« 
thorising entrance; — ^these must be procured 
previously from the governor of the town. . At 
the very door of the sanctum. a demand y^f^ 
made for buckshees ;.and numbers of indiarjr 
duals^ Turks as well as Christians, .were.saiuyif* 
fering idly about, and a proportionate, number 
pf blackguard boys, beggars, men, woiu^iUiQM 
children, collecting round and following fh^ 
visitor. The place appeared more a. favpi^^ 
lounge to saunter away an idle hour,.thf|K) q\ie 
frequented from solemn and religious moiyi^ 
: — more like some fashionable exhibitiop^^fif 
paintings than a place pf devout^ med^l^^f^ 
iind reverential awe. ;• \ ''^ m»o 

. It is but fair, however, to mentii)a,cthf^,f^ 
occasion of another visit to the Chur^./^^utjbi^ 
Holy Sepulchre, my. feelings w^e.mqr^l^ 
unison with the sacred character pf , t^ie lyfi^ 
pressipns .intended to be conveyed* ; jf^.iF^ 
when I went to hear massperforme4ji apdji^^ 
self assisted in the ceremony by ciirryipg a wfp 
taper and following the procession, whicA, 
setting out from the shrine at the entrancf , 
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ttb)ip6d at the Holy Sepalelnre, ch«Mingr 
kymtis darihg the ^ile: it then proceeded 
to the Chapel of the Virgin, where n3rmn8 in 
her praise were sung, and pra5rer8 were re« 
peated ; afterwards in succession to the places 
where our Saviour was scourged^-^where hts 
garments were divided,-— where the cross was 
RHind, — then to the Chapel of Helena^—- after- 
wards to Mount Calvary, to where he was 
fixed on the cross,— to me spot of the crnci- 
ftdott,— -and, descending again to the shrine 
near the entrance, over the stone on which 
the body was embalmed. From this the pro- 
cession proceeded again to the Holy SepuU 
dire, round which it passed three times,— -then 
id t^e spot where the Saviour appeared to 
Mary,-^^md again into the Chapel of the Vir- 
1^, where the service was completed. As the 
whole monks of the convent attended with a 
Ml choir, and the organ accompanied them, 
the scene was interesting, solemn, and affect* 
iHg, — tuirticularly when they knelt round the 
kepttlchre, and on the very spot from which 
our Saviour arose from the dead, and made' 
ihaitifest his Divine origin. No scene could 
^11' be more impressive,-— -the more as every 
Iftihg was conducted with the utmost decorum 
-tttid decency.* 

' ^ot I see, Philo, that you are agiun dest- 
rtnts' to be iii locomotion. Well then, — our 
^iyte now lies to the north of Jerusalem, on 

^ * Anonymous Journal. 
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wttekeiide.theBe is a l^welrapjNr^aQb ti» Hpr^ 
ansl^aftee &dv«Bjciipg .tome ,wtiy, thtffe ^ifljit ^ 
kioking Bodmdj va^ oifibe toost impmKg yi^vwi 
of the >di(y^r66|ieriall|r .inkdn <U t» 'f0i»»/i^^«i 
fangim dayiih^ite. «.flitnM^afe:fi«neiid|4l»»fiQ| 
aslsairit. 'ItbadfiaomihescetbeaiifdiHWiCie 

pnBteBt]siff.a']iiagaiftQ«Bt ssaembbgr o£ dtaiNif 

of whieoi^tgiiktariiig'Uir dio/«ia'« joairs^T^hfaitf 
"vithi ineonceivdble 8plendoimi-4-I lAnnkfjoom 
Eansp^iikis^ fofthia lasb glii)a|)$e o£ Jet^salftei 
said'filiaib, vkkh«Qe.]asdgbt'akttQat.tiito&« 
idiMMi of idifi HfiftTenly City to wbkhtlibaMe 
iBtAj alluded, and I cany it- along idth-m* ^ 
a hopeftd omen. There »s acnnel^ng^ iirfoedtf 
so tragic and melamrhely in Jerosilem^tii^ 
nov 18, thatit ia deUghtfiil when til^anyjaepefik 
she can jussiKoie the charaeter oftisegftl beaii[t|riir 
I mair inen|ioDi eaid I, ^rnmiSe^jdbehHsdbiiisii 
that £Ktfn ihe samehetglut from whkh w«rjbiuco 
aor'stHlqng a viewof JertiAitem,ive}unMrB«Qii^ 
anciently isalled Gii^eah- of 8au}^ wi^bm.)titoi 
eatbe righif handi and ^the^Bltin; of iJcviqImI 
dndftheMvuitlainsof Gileadoiiliieleft^ tOno 
roi]te4)owlead8aistl»:oagh:a naked and tloeky* 
oouniTy ;taad| pasaingfthnongfa Beee, jwhen^Jnonr 
will find the remains of one of %he JBtnprMa 
Hekna^s M. chuvches in honour of dierUess^ 
VirgiD> we reachr, in a vety Barraw mdllelir hN 
tween two high rocky hills, the ruins tA^sf^^A 

^— Ni — — — '■ ■ ^ * t. .,i — ^»fit — ^tM — 

.. • Caarke. t'AItantott- > ' 1 
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kge and of a moiuuteiy. TImb is sv^poAed to 
be the Bite of Jaeob'8 Bethel^-*- and it was m* 
posing here on his stony coocbthait be saw 
the Vision of the Ladder whose top reached to 
heavon^ on which the angels of Qod were seen 
m&Bodimg and descending.— This, too, said 
Philo; is one of those passages of Scripture 
which cany in themselves the evidence of ^eir 
inspiration, especially seeing this ancient vision 
corresponds so clearly as it does with the dha^ 
racter of the Christian dispensation. It is the 
ladder set up on the earA, with thetc^ reaching 
into heaven, by which alone Divine messages 
are con v^ed to men. The facts of thd history 
of Jesus Christ are the steps of the ladder ; and 
it is by keeping before us his birdi, and We, 
and oBath, and resurrection, and ascension, 
that the only st^s are presented by which 
frail and impure beings mav hope to be ad* 
nfitted to the holiness of such high oommuni-. 
oaiddns. We cannot then, as plmosophers too 
olten attempt to do, rise at once to the top of the 
ladder without reverently tracing the steps; 
bar when we have made these habituid to our 
contemplation, we are then in a frame of mind 
to "vHiieh die Divine nature itself can foe re- 
vealed, and upon which it may even be im«; 
pressed,— and we may then have the deep feel« 
§mg of the Patriarch,— «<' This is none other 
but ^le house of Chid, and this is the gate of 
heafven/' 

But we now enter, said I, upon a green 
delicious valley, having a iine stream flowing 

t2 
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adi^^ said Bhilo, to be |)^ af Iab3l?^arefl«f 
(fmind given hyJa$ssh la hiaraoDrJosefdi/t- 
and if it is ao verdant and d^Ugbt&daa.j^oar 
ikacMtieii would mdnoate^ih may weH be 
looked npQii as aatandiog token of tibfr undiBt 
aiiBCtion o£ that good fMitmarieh ta tfae beaa.<^ 
sons.— -But th«i»> aaid I, at the-^Btber ctid^^ 
dus rich rallcy, and just wbeee.i*:BSC«a«s 
into a mucb inai« confo^d oney stands Jacob's 
WeU^— -4nd &rtber «m stiU, dosingiin tbe nar- 
rov vaU^» rise tbe kifcy sumnuta of Geri- 
aim and JBfaal^ at tbe feot o£ which Naldoaa is 
bulk. The well is covered by an nLd stone 
Tattlt> with a holie at the tap, tfaraugb which, 
if you aralet down, yon will come to a broad 
flat stone, wbiah, when 2icni0(ved^ •oiaccHMrs l^e 
moudi of the wdil itsed^ It ia dug ift« firm 
rock> and contains :about three |mla in dia- 
meter, and tbirly-*five in depth, hve of whidi, 
when I esaauned, I found f idl o£ water.* { This 
con^tor a- story commonly told to tnxoQcrs 
who do not take the pains to examine &r tboDs- 
selvai^ that it is dry idl the yaar round exoe|>t 
on ^e annirersary of that day on wbiek cmr 
Saviour aat heoe m ooKversatian with tbod.mo^ 
man of Samaria. - r t 

1 am gbui you confuted the ailly legend, 
said Philo» and I shall therefore be: sa^afed 
wil^ lixdong At its exterior, ttaOMiating} «aaiit 
seems, the narrow part of the valley. SoitUB^ 
' ■■■■■ ' L . I ■ • , . i — « — : .....J — >fi ■ / ■ iitr. 'fi.'i — 
* '3IaiuidivU; . • : •! 
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tfaen^ WM the spot of that sublime and memo- 
rable eonversatioii, ui which the gkraaddedaara- 
tkm was at last made^ tbatthe true irar shippers, 
without attaching^ a local sanetity to peculiar 
pojrtians of earth's sui4ace^ ahoula in 90 kmg 
tnne w^arship the great Creator of heaven and 
eavthi the Father of dl being, in spirit and in 
trudv. And this, Gleanthes^ ^a is the giorioiis 
eonsimunation of the Christian system^-^his 
which is the highest aspiration> too, of philoso* 
phv^and in which philosophy mingHf^es merely 
Dylookingfortheperfectionofthis manifestation 
thsoogh any other medium than thatdn which 
it was at first revealed««— to a feeble and &Uen 
taoe. £very thing in natare,— -all the splendid 
discoiEeries &( science,-<-all the improvements 
in intelligence or morality^— -add^ indeed, to 
tba Soblime c<mclusion, that the worship of a 
pore unirersal Spirit is not confined to place, 
or Country, or ceremony, or formal creed; but 
is equaliy open to the true and spiritual wor- 
akipper, in every porticm of the Divine domi- 
niciis, and in the interior shrine merely o£ the 
lieart and affections. But simple as tins truth 
seems to us now, was it intelligible to the Jew, 
the Samaritan, or the Gentile, till the mighty 
facts, in the history of Him who here uttered 
ity brought it home to the feelings and under- 
atimdings of all ?*^till He died, that all alike 
mights me to whatever lowers and debases their 
nflture,— and rose and ascended into a ne^ and 
spiritual existence, that all m]ghtali]Le,iiiwhat* 
ever part of earth waa their dwelling, rise into 
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newness of lifb, and into thd high feelhig diat 
they were the chfldren of one glorious and 
reconciled Father^ to whom they should yet 
ascend^ and with whom they should hereafter 
be permitted even for ever to dwell ? It "was 
a part of the old prejudice not yet quite done 
away^ which sent the Crusaders with silch an-^ 
xiety to recover the particular spot of grocrnd 
on which these great transactions were accom- 
plished ; and may it not be something of the 
same feeling which still carries our thoughts or 
steps to the same soil, as if prolific of a peculiar 
sanctity P Yet it will be a blessed consequence 
of our pilgrimage with Pamphilus to the sacred 
places of Palestine^ if we hence attain a deeper 
persuasion of this grand and final discovery^ 
and fix it more firmly^ by connecting it in our 
thoughts with the glowmg impression of the 
scene where we are now about to leave him. 

There is nothing, indeed, said I, in the Hbly 
Land, which imparts a finer glow to the soul 
than the view of Nablous. As the travellcff 
descends towards it, it appears luxuriantly 
embosomed in the most delightftil and fragrant 
bowers, half concealed by rich gardens and by 
stately trees collected into groves, all around 
the bold and beautiful valley m which it stands. 
Trade, too, seems to flourish among its inha- 
bitants ; the manufactures of the town supply 
a very widely-extended neighbourhood, aiitf 
they are carried to a great distance upon cameb. 

T you approach the city, you may meetcara- 
•j commg perhaps from Grrand Cairo, or re- 
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ga458.r**-It ,i« a.3cene w^U acbpte4 tbejtv 9^<X 
]^hjlQ,tQ leavjB ^ideep imi^^sion uppnthemindj 
c\f ^he difiiMive bomty. and muninconpe of the 
^yine administratis. Nor dp the ^ecoUec-i 
tiw^ with Y^hich ^bi9 district teemsJoiss awaken 
Q\\X int^edt in humi^a nature and its concerns* 
The sacred story of events transacted in the 
fields Qf Sichem is interwoven >i^itb all our 
earliest and most gentle asaociations.-r-!rhey: 
inay he still heightened^ said I, by an actual 
inspection pf the scene^ and of the living, obr 
jj^^ta ground it» of a Und not very dissimilar. 
frfiin liiQse which ao sei^e upon gur fancies in its 
mp9t anQienjb history, — here, perhaps, along the 
valley/ a wmp^ny of Ishmaelites coming from 
Gilead, #s in the days of Hewben and Judaby 
w,}$h ^eir camels li^aring spicery, balm» and 
xnyrHh — tbcjre, uppn the. hills, flocks and herds 
fi^e/ding as of old, withput any thing in the;»]4u* 
pl^ garb of the present shepherds of Samariar 
tM qg^tf Adiot the notions w.e may entertain of 
the. appearance fprmerly exhibited by the pa^ 
trii^Qn8*rH-Well then, said Pliilo, where, than 
a^n^ng scenes so soodiing in themselves^ and 
ly^plct^ with so n)any delightful associations^ 
npfc qnly with the pastor^ manners of the early 
wo^rld^ ont with those hpurs pf childhood and 
oif { domestic training, in which we were Qjrst 
nsade acquainted with these beautiful repre- 
s^njl^ations and afecting incidents^, can we bet-» 

» . • Clarke. t Ibid. 
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ter fix' upon our toultf dM tendlw nod ^pAhn 
ttve nim of bunumky whidi must stiU cc^fHS* 
qiond in ito iiHensity with our belief of the 
Qni venality and impartial compaorion of the 
Divine government and nature ? For they tec^ 
dueflyy let us ever remember^ the practidd ref« 
suits of tins great crowning truth diat we af^ 
concerned w]th)*«-and these^ too, no less than 
itself, can only be de^y imbibed from medi* 
tation on the facts and character of the Gospel; 
How far is human nature yet beneath the 
level of the pure principleB of belief and ef 
action whidi were once delivered in this litlld 
field of Judaea! Look at that region itself i 
What perversions of opinion, and what cdi*^ 
ruption of character in its present idiiabi^ 
tants»*^the domineering Turk, the plunderi 
ing Arab, the bigoted Jew, the superslit^dik 
Christian! But alas! Cleamliea, how ftrfs 
the face of society among ourselves ^wm the 
true picture which ought to be realhic^ by 
those who know that God is an omnipresent 
and alUpervading Spirit, and that no one tiiUi 
worship him aright who doe6 not worriiip hiid 
in the spirit of the mind,and in the truth of <^M 
duct/— and who are taught, as we deem, IM 
from error or superstition, and with att* A«g 
advantages of an improving and enlight^^ 
age, to sefek, as the ultimate aim of oat YMitirtlr, 
for no lower a boon than '* glory, and. hbfiMf, 
and immortali^ !" Look at the ^ttBkst'fUk 
world, as it now meets our eyes, both in ittf |^n« 
vate and pidilic aspects. How do itslidnouM 
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and: ^ j4eiwi|y«8> cbttd Umm. elevwled' niflu 
fir^uqa tb^ ^if9¥ <itf Ibe grra* .and the afl9nfBl^**^ 
nnd ^IaaI bow unstflttdily do they teem tp 
cbeer.or to exalt tbe hmrts cf .tbe< peoT) to 
whom tbey were iurii^iieUy prookuncd by One 
who came to them in their own atationi and 
riefuaed not to endure for theur aakes the wont 
hardships <^ the human oondidpn I Do we fmd^ 
aocordintfly^ in the <me dais, that ready sym** 
pi^tby which they ought ever to entertain fiir 
the sufferings and privationa of those who are 
of the same high nature with themselves^ and 
lifwe the like A^orious promises made to them ; 
•^-*or in the otner dass, that bumn^ and do* 
yation of spirits which a sense of their spiritual 
riches mignt be capable of producing^ to aUay 
in tibem the impiety of discontent and r^imng 
ai their earthly allotment ? And hence, what is 
the public appearance of the world around us I 
Qpw insecure the political condition of nations^ 
^^c^msequence both of the ignorimt encroach* 
}fffijaiM of the populace and the sdfish tenadly of 
mavili(ged carders !-*And when will these evils 
p^ removed, till, firmly looking to higher proa* 
pyscts in the purity of a spiritual worship^ the 
l^^gple learn to suffer patiently and devoutly 
ifgfi D^^easary restraints and inflictions attached 
Jby.Pjrovid^nce to their peculiar state of tml^^^i^ 
a^ till the powerful, the instructed, and the 
^fi^ibff feel deeply that they must aeeount for 
4isiristewardship,--and that, in the equality of 
^fpel-cbarity, the advancement of thear com* 
mon apecies in every way whichrelig^on, philano^ 
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in tfar 8Uit»^ of tlitf tiiBes, iishicii iintd to ^IN^ 
ftsttfals biPight^uilttiiuMniliflft it pKHjfinxtg^wtii. 

are'^odhf the ifcundeiustaSfAifl wMoh are idlli> 
iBMtlyto^ptaAff tnepolitictdatnioipiwre. jpMlii 
we .miny eVident r^ormi and im|H*eveiiieKitt 
4Mriafaig in the finmework.of society^ and mumf 
«*l%liteii6d and liberal sfiirits at- work fyt mt 
dftaenination of trulih and^ Uh&rty. B«l^ 1b^ 
n* mere pervading chameter of Christiaa I^SA 
anfd feeniig prevafls thronghovt levefy rttolr, 
^heae amc^oratioiis^ I fittir, will be mth^ ip^^- 
)»nt than real^-*^hey will n^t foe^ithepbvdagte 
fbrwinrd in the most graeions, or reMveddak 
the mbst grateM 8pmt> or be fek as inifit^' 
laenta principally to those higher and hekVeniy 
AspiMaons^ to whidi all impro^eneniS'miiiK. 
tiiety/^dfe^a^y cm' finally, are intended t^ilMly 
and without whichy in tnrtfa^ A^ |irodue«r)ttb 
^ttft4ty <N? eleradon of 'soiil, botoiMt^ibaite 
filths to the mere pomp and senauidl^ odei&- 
{stance. • : * ? r 

. > It ds pltash^ and-ain^alii!^' to'centamlilate 
Ibe hbpeftil appearances of tlie age jn-wfaM 
tmr Idt i« eart^; buty -wMtever wtucy be its^flft 
gt^M or •d6<^ne,-u:«t'lea8t, - my ^fifiMda^ eMl^ 
inied^ Pli^o, rJMng to Mmethhtg ^ ^tbe^M^l^ 
t/atyoBwenms^red monitor^->«Hrt'']iiBit^''letnil 
l»indoar9e.lver iindera-aol^nm engagenf^t l» 
make it^ o«n«l«dt f^tur&ilttdAnioiifWaclik 
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•«tlite«neiiKi of pwfaftwHig^ asto God« and 
aMtmcrriy to oiine}T0«> the mighty offieet iiih 
cvnbtnt iipoQ 113 in our ccMncsion with oar f«l. 
lov^men. Vou>€lleMithet,y]rfttODSfl8ycHtare» 
«idiu»I toowyaueuneslly wishlobe^ yet will 
Odycr perfonn than thoroagUy and completdy 
till yott difTuM over your InuQitti philiMopAiy 
tbenspreMonof a hdier and more ettaairive 
adiOQl ^-<|or jron^ Pampbiln^ till you become 
aa entire conyert to its spiritual pmeetion ;-^ 
nor mytelf, till I learn to act and practise its 
precepts in their wide and truly divine spirit^ 
and rael this to be of infinitely more value 
iban to be able to reason or declaim about them. 
Yes 1 the Gospel^ in the most extensive sense 
of the word, — ^as the grand source of all that 
can make the individual or society virtuous 
«r himpy,— 4nustnow be brought, much more 
ateaduy and conscientiously, — ^free from every 
narrowness or bigotry, either of faith or of j^i- 
loMihy,— into the daily training of human af- 
fections, both towards Qod and towards man, 
«v all our other boasted improvements, public 
or private, will either be defective, or will ut- 
terly fail. 

Here, then, while we advance to the Moun- 
tains of Blessing and of Cursing, toGerizim and 
Ebal, that close in the vallev upon which we 
are enterinff, let us be sensible tnat we are the 
objects of uie one or of the other, as we con- 
tinue our journey through life, in the true qririt 
of Christian pilgrims,— -or as we again forget 
aU the aspirations of diat holy service. 
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249 tOifR (^ TBS ROLT LAtflf. 

When I bear d these wotds^ toy Hefmippus; 
I ahnoBt thought thiit those $aer^ and arwfbl 
moimtains were onee more aetixally helbt^ ttdne 
eyes, and that I was a pictty to the solemii ad- 
jurations whieh were tMiiAt <yf oldfrotti the^ 
mnlimlts^— -«nd it wasiomise thsie before I qtAtt 
veeovi^ed tnft recolleetion that Giemkhas, iii^y- 
aelf^ and Phtlo^ were seated by the Hbrarr-ta^U 
of the ]atter> ai^d that the map mutely of l^ales^ 
Hue was lyii^ open befbre tiii. 
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APPENDIX- 



EXTRACTS FllOM THE MS. JOURNAL OF A 
GEKTLEMAN WHO TRAVELLED IN SYRIA 
IN THE SPRING OF THE YEAR 182»» 



JAFFA. 



Feb.26^ 1828— The English consul was in a strict quaran. 
tine, it was some time before he would admit us, and he 
parleyed from if window, until induced to let us in. He 
then took a letter I brought to him, with a pair of tonjgs, 
returned it to me to open, and begged me to read it for him, 
which I did. • • • we found that we could not get off 
to-night ; and, as the plague is raging furiously at Ramla, it 
was determined we should leave that place unvisited, and 
)push on for the convent of St John, near Jerusalem, at 
once. Arrangements being put in train for our mules, &e. 
we set out to see the neighbourhood of ^ the town. Jaffa 
stands on a low but rather steep hill, which it quite covers, 
ftnd presents a very remarkable appearance, with the stone* 
Works and cupola-roofs of the houses rising over each other, 
fiom the sea to the top of the hilL • • • On issuing 
into the country the difference between this and Egypt was 
ftiost striking. Here the view is made up of green nillocks, 
and enclosures here and there, and gardens in the hollows. 
iPalms are common, but intermixed with other trees : the 
pricklv pear (of great size) is the commonest hedge. We 
Jaw the place where the Turks were massacred by Bona- 
j^arte. The . told the story correctly, and without 

the least disapprobation, rather praising the French, and 
calling the Turks " Canaglia." From this height, now 
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d40 AWttMOTK. 

oOM the M mint of Mtifeds, v^ lovke^ n>aiiid*Md|Wfceivdl 
the Mene of the (sombat between Aiehaid tad SaMin, and 
of Richard*^ nmiaDtic defiaibee of the Saracen amMF. We 
next walked bf a miry road, between hedges, to thegoi^ 
den of Signiot Damiani, the £nglle|i consul. Mid by Mr 
Hyde to be the most )»«odlietive in Syria. • The guide, tho 
English consul's nephew, said itproauced2S,000 piasters a 
year, and only paid 8 piasters to government. It Is an or* 
chard filled witn almonds, peacheft, apricots, oranges, le« 
mens, ftc. mixed wldi mulberries, sycamoies, and other 
trees 1 like every thing about this place, it sives a woiide»^ 

ful idea of the fertility of Syria. £ven Mr , who has 

been in the best parts of Italy, was eoastantlr saying ho liad 
never seen any thin^ like it; yet the 8and4iiUs were in stoht 
to the north, and still more to the south, where, on lookfiu>^ 
ftom the ship, there seemed almost a sandy desert extenf' 
ing by Eknm and Ashdod, towards Asealon and GNua. ^ 

JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM. 

Feb. 26. — We set out on four hired horses, with ftnir mtiltf^ 
for our servants, and five for our luggage, accompanied by 4 
Janissary of the governor's. • * • We rodeonov^ra 
sandy road, between hedges and rich gardens,^ withexocash* 
heat, until, after pasring a shady row of sycamores, wehahei' 
in a garden, where we are now waiting for two of our ttMalai 
whirii had not arrived when we came away. I must not fbl^ 
get to notice the wintry appearance of parts of these ^rdoni' 
where the apricots, &c are out of leaf, while theoranacs, le» 
mons, &c* m other parts are covered with leaves, and loadtd 
with fruit. We are now under a very shady sweet litne-tMe.* 
* * * On quitting the gardens a country quite diiftr^ 
ent from any we had ever seen was opened to us. Smootti 
green swdls, succeeding eadi other with little variety bur 
9ie greater or less degree in which they approached to a plaliil 
The view, from a distance, was very pleasins ; and neanv, 
the green was diversified in the most delightM manner Iry 
the numbers of beautiful flowers intermixed with the gvaas t 
The most common vras a vellow flower, like a dandeUoM 
or small marigold, but in clusters ; as common, btit lea^ 
conspicuous, was a low Ulac flower ; to these were added a 
profusion or red anemones, sometimes scattered in small 
numbers, and sometimes making whole banks glow willf 
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limr.iiM' RBfttlftfe TbMn «!• oiber fkmen lUio, p»<|i4ti- 
kriyii iMHeoM^f tlMlOvkwdf wd i»w««iU«v«»i]g«r.l 
tarn nmay ptttfUeand white MemoneB^ beudM led 0«ea» 
TIm9« flowers and the Tirid gmn ate tuficiBit to make the- 
utdiiUtiooii of this plain beautifiil, butthere j« no other yt^ 
liety. A iev woods of oUve*treet near ▼illagea axe theonlf 
trees. We «a w hut one palm all day* and no more gar^ns. 
At.fint there was one tttaking contrast occasioned by the bare 
yellow, sand .hills of the Sotuhern Desert^ nsixinf with the 
irerdure already described. After some time, mountains 
caqle insiirht, rather hitfh, net particularly pictureniiQCL but 
^u{hly interestinf^from the recollections connected with tnemt 
They were the mountains of J udaea ( these were seen to most 
advantage ftora the top of the minaret near Ramla, so cele» 
brated by Volney for iu view.^ It has been the steeple of 
a* «ncient Christian church, and has still quite a European 
appeaiMce, as have the handsome cloisters that sunround a 
court a^oining to it on the side. Besides tlie green plains 
and the mountains, the principal features of the view are the 
numerous olive-droves round Ramla. The town itself is a 
handsome one, with white walk and cupolas to all the houses. 
it has ibur gquare minareu i and the numenms bwrying« 
groondSf full of white marble tomb-stones, round the town, 
we ptoeft of its antiquity, as well as its extent. Hamla i4 
asw in the worst state in respect to the plague. A pass^ 
4Bgn.told us that U had died this mominc. We kept at a 
4MtaiQce.ivomitandproceededonottrway« While we passed 
alung^ during this oay^ we observed ploughing in progress^; 
tlmtgh seme fiekls were full of young wMt or barley, and 
aortie of lupinaand beans, both in flower. * • * We saw, 
I line patriarchal faces, and many more l6ng beaids 



tlMin in Bgypt. * * * At length we got into the her* 
li^ road or which we had heard so much. We afterward»' 
e«iBDed4 nanowand winding valley, or rather defile, in whidi 
we saw,, by the moonlight, white rocks and green bushes* 
Thia went on with a continued ascent for three hours, when 
these was as bad a soad without an ascenu I was first 
aMused with meditatine on the scene, and fancying aimiea 
of PhiUsdnes and IsnuSites winding up the defile « but I at 
last got thred, and began to long heartily tior Aboo Ooosh. 

: Feb* 27*-~We were at first struck with the peculiar 
sMoery aNut Aboo Goosh, which is built on the side of > 
hiiHUid suffoundsd by steep hiiis euHivated by stages to the 
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ofAfl|iHliiiuiiiber«f<^4te.««ee8rfMMivAbo«'0«osli; tTHMKr 
tveets plMitdl iiMroirs, but not tookiag forfnai^ «M^ the otff 
oMfl m' this eomtlrf y m &r as We: ba^ bMh. - ti|oo»' After 
iMrvinjr Aboe GoMh, theh^sassumeaisfattacterdf stadttiyi 
ekSMcUBg aa V thing I ever saw htfyt%^^^*efea haM, howsttBH' 
thw6 irere siitl «<mie anemones^ and what, to us^ was^ si^ 
more i^easing, ^aisiss. After joameykigr ovef thei^ihMt' 
desolate ttountainslbr some time, ive dessiied ^muiuikBmp± 
not, as I expected, on a lover levels wfththe country vouaAk; 



disdosed no mi^^ificcfice irhateyer ; newiy w r ef p o ii od «4ai» 
and battlements, with softie houses over Chom^ Were alP«« 
saw. fiejond the town we saw the Moant^f .OltTes^ mhMtt 
awakened oar interest, and we soon began speeulating^«biitt4f 
the sites of Calvary, Tonfaa, and Sioa, and figtJnltfgsoiM^ 
selves the seenes for whidi each was rsmaitkablei> - ' • ' 



JERUaALILM. 

* When we had passed the gate, the high massy 'WdiUm aa0 
battlemenu recalled the daysof GodllMyv 0?ha eharaMsir^ 
the town was very peculiar, •^•-naixow paved streets, with 
dean-looking dead walls, with few and small windo.^s placed 
high, 8^1 ^wer doors, and no shops ;' haidlj^ stay vaasen* 
gers. This was the sort of way through which we passed 
to the convent. We passed under arches to the dtfor^ aid 
were soon let in. A little oonsidemtlen ensned %eio|a ^ 
were fiilly admitted ; but, on our declaring we ha^ tuk' 
at Hamla, we were taken to the Pil^m^s Room; ^ " 
in full 'possessioiik This large and Venerable^ 
with pictures, ancient <^ins and other fit aece 
for the dark brown habits and long beards of iu 
strilck me with much respect, and reeaHed ideas of<ct2l 
dent orders and ibstitutiixis, of which this city was tM MMS^ 

• ^ • There is something as joecaliar in th^iMMbeH 
of the monks as in tlieir l^bit. The pdndniA^ onel^'4MS^ 
dally, with the manners of the world, have still en'tsStitoMl 
as'of piety and vesiensdon quite their own? WheA't&ef 
(Alk of waM and polities^ they shrug op^ttieiroSbooMM' 
and cenclade bya ptsayet. ftr poaee^ &c»|' 4tttb>4bdpl^ 
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talit^ «im1 Mtention to ha ojmoi b* larpaMadt-^— *W« 
went to the H^Iy Hqpulchte,^! shdl not, of ootne, fro 
ioeo thd cktoilsof the aights there. The great eharcb tt 
oCa dicttlar fonn, with ^merieii round, very lofty and im-i 
posing. The obapel in the centre, in which the tomb ia« 
ooeii not dittoire it as. might be expected. There are other 
chiircbea and chapela aimeKed, Latin. Oieek, Armeniao, 
and Syriani mostly rich, and well worth teeing. The im^ 
inteflHoa made on me by the holy places was greater than 
nught be expecied, as most tiaveUcm allude chiefly to their 
difgust at the mummery they witnessed. We saw littk 
mummery, were not teased by attempts to draw attention, 
and were allowed to lake eyery thing agood deal in our own 
vi^. There is something in being on toe spot where a great 
aettoo haa been nerformed that gires more livdy imptea- 
sioBs of reality ttiaa can be ma& elsewhere t and when I 
atood on the spot fixed on tot the Crucifixion, the whole 
soeae seemed before my eyes. The recollection of tbe Ulus^ 
trious pilgrims who have visited the sepulchre in all ages ; 
the old parts of the building, of the time of Helena ; and 
the remains of the tombs of Godfrey and Bald win,— excited, 
too, a deep interest ; bat the jealousv and hatred of the dif* 
ftrent sects who share in the Sepulchre, I am sorry to say, 
too mariced for concealment, harmonize but ill with tbe 
calm and solenin character of such meditations. 



HOLV PLAGES NEAR JERUSALEM. 

Feb. 28.— .We went out at the Sion Oate, and passed 
alone under the walls the whole length of the indosuie of 
^ Mos^ue of Omar, a handsome octagon building, the 
walls adorned with painted tiles, and the cupola of wood, 
which was formerly the indosure of the Temple. The 
lower part is composed of very large cut stones« which, in 
some places^ may nave belonged to the old wall, — but, in 
others^ are evidently taken from some great buildioff, per- 
haps the Temple. • • • We passed by the nlace of 
St Stephen's martvrdom down into the Valley or Jeho- 
shaphat. This valley, independently of associations, is 
higi)ly picturesque, it is aeep and narrow, — the lower 
put is green wiifa scattered olives. The slope up towardii 
the eitjF ia also smooth and ffraen, and crowned by the towers 
aad battlements. Tlie side <^f the Mount of Olives is 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tombs, and tveen* 1^ tuq^fc strikiog of the toraVs ace tfaoae 
saidtobeloDg.to Absalom, J«boi»haphat, and Zecba^iah, 
wluch are conspicuous for their size and unusual fon^s^ 
When wfi reached the botton^ we went to the ^omb of die 
Virgin, a ^fine subtenaneous chapel* The descent is by a 
erand tiight of steps, and there are various altars and shrines 
bi^neath : from its /lituation it must be cut out of the rock^ 
but all we see is built of large stones. There is a plac^ 
reserv^ for the Mussulmans to pray, which at the Virgin*& 
Tomb one would not expect to be much in request. « * • 
On ascending the Mount of Olives, which we did towards 
the south, we had a splendid view of Jerusalem. The chieC 
ornaments are the two domes of the Holy Sffpulchre,.me 
Mosque of Omar, and another large mosque wUh a smaller 
dome ; but the white houses make % good shop, and the 
walls look picturesque. On lookmg at Jerusalem &om 
thif place, tne great features seerned tp ipe to agree .entirely 
wjth the established maps, and J)r Clarke's theory appeal^ 
qaipe untenable; the only difficulty Is, that there is no valley 
thOii runs up ^U the way^ so as to divide. entirely Mount 
Sipnirom Mount Moriah. A ravine does run f»r epQHgh 
to cut off the temple, but no more. The extent of im» 
difficfilty must depend en the description left, h» of t)^ 
Tyropaeum.and Millo., Was there.a .de^p y^Qevr.such «^ 
time and change might not have obliterated ? The people 
of the convent give the name of the Mount of Offence to a 
low hiU on th/e south of the Mount of Olives ; but Clarke 
seems to think that the real Mount of Offence is that divided 
by Jc^innom from Sion, and called by our guide. Jfonte de 
Mai Consiglio. Higher up the hill w^ had an indistinct 
view, throiigh fog. of the. Dead Sea and the lofw mouni^aijQs 
beyond it; but tney were seen to most periectio^x'fi^m 
ihe top of the convent, where also is a very good view of the 
town. We visited the Mohammedan chapel over the place 
of the Ascension, and saw the aU^^ print of Christ's foou 
• • • \^Q Qgj^^ ^^Qj. ^ ^g place called Viri Cralilaei, 
and, after looking in vain for Dr darkens Pagan remains, 

descended tpwaras the cave of the prophets. S saw a 

place which he describes as a wdl, with a space under it, 
shaped like a cone or rather like a decanter. I fancy it w as 
like some others I afterwards saw to the west and north of 
the town, which, like those mentioned by MrxHyde at Viri 
Gdlilaei, were plainly cisterns 4 such also, J.dpubtnqt, ^as 
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APiFiiimn& 351- 

4iheetcArMiimdwfAt<m by Dt Cl«r&e as V^s^AtknitAm* 
• * * Wie ssw the w^ where Nehetiiiidi found the fiye 
of the 8lt«r, and then went up the VaHey of Hknioni,.^iint 
t6 the' tomb caHed the Crypt of the Apostlfg, close to tfi« 
Aceldama, or Fidd 6f Blood. * * * We Miw many 
other mttos; one had n»r Aymi X<*», as had another 
mneh farther np. Near this last was tiiat whkh Clarke 
maintained to be the fioly Sepulchre. We saw one whidi 
would do very well for it ; but so would many others. This 
one was a cave, with a plaee for a body cut out hi the bad: 
part of it« but raised Tike a stone trough not sunk in the 
floor. There is, of couUm, not a shadow of reason fbr think- 
ing Clarke's care is the real one, and very little that I can 
see ibr doubting diat the nominal Holy Sepulchre is so in 
fVict ; or rather, that it is an the Mfe of the real otae, which 
must have been destroyed when Hadrian erected his temple 
to Venus on the spot. • • • From these cares we 
went br the Pool of Bathsheba to the gate by which we ilrtt: 
"(Entered, (the Bethlehem gate), and so along the west face of 
the town to the tombs of Uie judees and kings, which Ue 
north-west or north of the town. I observed large fbunda- 
tions of ancieint walls, and heaps of rubbish, west of the 
fnodem town, where Clarke seems to assume that there was 
Anciently no part of the town, \rhere, and on the north of 
the tOT^n, I alsci observed wells opening into large covered 
reservoirs for water. We entered only one of the tombs of the 
judges, the rest being insicrnificant. That one was large, 
with a pediment whidi had dentiles and other GFreek orna- 
ttents. Inside there were at least three chambers surrounded 
'by receptacles for bodies. • • • The tombs of the judges 
are the farthest ftom the city. In returning we went to ttib 
tOttibs of the kings, which, like the rest, are cut out of the 
totk. and like all the rest have Grecian ornaments. There is 
ohe large cave ; the ftont hats a handsome entablature, the 
tipper part ornamented with alternate circular garlandiT, 
bunches of ^apes, and an ornament of Acanthus leaves^ 
the lower with a rich band of leaves, disposed with much 
elegance. • • • 

BETHLEHEM. 

' Feb. 2ir.— Set out for Bethlehem. We went out by the 
gate by which we first entered, and passed by the upper par^ 
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^^VamjtiTafkm. itiK«deivi«OTiM« 
moaht rodcf m ibe aid* «tee Uw ^tM/wtf; 
on both» mmI. sMiMTt wdl t» o«r frevMiit mufafa ^«fM 
Ifloomr dbMiictcr. • • • Wc pMKd oter te Mmm 
•fOmce^orofMalCMMiflUfv Among mberpiMillitfitf 
this cvmot have.teoD Hmq to tbf i^thattiia smMbiMcrIt 
eMjr of aco«M« M indeed it (be wwi, snd-caa iiftwr> kawi 
furnUhed » siuxation in • pl»c0 «f aaawih. Tks viev 
from Ukis bUl is very fiiiey--4be citv with the Holy 8Ml- 
dure and the Mosque of QiMr, the Valley of JeheehafftMv 
the Moimt o( Olives, and maof other intenietiiif p h ew, ew 
plaioly seen. The King's Dale ought, b/ the mtp, .to be 
Immediately to the south of this bill, and tbaie iaa-vidley t» 
the south-east which probably is the places On Im^lugHbf 
Mount of Mai CeosigUo, we ciossed every baneD coviNiy 
where there were several Mussulman buildings* ' Vw&m 
the heighto a little fiurther on we saw the. Oesd 8e«Tafy 
plain, and tlie mountains beyond iu It seemed about It «ff 
20 miles off. The height of the mountains, and tho naiwf 
deep bed of the Sea, make it always an interesting obj^Mt 
.We soon reached the Greel^ convent of Mar fiUae, aadt tMM>, 
without dismounting, the stone bed of £lijah, wbieb wai 4 
supposed impression of his body in the rock. We aaw 
Rama on the right of the roi^d, (now JBooCishuUa) ; It iail 
present infected with the plague, and. we mig^t qnat» wMi 
Clarke, ** In Kama is a voice heaidi vwuniing and gmn 
lamentation,** &€. This is the thiid Rama we havaiiiis 
-.that now called Riimla,— this,«..«od that which wuikb 
bury ing-place of SamueL This last was in sight, on a k|gb 
hm, at the Stance of a few myes, both yesfirday siid4i&> 
day. Saw Rachel's Tomb. .It is buUt in the sM «r a 
very higb ffSLve. six or eight feet high, and ooveMd Mm 
Mohamm^aa dome. Bethlehem soon attcr came k^ ^^l/^ 
— a^fine villain surrounded withgaidens of fig<4nnsiMt 
olives ; there is a d^ep valley below, and h»lf* a ta y 40<M|^ 
on the t6p of a hiU, is a green plam, the only one w*mb 
seen in Judaea,^ could fancy Boaz's field i9tmdb$ pim 
of it. ' Tbe convent is a very remarkabk birild^ngyi mti 
wel^ worth seeing. Without, It is a peribet f ail wiw^ wiJi 
heavy buttresses and small grated windows ; ob «MHte 
we immediately came to amagnificaitchuNli with a ^imtm 
row of ten Cormthian pillars of marble on each Mo, if<w» 
villsninall. On the arched roof ai^tbeftmaisaofAiMc 
of the Empress Heleha's time.. One part was i very ilb. 
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XlMfHcwialtd II <i^ wMi tetnnlet, ftc. «iid o?er it 

iinm wriiasD in Oreek ciBHraeten **• Laodioea ;** we dien 
D«4^ through many long vanlted passage* until we came 
UiiMV^ctedly to a parlour furnished with Diwans, like all 
W .th« part of the world ; with some pictures t and a small 
CoUoelion of religious books, chiefly Spanish. After pass- 
il^ aomeiime there, we desoended into a long series of pass- 
age act in the solid rock. We were shown the tomDs of 
S|b JeiDiMiiM), St Eusebius, and some others, including one 
9f the lonooents, 14,600 in number, until at length we 
I the stable where our Saviour was bom, thus 
ily placed in the depths of the earth. It is, of course, 
J ornamented, and has many tolerable paintings. We 
i#w aetottt for the convent o{ 8t John ; were shown, as 
llavid*s Well, a covered cistern like those near Jerusalem : 
i(9m^ ruins were pointed out as his house. We then went 
im aoieng stony hills with thin grass^here David, no 
4oiibt» used to ned his father*s sheep. The rest of the road 
vat over nMst sterile hills and the worst possible' roads. 
AUM species of trees being out of leaf, must at present 
fnffiTiir the barren appearance of the land ; but the olives, 
irlueh toe by far the moat numerous trees, arc always green. 
Xiie next conunonest are the fig-trees ; and all about the 
fipnfeOt of St John the common cultivation is that of vines, 
iWhich are allowed to run along the ground without any 
SBf9, . Anemones aie common even in these barren regions, 
Im^n^tin the profusion remarked in tlie Plain of Sharon ; 
^|»E die convent the fields were green and rich, and there 
jl^.niany almond and apricot trees in blossom, which 
xM fr lefieshing sight after so much desolaUon. There 
/wijte likewise little kitchen-gardens, chiefly of caiiliflowers, 
,Fiirii tmn numerous and excellent in all pisrts of the 
jUiimn^ The convent of St John is small compared to 
JJiithlwiem, but very neat, and has a handsome church wiCh 
amji paintings, and a highly^mamented and elegant altari 
^Mtewetopisa beautiful view down the TerebynthineVale; 
f^Mc^dmmsd with olive-trees. and divided by the bed 6t a 
Ultfniiigibliere it is said David slew (ioliftth, and the plah» 
mtm pdatied out to us. The residence of the M accabee^, oi^ 
jpktlMataAn Ur the right, looking down the vale, was also 
idtfswh ns^ Modhi, where they were buried, though near, was 
iMftiaai^t.. ^ • • We went home over a rugged coun- 

aykiid pussed the convent of the Tree of the Cross, a for- 
ed eonvent in a sequestered hollow. We passed many 

X 
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2j4 APPfiNDIX. 

women to-day, Christian and Mohammedan, all unveiled, 
and mostly very handsome, with black eyes, oval faces, re- 
gular features, and a very fine complexion, brunette, with 
red cheeks. • * * As we ajjproached the gates, which 
we did just in dme to escape bcuig shut out at sunset, we 
saw a numerous caravan of mounted pilgrims advancing 
towards the city, singing as they moved on. • • • 

SITE OF JKRUSALEM. 

March 1 ^We walked to the Tomb of David, on Sion. 

• • ♦ We looked down into Tophet, which now looked 
entitled to the name of " the Pleasant Vale of Hinnom.'* 
We coasted along the wall enclosing the mosque, and ob- 
served the valley, which runs up to the wall, or nearly so, se- 
paratlni? Sion from the Temple, On descending to the Val- 
ley of Jehoshaphat, we entored the Tomb of Jehoshaphat, 
wnich contains three or more receptacles for dead bodies. We 
then ascended the southern part of the Mount of Olives, 
which is lower than the rest, and which the people of dw 
tonvent caU ^^ Monte dello Scandalo.*^ From this I took 
a cawful examination of the localities of the city. The Val- 
ley of Jehoshaphat comes first from the north-west ; fi>om 
near the Virdn's Tomb it runs nearly north and south, in- 
clininga little to south-west, as far as the mouth of Tophet. 
From Tophet, which runs nearly east and west, the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat tum^ very much towards the east, perhaps 
as much as south-east, and, after continuing for some time 
la that direction, it turns on to the south-west, or still more 
west ; but we could only qee the beginning of the turn. Be- 
low Tophet there are only two little valleys,— that to the 
south is the most considerable, but even it is shallow, and 
does not run far into the mountain. The northern point 
of that mountain is what our guides call Mai Consfglio. 
It is Clarke's Sion ; and if it reallv be so, and the present 
Tophet the Tyropaeum, as allegea by Clarke, it appeals, 
irom what I have said, that no Tophet will remain, except 
it be one of those shallow valleys already mentioned, which, 
according to my notions formed from the published tnap^ 
iH the King's JL>ale, where Abraham met Melchizedek, and 
where Absalom erected his pillar. I am, therefore, m'ore 
clearly convinced than ever that the real Sion is that" now 
called so ; and that there is not a shadow of argument in 
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&vour of Dr Clarke's theory. His grand one, dravn from 
the insuffidency of space for the town, if his 8ion be not taken 
in, is removed by toe fact that there are extensive ruins to 
tJbe west and north-west of the present town, which must 
have formed part of the ancient one. I observed these ruins 
yesterday ; and this morning. Father Elias pointed them 
out to me from the top of the convent, and observed that 
they extended ahnost to the tombs of the kings. Clarke's 
other argument that there is no valley between Sion and the 
rest of the town, depends on the extent and importance given 
to that vaUev by ancient writers. The Temple, at least, 
is se^Mrated m>m Sion, in the dearest manner, on the south- 
em side, and we could see, fivm the Mount of Olives, a hoi- 
low between Sion and the rest of the town, which is conceal- 
ed from a spectator bdow by the town- wall, and which may 
have been deeper before the destruction of the dty, if it is 
not deep enough now to agree with the ancient descriptions. 
According to my notion, the Armenian convent stands on 
the very summit of Sion, the northern boundary of which Is 
formed by a line drawn from the north point of the present 
dtadel to the southern one of the indosure of the JVIosque 
of Omar. Having so often mentioned Clarke, I must 
say, that, although an animated and interesting writer, and 
tbougi\ not incorrect in his descriptions, he is more defident 
in judgment than any traveller I am acquainted witli, and 1 
do qot recollect an instance, dther here or in Egypt, whete he 
has attempted to speculate without falling into some very de- 
cide error. I mention this the more, a s nis enthusiasm and 
conviction of the truth of his own theories led me formerly 
to place great faith in his authority. Before leaving the 
Mount of Offence, I observed another cistern like that de- 
scribed by Clarke as Pagan remains. 1 had also observed 
several on Mount Sion this morning. I must here notice 
that the southern and lowest part of the Mount of Olives 
is here always called '•^ Monte dello Scandalo,*'or '^ Di Of- 
.fensione;'* while that south of Tophet is called ^^ Monte 
^ Mai Consiglio," from a supposition that it was there the 
.Fharisees took counsel against Jesus. We returned by St 
Stephen's Gate, and went part of the way with a procession 
. of ijantons returning from Moses' Tomb. Some nad green 
turbans, some green robes, and some high red caps, with 
blacK fur round the bottom. In the middle was a well- 
dresspd boy on a mule. A party of showy military-looking 
people were assembled in rront of the gate to meet them. 
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and both jMirtics kept firitis occaaionaUy, from the time the 
lurayellers came in sight, aU the while they were descending 
the Mount of Olives and ascending to the city. We passea 
the Pool of Bethesda, where the aneel used to trouble the 
waters. It is now dry, but deep ancTlarge. • • • 

JERICHO. 

March 2 and 3— We passed the VaUey of Jehoahaphai 
and the Mount of Olives, and, descending by a rngg^ road, 
had a very favourable view of Jerusalem. A green and 
woody valley terminated in an opening between two sum* 
mits of the Mount of Olives, and through this the city ap- 
peared to great advantage. We soon came to Bethany, 
(Azarea) where we afterwards saw the tomb of Lazarus, » 
small grotto sunk in the rock by the village- wall. The Vil- 
lage was surrounded by apricots in blossom, and llie bilk 
around, though still very stony, presented many patches of 
verdure. On the way to Bethany, the last walk of our Sa- 
viour on that road before the Ascension came strongly into 
one's mind. • • • We are all in Arab dresses, which 
I may describe, because, except in being newer, tneji are 
just the same as diose of the Bedouins. We have a pair of 
coarse cotton trowsers, not near so loose as Turkish obes, 
a shirt like a waggoner's frock, fastened rbund the middle 
with a leathern girdle ; we have large boots of yeUo# lea- 
ther, which reach one-third up the leg, and on our head 
large handkerchiefs of coarse cotton, red, with a lm)ad 
sreen border, and numbers of strings, forming a kind crft 
ninge. Tliis is put on as is often done by old womei), ihe 
comers coming down on each side ei the face, and over it is 
tied a turban m brown thick woollen threads, tied up at in- 
tervals with silL, like queen's garters. The end hangs down 
like a tassel. We wear flannds, &c. under this dress, . and 
it is very far from uncomfortable. The handketchief^ In 
particular, shades the foce very well from the sun, and the 
ends, brought round in a way which Arab custom admits 
make a tolerable neckcloth. The rest of our compatkt are 
Abdulghufoor, the Agha of Jericho, and five or six of Ub 
horse, very smart fellows, some Turks, some negro^ but 
all on smart active blood-looking little horses, some ofdbem 
with their tails squared, except for a long lock left in the 
ndddle. The agha is ra a long blue gown, with a white 
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tj^rbjui,^ well armed, and malces ti a 
horse is in sbmedimg of the saline an , ^ 
common brown jacket, and blue panta! , - j- 

turbans, and verylong bamboo spei^s-witlx black tuftsat tfie 
head. Thecountry, for the first half of the way, was bai;- 
ren, but not wild. There were round sloping stony hills, 
green in the hollows, no rocks or precipices, — on these we 
saw some good-looking sbfqp, with thetatdoomba tail, and 
good fleeces. About naif way we ascended a pass with a 
oe^p and steep-sided ravine on pur left, and ffom this place 
t^e country altered its character, becoming a succession of 
steep hiOs and deep ravines, as &r as the Plain of the Jor- 
^!an. At the top of the pass were Afobammedan or mid- 
dle-age ruins, seemingly a fort, wltii verv large subterr^- 
nbouH cisterns or granaries It is called £1 Aloat, (the 
castle), and also Hal oo Khatoon. Not long after a couple 
of Bedouins were descried watching us from behind the 
ri4ge, on pn^ side of the valley, and the agha. with most of 
his^orse, imimediately galloped UP towards them, the road 
beinig; notorious for robberies. Xney were wild fellows in 
slieep-skins, the wool inside, the other side rubbed witli 
o^ft ; they had no bad intentions, and soon after passing 
the^n we came to a narrow ravine, with high steep perpen- 
4iciflar sides of white rock, very wQd and romantic. The 



i^U^ .others still more white and bare to the left, we came to 
dnfiyi^t from whence we saw the Dead Sea and the Plain 
(£1^ t^e Jordan. There was a ha^^e through which tlie dark 
^iLJf watjer and the dim hills beyond looked melancholy aud 
^%rn» The Jordan was marked by a green U^ in ihs 
iiu4>st of a white or ^ay plain^ six or eight n^les o;:oad ^~ 
rpnd were other high mountains, (those '' over against 
*'^hp,*' from which Moses saw " all the S^nd of G^lcad 
X)an, and all Ephraim an4 M^nassefa even unto the 
*^' The rlain of Moab, where he numb^ed the peo))le 
''^^rdan, was immediately in our front^-— and the sopneqf 
\^9,» first exploit w^s even nefirer at hand. Wp had 
i»ed in our journey the defiles whe^e the wpuntkd tran 
J|f r was relieved by the good Samaritan. As we wound 
%e face of the mountains, now become bold a^d rocky. 
^Jte anq red Arab dresses, and the white, tvirb^jus ana, 
Bjpfjf' 'saddle-cloths of the Tur^s, ha^^ g vgry pipturt^fittc 
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' iefi^mwlole the tkv dP tha Aspiiildtid lAkOfke^ 

•liitirest of tfa0 teene. Our Turkish oott{>aaloil& InA thnr 
amitoffondencttdiiig the Bass, I snppose to tm>tiK duose 
of Jericho of Adr approadL. Tbeso barten hills sod like 
cqnsliy barren oounti^ at their base, still bore a great mas'- 
bar of wild Coweta; anemooes, a sort of wila mancold, 
mouDtain^daiflles, and odlsr flowers. The low purpto or 
lilac flower meotioDed ilk Sharon was so eommoa in the 

'early part of the march as quite to paint whde fields. ^ 
* * When we ffot on the plain the affha*8 men b^ad lo 
skirmish, which &j did very well, showloe moch nsaaag^ 
ment of meir horses^ as well as fine seats. Presently a pasty 
was seen approachmff from the village, when ours fomifla 
line, the agna and all canjing their firelocks ready, with 
the ontt resting on tbeif thighs ; two cantered on aa if to 
Koonnoitre, and presently, after some further manoenvfta, 
all bevan a sham nght, finng and lounging loucd and «oan<L 
biancushiBff their unces. • • • Jencho is a Wfetchea 
village of iO or 60 houses, built of large stones as il £tom 
ruins, and roofed with terraces of brushwood and loose esvtb* 

' It is enclosed with a thorn hedge. The agiia waa xecciTcd 
in form by the whole village ; the men were drawn -up at 
some distance from the ro»l ; the women came liearet and 
wdcomed him with a very peculiar sort of shrill cry, pfo- 
longed, and given a sort ot shake by moving the tongiM ; 
it sounds something between a cry and a whistle* On 
entering his castle a more formal reception took place. 
The a^a took his seat on a carpet, on oat side of a amiill 
feservocr of water, over which was a sort of shed of hroib- 
wood and doarra straw. A mat waa laid for us on Ifae iMftTer 
aide, and some of the soldiers sat on a tiiird. This waain 
a ruinous court round a large old square tower of out stone. 
The court was filled with horses and mules unloadihe 4 sol- 
diers passed to and fro, carrying arms, dec. Amidat diis 
bustle 80 or 40 Arabs in succession came to pay thctf jte- 
spects, apparently people of the village ; diegr touchirt liie 
agfaa*s hand, which he held out as if to shake bands, lild 
then kissed their own ; one or two offered to kiss his mmd. 
which he drew back ; one or two (probably the sheikhs) 
shook hands heartily, without kissing tlieir hands. The 
agha was very kind in his manner to aU. The viUagers then 
greeted their acquaintances among the soldiers, some giving 
a fimnal shake of the hand, and others kissing eaoh other 
on both cheeks. When all was over the Aiahs aat.down 
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ih towg fbuitd the ag^ «nd 'aH nmakaLiiLtXkagtifiifUh 
liecudiomtl iiMoviJs of amret&atioii and <laiighitej ^\Ehay 
<weie all diBCflwd as we He, but thetrdothea werfa cUB^fTy 
and iome hadifheep-dun cloaks. CnflBx traaiserlred to toe 
irMd of this company, aad sour-mUk to some ; and^ aftsr 
Hictsng half an houx m morey the assembly dispersed., Bt- 
fote this took place, the as ha, whoy though gtm and silBOt, 
was alvajs atienti^, asEed us if we would take a look at 
'the Tiew from his tower ; and sent people to show it, It is 
« large^ dark, rude, square room, at one side of which is a 
stMie staircase in bad repair. This leads to a terrace) where 
we saw apartments of a slighter eonscraetion ; these, i sup- 
pose, would be tenanted by the affha*s family, but they 
are at Jerusalem, and 1 should think he did not live pelr- 
maneatlj here. No Border Peel in the days of Wat of 
^Harden was ever so rude as this, though the manners of the 
Inhabitants put one in mind of those aays« The soldign. 
' ttaough very ocderly, are quite at their ease, laughing add 
joking with each other before the agha ; one got a good kick 
ham a horse, which the others seemed to think a good joke, 
' and the sufferer made some attempts to laugh also. They 
tseemed a good-humoured, cheerful set of feUows, very quiet 
^aadeivil9 but always ready for any active amusement. * 
* 1 ^, It grew dark, and we sat down to dinner without a 
U^aU The agha, myself, and two others of the pActy, ate 
<£K>m one wooden bowL in which was a kid, a foire-quarter 
of button, and some fowls $ the soldiers and servants ate 
' 'ftom another mess, as plentiful in proportion. We hadno 
'Mtt, and unleavened bread was t&e only accompaniment. 
' iW'C ail ate with our hands, with a yery little assistance 
•frani a couple of knives. We neverthdess made a very 
liosrty dinner, and liked it much better dian our late meagre 
•fare. This done, we smoked, read some of our notes, looked 
ale Burckhardt's map, and then all lay down wh&ee we sat,*— 
H^fbS) servants, and all. I, at first, merdy took off my 
ttudle, aad^ut my blanket over me; but, finding that tod 
'not, I took off my Arab frock and then akipt very oomfoet- 
ably till day. 

DEAD SEA. 

' AftuHih 4.-^I rose, washed, put on my frock and girdk, 
< ( fltttck my pisttls itito it, threw on my surord; ind was £eflsed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



for. the^Ajf. W^.br^fw^^ aod tlicu &ct out for the Dead 
Sea. ' Tlie road was over a l>lain, with occasional ravines, 
first rich though uncultivated, then natural! v barren. In 
tills last part there was a sort of tamarisk, ana some thorny 
bushes, and the soil showed signs of salt, by the occdsional 
efflorescence on its surface. The Sea is sunk in a hollow, 
a^d the banks which are on that level have evidently becn^ 
recently under water, being still very miiy and difficult to' 
pass. The shores are covered with dry wood, some of it 

Sood timber, which they say is brought by the Jordan from 
le country of the Druses. The water is pungently salt like 
oxytnuriate of soda. My fellow-travellers, indeed, said it 

was rather acrid dian salt. It is incredibly buoyant ; G J 

bathed In it, and when he lay quite still on his back or beDy,^ 
he floated with one fourth, at least, of his whole body above 
water. He described the sensation as extraordinary, and; 
more like lyinff on a feather-bed than floating on water., 
On the omer tiand he found the greatest resistance in^ 
attempting to move through the water; it smarted his 
eyes excessively. I put a ciece of stick in ; it required aj 
good deal of pr^ure to make it sink, and, when let gOy it^ 
bounded out a,gain like a blown bladder. The water was^ 
clear and of a yellowish tinge, which might be from the^ 
colour of the stones at bottom, or from the hazy atmosphere. ^ 
There were green shrubs down to the water s edge m one ^ 
place, and nothing to give an idea of any thing blasting in 
the neighbourhood of me Sea, — the desert character extend- ^ 
irig far beyond the possibility of being affected by Its in flu -^ 
ence. We were unlucky in our morning, which was very ^ 
hazy ; but we were told the southern hills could sometimes , 
bp seen of a clear nu)ming. Soon after our return the 
Jerash Arabs arrived. They are better shaped and better ^ 
looking than those here. Tlie chiefs brother has a striking f 
resemblance to the pictures of our Saviour, but certainly ^ 
with none of the innocent and benevolent expression which ^ 
is seen in that countenance. * * * .» . ^-. i^^,^. 

THE JORDAN, &c. * ;'>t--' 

Marc/i 5 — M'e proceeded to the Jordan, which wc* ' 
reached in two hours. The bed bf the Jordan, from, b^^^f. 
to bank, is not less than half a mile. The banks are n>(^r^^ 
by long ravines throuijh the white earth of the ptiipi-andi' 
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the intermediate space is filled with v^lation.— taaiarisks^ 
willows, high reeds, and a plant with leaves tike a poplaiv 
Of this extensive bed only a small part, perha))s a thinU 
seems to have been lately filled. That part is full df 
brushwood left on the busnes by the stream, and also of 
timber like that which we saw on the Dead Sea* There are 
also mirv places still remaining where the water has receded* 
The real stream is only 20 or 25 yards broad, but deep and 
▼cvy rapid. It looks like a stream swollen with rain, but 
1 ima^ne it keeps its present- character fot several months 
MX least. The manner of crossing was extraordinary ; out 
grain and such parts of the baggage as could, be thrust into 
sheepskins, was so disposed o^and then towed across by a 
swimmer without being wetted. More bulky articles were 
put on a raft and suffered a little ; and those of us who eould 
not swim had sheepskins inflated tied toour backs, and a rope 
tied round our left arms ; all this tying was with hair-ropes 
not much to be depended on ; when this was done, we 
jumped into the water, and were towed across like the other 
baggage. I endeavoured to keep collected, and to strike 
out a uttle, but was of verv little use to my conductors. 
We had nearly passed the nght landing-place ; but a pole, 
held out, after an unsuccessful snatch or two, was caught, 
and towed us ashore. The appearance of the Arabs, on the 
first commencement of these operations, was remarkable ; 
those on the opposite bank were in their peculiar dress, and 
had an their peculiar appearance* Those who had crossed 
were naked. • • « While on the river, a small fligltt 
of locusts passed, — the Arabs spit at them. On crossing the 
Jordan, we were in Uie Land of Moab, and in the tenitories 
of the Bedouins. We went on, and came to a beautiful 
green plain of great extent, on which were several Arab 
camps of black tents, surrounded by numerous sheep, oxen, 
camels, horses, and asses. At one of these we stopped, and 
were ushered into the sheikh*s reception-tent, where we were 
seated on a carnet, and presently a man mside a fire in a 
hole in the middle, which bore evident marks of having 
been used the nignt before, and proceeded to get readr 
co£Pee. He took up from the grotmd a long iron ladle, which 
be put on the fire, turning me beans with a spoon wUeh 
was attached by a chain to the ladle. When the ladle wa« 
thoroughly heated, he kept turning over the beans in it al- 
most <m the fire. It was then pounded witli a stone pestk, 
in a large wooden mortar, which had a metal instrument 
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tfhaiiifid to H for stixritFp: up the beans. It was llie^ boiled 
«nd served up. The liquor thus px^ared was cxg^lent,— 
iwt M> bitter nor so fuU ^ignanai as the Turkish coffee. 
While this went on, the Arabs kept coquds in, juid soon 
reached the nninber of 40. The old and middle-aged men 
had long beards, and very patriarchal &oes, — some exactly 
like what one would fancr^ Abraham : Almost all Teiy 
well dressed ia white shirt-lrocks; handkerchiefs over their 
heads, fastened with thick, loose, brown worsted rope ; wide 
•abort boots ; and abbas, or daw wocdlen mantles. Some 
had Tjirkish sHver-mouBted pistols. All had an air quite 
-unlike Turks. The sheikh himself wearaasilk cameess, an 
omamented leathern girdle, and a crimson doth doak linoa 
with fine lamb*8 skin. The boys were very handsonxe ; one 
attmcted notice for his feminine features, long curls, ai^ 
pensive expression of countenance. He afterwards weiit 
with us to Jemsh, and seemed as active and hardy as the 
rcat. These Anbs, with their high noses, &19 faces, mod&. 
latdy brown complexion, and long beards, bore little r^- 
semUance to their brethren of Mocha, and were muchi less 
4leddedly Arab in every thing. They had, however, a wild 
look of their own, joined to an expression of intelligence, 
and even cunninjg. The tent we sat in was divided into two 
pacts by a curtain of cheauered brown and black blanketa; 
:each division might be 30 or 3d feet long, narrow and thin, 
but not uncomfortable. It was open on the side towards 
the camp, and not well closed on tne other. It was one of 
a camp of 16 or 20 tents pitched in three lines, which would 
be fides of a square but that two inclined in so aa to aar- 
-row the open side. All the cattle, sheep, &c. were broiwht 
^iato the centre at night, and then a fire was to be seen haz- 
ing in every tent, as well as in those of the camps in the 
ndgfabourhood. • • « I was asked whether I wouU 
^ttv a little negro child that was in the tent. This was 
rather pressed^ though the person on whose lap- the c^d 
mat fondled it like his own^ and aeemed attached tojk and 
,it tohim. We walked out and admired the gceeu plain, 
iumL the fine casnds, many of which were iie<uiy wMte; wad 
«lso asked questions about the mountains. Those ^^ of 
Jordan arp pexhaps higher than those west, and omat be 
4tpwards of 2000 feet ]%h. The northern hiSs w^ saji^ itere 
-c41ed Jubbnl e Sah, and Jubbul el Bdka, (I forgitin 
'^ch order); then Jubbul Attaroos^ and then JubW 
Miniet. This was the general account ; but one poiin who 
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sp»ke oonfideftfly said that J^libal Atlaiobi was the most 
southerly of the hills we could sse. 1 was pacticuUr about 
it, hecaune it is put down in the map to Buiekhardt aa 
Mount Nebo, ftom which Moses saw the Promised Lsiid, 
and yet made for down the shore of the Dead Sea, — a shun* 
tion quite inconsistent with the description ** over against 
Jericho," and verv ill suited for seeing Olleid, and Dan, 
and Ephiaim, and Manasseh. I think it must certainly be 
one of the high summits east of Jericho, and pwb^y north 
of east, since Jericho is mentioned aionff with t^wes to 
<< the south." 1 may here say that << the rity of rams,** 
as Jericho is called in that passage, has now omy one 
tree, and that the only one I saw in Judaea. Bai 

wh«ice Balaam began his attempted curse with ^' B] 

are thy tents, O Israel !" must also be one of those summits; 
They rise gently from the range, and are not at all marked 
as pttks. At night we ale our boiled lamb with our fii^gera 
a^ttsual out of the same wooden bowl with the sheikh, and 
then slept where we had sat, — many Aiabs also sleeping 
round the fire. One of the servants says that in the evening 
hands were passed beneath the curtain of ^ sheikh's female 
apSartment, with the intention of carrying oft' some of our 
pniperty, and the two servants alternately kept strict wateh 
to gnaid our things ftom the gentlemen in the tent ; but we 
lost nothing. 

ROUTE TO JERASH. 

March 6.— We rose at three, and at four set off by moon* 
IMt over the smooth plain. We were aceompanfed by the 
smikh and fifteen hotramen, with long ]anoes.and some with 
firelocks and pistcds, mounted on blood little hofses, very 
fresh, and generally yohng ; many of them wese mares. Two 
hf the horsemen were quite boys, and the oldest among then 
'was merry and active. They often sang on the march, 
Iscnghed and joked, and often got off to me at eame. As 
-wef were entering Jerash, they shouted, cantered tneur borsesy 
and seemed fml of life and spirits, after a fourteen hoiura' 
march. They seemed all remarlnbly good-natured^-.4he 
boys fond of quizzing, the young men rather forwara. and 
the middle-aged very respe(!table and well-behaved. About 
an hour after we left our ground, we entered a defile in the 
hflls, and went on till ten, (five hours, ) ascending in % slOij^ing 
direction to the north of east. The nills at first were bar^ 
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but with thetitttfll MfutioDfl(iioiMit; VBaOfVhcmmnmntti, 
ftnd a new purple llo«per. were veiy aumflMraa. . The «Bai*> 
mits, when ire icaebed tnem, were woody y^tfae tieos ttew 
to me. As we reached the aummits we had frequent viswa 
•f the Plains of the Jordan and of the Dead Sea, which we 
saw much fiirther to the south than we had vet done* The 
bills beyond, including those of Nablous, oote the view !• 
the easu 1 hose hills seem as high as these,, but are pKte* 
bly not so* These are the same tmU seemed so hi|^ frooa Je^ 
nisalem. At this point 1 should not think them mqie Am^ 
2000 or at most 2500 feet high. The temperaOUb howcsver) 
was greatly fdtered, and I wore my abba all day. We break* 
finted near the top of the hill, and, after stopping for tfaife 
•uartersof anhourin all, setforwafdataquarterbetoreelevflii^ 
The hills oonUnued beautifully wooded, with occmmnmI 
green openings between them. The valleys were geneaaUjr 
green, or covered with flowers ; ooe^ far on in the day *a jour* 
ney, was remarkable as containing a plain of conaidcnUi 
extent, four or five miles by two^ in the midst of wbieh waia 
some ruins of great stones, J)ut not otherwise remarkaUe^ 
The plain is cafled Budaa. While we werepasaiag thMMh 
it, two Arabs on foot were observed on our.rightt and jpvb 
horsemen were sent to reconnoitre. They provetUo be ftieiidi^ 
and we proceeded over a hill, and afterwards came to u ndU 
gap, which widened into a glen, and opened on the nortli 
side of the mountain which we were next to descend. Jerask 
was in sight from this, as it hkd once, 1 believe, been before i 
but only a line of wails and some confused ruins ooidd he 
made out The oountrv now became more pictute^uaikali 
before ; the hills were higher, and vallevs deeper. Tbe hyb* 
est hill was one opposite to us, called that of Adjeloon. xM- 
ter a sjteep descent, we came to the Brook of Zexkiu foca|sri|r 
the Jabbok, according to Burekhardt, a fine Iklle wOmm 
and, on crossing it, immediatdy began to ascend again^-^aiM 
continued to do so until we came near JmbsIil iiiiieh'plMS 
we reached a little after sunset. We stopfM near a qm^ 
nificene gateway entering into Jerash, and had onlj: tins 
to take a hasty view from thence of such of the nuB^as 
were in sight. • • • 

RUINS OF JERASH. 

Marth J — We set out for the rulnS) and reached them 
before sunrise. Having seen tliem 4mLy partially. 1^ a luiH 
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Ajpmimnr* 1611: 

Mm, 4liid Ihnra tMight <m the ensnteg Mbre, 1 had mA 
mmnA a hifh aplnion of them, apd woD^ered that thej 
alumld ever nave been bi^bught tbtQ comparison with Pdu 
toffrtu A AilI examination now altered imr opinion, and led 
4M and all the party full of admiration of the sranaeur and 
elmnce of the ruins. The |i;ateway 1 should rather havp 
tailed a triumphal arch, for it is situated at some distance 
■atitii of the wall, where there is a mudi hupiibler gatew^^ 
TIlia is a high and bold arch, on each side of which U a lower 
oitsanoik and over that a square ornamented nicfaf, shap 



dow, for statues. Id fact, it so much resepoSlea 
the usual pictures of triumphal arehes that 1 took no notes 
«f its shape. I was, however, struck with the unusual or-» 
nimeot m acanthus leates round the bottom of the shaft 
iQlose on the left of the gateway Is a structure which must 
lit diat pronounced to be a naumachia ; Burckhardt did not 
Bae it* It appears at first a large amphitheatre, but, on exa« 
lunation, it iqipears that the part to the north is iriore ele- 
t«tfd than the rest, and that it forms a complete oval) indcH 
pendent of the soutnem part. The southern part ia a square 
ftigood deid hollowed out of the ground, and with a channel 
•t an underground conduir extending from it, in the direct 
lion of the river, (we did not tirace it to the river,) as if to 
%ring water, while another subterraneous channel, at the hot* 
ttMo, on the opposite side, seemed extended to let out ^« 
waier. * • " We then went to a high temple, not fai 
fyom the aanmaehiaj and, before enteringit, were struck wilb 
the Wew down the main street of the city. Close to ua. wai 
tile temple^ a fine mass of building, surrounded by innuoie^ 
fWe ftJlen eolttmns and ruined cornices. Beneath was the 
ffittat stieet, commencing in an elegant drcular> or rather 
#«al colonnade of fifty-seven pillan, and containing a suc^ 
^Msion of vtfaight ookmnades on eadi side, crpssed at right 
wsglea by anotaer line of columns, with an entablature ; on 
«Me side was * splendid temple, with columns on a heisht $ 
ttfA.f on the other, a bridge qiossing the stream, on woich 
the nsins stand. The beauty of all these niins is increased 
byilwfine yellowhtte of all parts that have no moss on then^ 
•od the gray where there is moes. The temple is little or^ 
munentM inaide, haying only half^lasters, and an entabl»- 
tnre of the plainest description. OThe capitals and comioes 
fott&d it show ttie outside to have been very diffinent, being 
f|f flieifdwst character. The colunms in mmt are Sje and ^ 
MIoriixfiMtbiaianieteratthebase. There are six nicb^ 

Y 
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5l65 appendix: 

mk eaeh of the tides of the outside wall of this teinp]ie,.witfif 
the hollow at the top of eech shaped like a cockle-sMl* 
€^ote to tbb temple is a theatre ia remarkably high repair^^ 
It is almost all ImUty though advantage has been taken of 
llie hUl in finrmiDg the lower part of the seats on the west sidcr 
Hie wall outside is too muoi ruined to allow any judgment 
to be formed of it ; but, on the inside^ almost all the seats 
are quite entire. The proaeenium is still sufficiently so t^ 
give a complete idea of the plan, and it is easy to sit on on^ 
of the bencneii, and fancy a week play performing to a Ger<r 
aaan audienee as it was 1700 years ago. The proscenium 
k ornamented wkh Corinthian cohimas, over which is a 
^ain architnive, but a very rich entablature rises over alt 
'There are niehes in some places' h^hly adorned ; in the cen- 
tre is a g«t^ which, from the breadth and the style of the or- 
lumientiL- most have been larfle, though it is now buzied 
nearly almost to the tops of the capitals of the pillars. ** 
* * Looking from the highest seats the theaure seems very 
deep, and the same place affords a fine view of the pounisryf 
This theatre, from its high state of preservation, and its otr 
naments, gave us as much pleasure as any thing in Oerasi^ 
I left Oi—..- in the theatre, and went down to the circuW 
«olennadeb The Arabs, who had plagued us with th^ 
loqaadty and their hurry, had left us by this time, aod^ 
■ilenoe, oistnrbed only by one bird singing, reigned through-' 
««t the ruins. The tranquillity and solemnity of the scene 
were delightfiiK The temple by the theatre must, from 
its commanding situation, have made a magniiicent ay- 
Murance from mis spot, and the whole view, from the mid- 
<Ue of the cokmnaae^ must have been superb. On fbe 
north is the great street with its numerous cdumns and 
buildings ; b^ond. to the south-west, the great temple on 
a height still highly magnificent ; on the south the other 
tcmpfe lately mentioned, — the theatre, the whole of the ia- 
terior of which is displayed ; the triumphal arch seen tluroiigh 
the colonnade, and the still more neUe prospect pf the 
oouthem mountains through the same medium* The co- 
tsnnade itself is of the greatest eleganee ; it is of the loaic 
order, and supports a plain entablature. * *. * Frcim 
ihis cirele, as one may call iu though its surface is far &om 
«n exaet circle, runs a grana colonnade of Corinthian, oo- 
lumni, about 600 ^ards long. This, after an imerva), ,is 
taken up by an Ionic CQkmnMe, which ex()eiDd3 to the inh, 
MX that the dty is cut through iu whole length- by this s^cn- 
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AFPJBN0IX. 2(^ 

ifA colpnnade« Otb^r smaller ones cross it at right angles 
}n two )ilaces at least* The Corinthian pilfaura aare oi dtf» 
fh«iit heights, being apparently built with reference to the 
jbaildings behind them ; but the irrcgulatitf is not unpleas* 
Ing. The shafts swell too mu«:h out towards the cenizey but 
are otherwise elegant. The view of tbem, looking souths 
at half-past eight in the morning, wa;* rendered aner by 
the rich glow which the stone dis]>layed in the sun. Be» 
hind some of the highest of these pillars were the remains of 
very finished buildings. • • « Proceeding norths along 
the grand street, we soon came to a buildine which seemed 
to me one of the finest thnigs in Jerash. It was a sort of 
ft semicircular temple, on the left of the street, in front cf 
which had been a portico of Corinthian columns, oomposu^ 
part of the grand colonnade. 1 do not think they can he 
under ^ feet in height, and their form is Tcry eleomt. The 
jpemicircular building itself is coTered with a half oome, and 
ornamented with particular richness and beauty. • • » 
It is remarkable, throughout these ruins, how aaminbly the 
txilumns and buildings are disposed for producing tSBtct in 
combination. On some of the ruins of the gattway of the 
€h«at Temple, which has been already desciibedy there is 
ftn inscription, in very large Greek characters, in whidi one 
bf the Antonines is named. There are numerous- Qreek in- 
scriptions, in different places, on the columns and buildingtr 
* * * Of two bridges, a good deal of the one to the east 
remains, and the arches reach across the river, though tiie 
'Ibridge is not passable owing to the destruction of the upper 
-jMot, There is a paved road, between colonnades, kadiog 
m>m the bridge. • • • Having arranged to be taken 
straight to Nablous, we left Jerashat one o'ewdi. We peoi- 
ed many <]3i?e-trees, aiid there were many patches of cidti?a. 
tion on the hills. • • • After passing through » foretl, 
the dangers of which in the dark were often mentioned to 
^urry us from Jerash, we came to some cultivation carried 
* on by Arab peasants, who live in caves at a place called 
'El wialla. They are very unlike the Bedouins, being sal* 
low, dressed in dirty cotton clothes, or abbas, and alt». 
gether bearing great appearance of poverty. • • « We 
went through picturettque mountains, where the rocks and 
woods were mixed with fine effect, and the road wound along 
their fiioe. At the small inhabited village of fiorma we 
^w very extensive olive-plantations, some of them quite 
' young. The whole of the ooimtry, to-day, when not woo^. 
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When Woody, as on the norA. '^ ^'^ ttui morepmire^tiei 
We faftd flattered oimeltes with the hope of* a dbma and 
U eomfortable sleep ; hnt, as the evening grew near, we foitnd 
Ast the Sheikh was obliged, Inr the presence of a- hosUM 
ttlbe. to pass the Jordan in the dark^ and he iherefbre Sn- 
risted on our ptoceeding without halting. Though pto^ 
voked' at the tnne and mode of die ptoposal} we bowerer 
went OB. hi the dark, among pre^ices till about eight, Whetii 
tile Sheikh insisted on our taking our own vay^ and wotdft 
not afterwards more. We ate whiit we could get,' smoked 
6Ur pipes, and went to sleep, raAer huiDgry, and in gteUt 
want of water. We slept not amiss in spite of a strong wffid; 
The sighing it made among the pines was very pecuflSr, and 
Ittiher melancbo^,— no rustling, but only a sound like fhii 
ftl) of distant water. 

BlarohS Westarted alitde before sunrise, wi^out wash** 

Ing or tasting any thing. It was settled we were to gb til* 
Iveakfsst at a village from whence the Sheikh was t6 tend oh 
two horsemen to find out the position of the enemy. If tfn^ 
were off &e road we were to proceed hnmediatdy, otherwise' 
we wer^ to halt till night and then pass the Jordatt. ThM' 
ieems really to be a fi:reat dread or this tribe, the Abft^ 
tietwten whom and tne Adooftn there is blood; and ovt 
guides are nrach afhdd that they may take the opjioMhigt 
oTenttingoff'someofiheminretidiatton. * * * 'Ilw«i' 
determlM that we should push on at ohce for the «MMitf. 



NABIiOUS. '-^'^ 

'!'»-■■■' 

We eame in sight of the y^sUev of the Jordan, ' Tt'wgkhik^" 
% ntotywgreen plain, Separatea by the white niviilesr on tfi^* 
river. These, nowever, were ahnost dose to the' wtft^tem 
Idlls^ while, on th&east side, the plain was three milfea'bt^iMKL' 
The hiRs beyond seemed in two ranges,'.-4i low one dM ta 
thte tiver, and the high hills behincL Just befo^ WeleR^ 
the hills we were in a narrow roclcy defile ; here the AtabS' 
put off their abbas and prepared for action. The 8h^!k^ tied ' 
tx^ his red cloak in a bundle, and put on a coarse abba oVer 
hu silk tunic, so as to conceal his rank: We thenfi^t lbr«* 
wkrd and soon came to Aboo Obeida, where ar6 tv^6 smi^' 
wfaxt«'domesaind a few houses. There were no ^leoplfrt^a^ 
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dia^' v» coniA m^f but^hcre wit much inilti?atf«i- i« tM 
|Uai2i> and wa mw several cultivators. As we got Bear tiMi 
liver we were shown the camps of the enemy, in three sepa^ 
IDte lines of black tents, on the opposite side, five or si« 
miles oC We pushed across the plain, in sood order, and 
frith great haste. • • • Passing over tne plain, in ^ia 
manner, we came to the Jordan, here rapid, and abou| a« 
hroad a$ where we first past. We forded it on horseback^ 
with some difficulty, on account of the force of the stream^ 
tiiough the water was not above half-wa;^ up our horsea' ba> 
dies. When cax>S8ed we pushed on again throngh ravines^ 
lei't the hills and the enemy on our right^ and enteruQg a 
vallev came to the foot of a high pass, which we asoenra^ 
lund then haltedfor a short time. We r^ched the top an hour 
and a quarter after we left Jordan. The Jordan is alwaya 
here called the Shereed. in the valley we saw some flights of 
jackdaws, and myriads of small black grasshoppers on the 
g^und. We now passed over bare but green nills, saw a 
camn of black tents, many camels and sheep ; we saw somo 
gazelles and an Arab followine them with a gun, and crossed 
a number of Arabs with camels. Our party formed mp, but 
no communication took place. When they were far past^ 
a mile or more, a horseman galloped back and had soma 
conversation with our guides. The neat was excessive iton 
the time we entered the Plain of the Jordan. At length we 
descended a high hill into this valley, and, halting on .a fine 
stream, we got under shelter of a wall, had a copied dinner 
and tea, andnave passed the afternoon in greatluxury. Bdfora 
dinner we had a dance by two Bedouin minstrels of this vaU 
ley. • • • After dinner we talked a great deal with the 
Arabs, who were very communicative ; told us how they had^ 
finoe DurckhaTdt*s time, defeated the Beni Sakkin, and re- 
covered the Belka. The war, however, is still as bitter as 
ever. Thev told us also the cauKc of the war with the Ab^, 
and showed the man who cut down one of that tribe in a 
public dispute and caused the blood-feud. 

March 9. — slept this night on a bed of grass very com* 
fprtably but for the constant diKturbanoe of the Sheilui, who 
called us up continually to proceed, on pretence that he had 
purchases to make at Nablous, whereas we are now halted 
near that town, to settle with him, because he dare not en** 
ter it. Between caprice and want of veracity there is no 
ending on what a Bedouin says of the future. * .* * 
t'yiaWf lipyfix t^ valley where we had slept, waa ^mm^ 
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190 

tbe hiUs haf« been nraeh less ftiatsy thui these bmndiie 
/ordM, besides being qnife depiived of the ildck woods 
whidi made all that ooiintrjso dellghtftittf pknicefiiae. 
The tmlleys, howerer, eten here ire greeh and jdlMr, bacall 
the hUls have the same charaeter of steriHty with those abmt 
Jerasalem,— stffl there are tnany flowen even <m the hffis. 
* * * We 8000 began to ascend a mountain, of which 
we reached the top hi two honirs anda half ft«m our gmand ; 
but I should guess the height fVom (he Jordan 800a or 3000 
fcet It eompietelf tools down on aU the hlMs beyond J«* 
Am-, and on all in sight except a high snowy range lo the 
K. E. called Jubbal el Tulj, mountain of «now.» and srid 
to be thiee days from Damascus, and two ftom Tiberias. * 
** * On passing the ridge we found' the Tidleys. which 
wtte of red soil, and by no means ridi, hi£|hly cultivated. 
1 counted 19 ploughs in one small stony vauiey. Thereme 
aisoolive-planutions— the only tree here— and fields ofwfa^at 
imd beans. The ploughmen are a most complete eontsast 
to thoee beyond the Jordan. Their clothes looked^ evatitom 
n distance, of a remarkably pure white, and when mtoafltaed 
Ifaey were very clean and well dressed. • • • OarAmbs 
having expliuned that they could not enter Nablowaon 
nocount of some pecuniary dum on them, we settled with 
tliem. • • • Parted in good humoniv and our {lasty, 
now mudi deduced, entered the town. We wese* sar« 
wised to find it a large one, with a covered bazaar iw'ihe 
^Persian way, better tmn anv we had seen here or in figypt, 
«— shops of every kind, bread and eatables in plenty, him. in 
short c^ery thihg that traveQers from the desert could -de- 
cfare. We stopped at a khan in the middle of the covend 
bafaar^. got some excdlent bread and butter, and won in 
Ihll eiyoyment of the prospect of a change from our late 
lavage habits when we were reminded that civilised life 
also was not without its annoyances. A Turidsh soldiet 
came in^ and^ after haranguing on Franks ffoiiig about in 
disguise to disturb the country, said it woula serve ua right 
to cut aU our heads tff, • • * The Ohu&iciiee» who 
has the care of the tax on pilgrims, mmed out friendly, and 
toofk us out to see the sights of NaUous» • * • , We 
went baek by the way we came in, through a lai^ wood of 
tcty old <dive.treest and saw the tomb of JoaenlL, aJMo- 
fcO miW N tel i-te rt inKyiwe^ In a temg fadasaw^rilv fi • 
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«f pilgpdbiMge tacaonrj afftbs ireasui«i<tf (at couutrjr. A 
Attge fwrty who foUowsd were equally uniriendly ; and it 
•MOBS teifij ttitoBisluog the feelixiff of jealousy that pervades 
ttaia tonoi wliicl^ one would think> would be «o much used 
to the paatage of £uiopeaiu» On our way home we looked 
at lome aepulchral g^ttoa in Mount £baU They were 
much in the utual Jewish way, with receptacles for two or 
mOK bodies : some had the doof within an arch. We then 
walked homeward, and had a fine view of the town frop a 
immnd near iu There cannot be a more picturesque suu- 
ali<lli. On passing between the Mountains of Genzim and 
JSbal^ as we have thrice done to-day, one enters a valley 
mnning nearly east and west, and closed by the olive-wood 
fonneiiy mentioned. The town soon after may be seen id- 
find on a sort of bay on the side of a hill overhung with 
aoeks and caves^ The slopes of the hills on both 9ides-.of 
tha valley, though very steep, are tnildvatcd on stages si^- 
ported by stone walls as iar as the perpendicular rocks at 
ti» top, and with those are mixed olive-trees* The town 
Itself is handsome ; the stone is of a light colour, and lo^ka 
Jiew and deanu and the roofs are au domes of different 
'«nrves, in the Syrian style. I have not sufficiently meh- 
lioned JBbal and Geriam, the mountains of cursing and 
blessing, — the former of which is to the norths ftnd the latter 
^to the south of the valley. They are, however, picture8<)ue 
in tiraaDselves, and recaUed manv interesting scenes fipm 
Ihe ih»t ceremonr which ffives them their names, to tho 
Ocotile tenwle of Jupiter Hellenius, erected in after times 
dn Monnt Oerizim. This placer indeed, abounds with re^ 
itoUacttons beyond any other in the Holy iiand. It was 
she plfloe to which Abraham first came by command of 
Ood^ and abode In the plain of Mexeh,*- 

«« 1 tee bit tents 
Pitched about Siebein, and the nelgbboutiog plain 
OC Mereb,'* ^e. Milton. 

• At Sichem Jacob bought a field, and erected an altar to the 
iiivingOod, and called It £lohee Israel. Here was ihe 
treaditroBs massacre of the house of 8ichem, by some 
«f the sons of Jacob, for the seduction of their sister s 
•Ikete Jacob was encamped when Joseph was sold to the 
ldnnaeWtta> Here Joshua convened and harangued the 
yeophi, and set up a stone for a covenant before he died* 
tt w«i ii<»tittifeAbi»dedi*»inMriiKr^ tank ^9a^9m(i^ ««a 
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Aon Mmm Ofrtriw that JoihMA tgid the tftMv of • ibk 
ttwvtv Abimeleeh'i army. The Jews stiU oaU KabUiist i^U 
ebon Of 8khem. « « * W« ar* le start to-monow liar 
Maaantb. Oisr ftimd the Ghu£M«hee^ and a loaD of hitiL 
aia ta aooaropany ue, and we hope to get away wUhoiit 
farther troubltf. The difficulties we have got into ber^ he^ 
■Ues the ahttm ia the countjry, (where there is a geoenA. 
idea that aU the thoughu ot' the allies are turned to 8yn% 
besides oocasiooal reports of the taking of Acre, Trippli«. 
Ax. &c) are to be attributed to our Bedouin dress. Xbia • 
evidenay excitsd atteotkm as we passed through the towQ, 
and being quite unusual for European traTeUerB^ it wa» 
immediarely coacluded that it must be assumed aa a dis^ 
guise. Had we been in Turkish dresses I do not think «a 
snonld have excited any sensation. * . * * Our Jeraah:' 



tour beingnow over, I must mention the pleasure derived, 
firom it. The view of Bedouin manners,— the wild and 
seHtary rra^ions beyond the Jordan, diversified as they wm» 



by pastotu downs and extensive. forests,— the novelty and 
activity of our own lives,— and the beauty of the ruina that : 
were the object of the journejr, would each separately hvm 
repaid all the trouble it occasioned us« 



NAZAR£TH AND TAfiOfL 

March IOl — We were up before three, and soon leadjy. 
but our new friend the Gnufarchee objected to starting ao .. 
early on account of the danger from robbers. Ha waa, 
however, persuaded to set out at a ouarter before four. W« 
u&lortuaately took a road by wbien we missed Sebaste* *> 
*' * We passed Jeoeen, a viUa^ of no great ««e» and 
not long after got a striking view oi an extensive plain, tho- 
same probably that we afterwards crossed. One part or thia 
plain, on our left, was about fifteen mUes by ten ; and that 
dtk our right, though not so level, was much noore extenaivew 
Both' were rich and highly cultivated, but without.a single 
tree. This must, no doubt, be the Plain of Ksdraelon, so 
famous for the actions of which it has been, and is to be, the 
scene. Here is to be fbught the battle o( ArmageddDH, so 
wen known to all interpreters of the Prophecies. Here have 
akeady been seen the armies of Sisera jde&atrd hf JPletKnh 
and Barak, and many other bodies- of conquerors and vr)M- 

^eii,«MMiig DPidi the. FxenchiA 1780.. !%h€.aimfe«lm 
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am ^hUtk it luippeiiedL It it »t « mined ^^flbn cilkd ISI - 
FoADeh. After iMUia^ this plain, ^e ftiountM blMi «iid'* 
ffi to Nmietfa brfo» yi!k> TIm town teaks mueh beMtr 
•oMo aUt wonld expect fimtn the picturey**^bein|f well hoUty 
MOd well litiuted on the aide of a liOl; We ftnmd the 
jAagne in the town, and the convent in qusrantioe, and b** 
gan to dread exdnaion, which was the move alarming at thft 
evening had dosed with rain. Tlie gates, however, wen 
thrown open to us. • • • 

Mmreh 11 — The superior, a Spanish friar, opened ti» 
gades of the ohvrch of the eanvent, and admitted us to tk» 
■pot where << the Word was made flesh.'* There is a gpoA 
Ileal of marUe and ornament, but nothing very uAeasmg* 
The superior was in constant dread of being touoitd, aal 
altegether scfoned in a very uneasy and depressed ttate aC 

Mairth 12.~We arrived at the foot of Moimt Tabor. It 
Sa in its general outline a round, regular-^haped hilly but i9 
loeley and hmgh enonsli when it is to be ascended. It faaa 
BMny trees, nuMKly Vidonia oaks. It stands en the eaatof 
the great plain of Esdzaslon, up a recess lomied by Mount 
fieimon on one side, and the hflls towards Nazarem on the 
^Mber. lu heiffht from the plain 1 should guest at 1000 feet. 
Weasoendedtneffreaterpartof the way on mules. • • « 
On die top of the nili is one of those luge dstems, or gra* 
natfes, so often alluded to before. There was one ahMy near 
Jinetn, whidi we observed in coming in* I hwe sinoe seen ' 
thMn in nunMKNis other places, which puts an end to Dr 
CMEe*s Pagan remains. • • • The phdn extends eatt 
add west, ftom the southern oonthraation of MountCiannsl 
ta Moemts Hermon and Tabor. 1 thought, on mv way in^ ' 
that it extended nearly to the Joidan, but I found the levd 
«f thut much lower than the rest. The whde of this 
pitin is ftilly cultivated, yet we eould hardly ase a 
v^lage, whicn adds to the peculiar appcannoe of the 
..^ne sheet of cultivation, without a sock or taes. * 

THE TOWN AND S£A OF TIfiERlAS. 

Ma/teh 19.^Wtthin two hours and a half of Tiberias w0 
look^ down on a flne cultivated phdn, quite bare of ti«et^ « 
bey »nd %hloh» at a much low«r leyil,iay Oientmna V«]i«^« 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



of the Jerdwi. l^bis plain was jNistuied orer |iy,h«rsei 
nt>in Tiberias, ibr the keepers of which whUe te6ts were 
scattered about in all directions. It was covered in' manV 
places with large and beautiful blue lupins, and througn 
all the latter part of the march there were innumerable da^ 
aies. Just below the stores of the 5000, is a similar plaii^ 
Jis bare, but for a few distant trees under the hills. Vrom 
the point where this plain came in sight, if not sooner, we 
■descried the distant mountains of the Houran east, and the 
nearer ones of Adjeloon, south-east, or south-south-east, — 
but these bearings are coDJectural. We also saw the towt^ 
•f Safiad, which makes a very fine appearance on a his^ 
and commanding hilL It seemed about eight or nme 
jniles to our. left. We now came in sight of the Sea of 
Oalile^ — ^we only saw the northern half, and its size diaap^ 
pointed ps; but the dark blue still wal^sr, the green hills round, 
covered with bushes, and the high snowy ridge of J ubbul 4 
Shaikh, made a very delightful landscape. We were shown 
the site of Capernaum, on the upper })art of the lake, and 
«oon after saw the lower part more distinctly. It is much 
narrower in that direction. The town, with its high feudal 
citadel, its walls and towers, now forms aranarkabSe feature 
in the view; and the steep tuUs which descend at once ta4he 
lake, on the east, attract attention from their strangely chao- 
Delled sides, diversified widi dark green bushes and whi$ 
4^alky soU. The lake, at the town, may be six or eU^ht 
inilea broad> We could see no stream formed by the Sii"- 
4an through it. As we approached the town we jneard moie 
«nd more of the ravages or the plague,; and; as we descended 
the bill towards it, we fancied it nad a forlorn and deserted 
4ippearance, and that nobody was stirring out. When ^ 
came to the gate, however, we found the usual Turkish ii^- 
idifierence, and were ourselves induced, much more by th^ 
fame of the fleas than by the plague, to pitch our tent out- 
^de. • • • Before it was dark we had a very fine view 
p{ the lake ; — at the southern part the lake is narrow, ana 
the sides bold. The sun threw a deep shade on this sidi4 
and on the water, while it marked the hills and valleys on 
the opposite side with strong light and shade. The norths 
ern part is much wider and tamer, but the hills are s^l bi^ 
and green, and the lofty snowy mountain of Jubbul Shail^ 
rising oyer them, gives great dignity to the landscape. This 
mountsin was very striking, late in the evening, as retainldl: 
the sun*s rays, after every tmng around us was in A^f^tt^ 
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fh aff respects it is the matest ornament of the lak^ and V 
sm surprised that traveuers have not mentioned it more. 

March 14.— • • • . We rode into the town. At the 
gite was a strong guard, and some respectable well-dress^ 
Turks reading letters and playing cheSs. Inside we stood 
M ttie chance ot catching the plague from contact; for, besides- 
that there is a large open space between the town and cita^ 
deL, there was hardly a soul in the streets. The population 
is said to be 1200 persons, and the deaths ar« exaggerated 
up to fifteen or twenty a-clay. The most reasonable account 
was five ; and we ourselves saw three corpses carried out at 
daybreak, and another burying an hour arter. which would 
frove a greater number than five deaths in the day. The 
plafue has been at Tiberias for two months. We returned 
Dj the way we went, and consequently had nothing to ob- 
serve except the rapid development of the vegetation. Ths 
fig-trees and pomegranates, at Cana, which yesterday were 
^nly budding, have now put fovth young leaves. • • * 

ACR£, 

*" March 15. — We went over the usual mountahis to Se^ 
i^hora, or Dio Caesarea, now Sephori. • • • We wert 
still shut in by hills, and began to despair of seeing Acre, 

fifhen at lengtti the town opened on us, and continued in 
ht for many hours, as we went round it from south-east 
west. This plain is very extensive ; I should jgnxess it 
een miles from Mount Carmel to the northern hills, and 
from the sea to the hills we have left on the east of Acre, 
is a rich level plain, and must have afforded an ample 
space for the camps and exploits of the Crusaders. We 
tnou^t of Richard, Philip Augustus, and all the other 
warriors of these times, and regretted that we could not ex- 
amine' the breaches of Bonaparte. • • • Acre looked 
s'nlall on this side, (perhaps half a mile long) and less tuna 
ike north when seen from the hills. • • ♦ In the val- 
loj we saw goldfinches, as we had blackbirds on Mount Tat^ 
1)or. I slso observed the cattle, which here, as through all 
jpslestine. are short and stout, with short horns like High- 
I4n4 cattle. After we were north of Acre we obser^-ed the 
ij^y magnificent aqueduct extending for many miles. , Tt 
^, 1 believe, a Saracen work, but is worthy of the EonMBti?' 
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TYRE. 

MarehX^^ • • * The Wew ^om Cftpe Bianecs a 
high duOky^hoiMUMid, to the south, is fines The i^ain «C 
Acic^ Acre itself, Mount Carmel, with an insulated rodk 
In the sea beyond it, and the wide ex]Hinse of the Meditsr- 
anean* jbnoiediately below, the sea seemed of remarkabV 
deal deep fpeen. On passing the summit another ptospeet 
opens to the north,— a oistant view of Tyieaad of the moofri 
^ns beyond it* This yieff is Tei>eated« with mn^ gieattt 
efliect, at eaother place, af%er passing a long tract of moua^ 
liin-rad ; a beautiful bay lies then before you, extending, 
vith a curved and ind^ited shore, to Tyre, which {Mtqjeea 
ht into the sea, at the distance of ten or twelve mSes^ The 
shore is low and g^en, with very few trees, but there aie 
some- buUdlngSy low hills all round, highest to the north i 
and on the nortn-east, or thereabouts, majestic snowy moua- 
tains. Lebanon and Antilibanus are seen opposite eadi 
other, the former a long-QOntinue^ snowy chain. • • < 
In present drcumstances, and with our imperfectpasspoitSt 
va did Bot think it prudent to enter the walla of Tyre««-4>«t 
we rode through deep sand to have as dose a view as lie 
pouldofit. « • • TheisthmuS;^ which was the mole 
of Alexander, may still seem, to one who knpws its histe^, 
to be artifidaL^^but I doubt if an uninformed person would 



suspect that Tyre had ever been an island. It is about a 

iuarter of a mile loQg, and covered with sand. • • * 
n looking on Tyre one remembers that this was the seat of 
Pygmalion and Dido, and recals the time when she covered 
the Mediterranean with her ships, and its shores with her 
900 cQloDieSy and even explored the then unknown and Var* 
haroua coasts of Britain : " the crowned city whose wte^ 
chants were princes, and her rulers the honouiabla of ^ 
eardu'* The present town has by no means the deserted w^ 
.peaxanoe generally ascribed to it, but, on the contrary, aeens 
AoonaideraUaaiiafloorishiQgplaoe. « e a 

SIDON. 

Mmthlt"^* • • Tyre is coDflSHCuoas from the nortlL 
as weU as fiom the south, projecdng fkr into the 86% dear ei 
7 
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•nniiTOuiidingeountiy. • • • Onpaisiiigtbe^poiiitofa 
hill a oew prospect opens. The plain in front is wider than 
that left behind, and shut in by much higher hills. Leba-* 
non also appears on the north-east. As we advance, the range 
of Lebanon appears to a much greaterextent, — ^vuleys open 
running up towards it, — and picturesque hills are disoovered 
at difierent distances between it and the ]>lain. As we ap- 
proach Sidon, another distinct range on this side of Lebanon 
is discovered. It has no uiow, and is much inferior to Le« 
banon in height. • • • The town of Sidon stands on a 
hill, sloping towards the north, and, on that side being all 
seen, one part rising over another, it has a very fine appear* 
anee. On the soutn, where we approached it, the reverse it 
the case, as the waU. rather a mean one, with round towert, 
i» seen, and the whole town concealed. On the east ikoe the 
vail is formed of the houses joined to one another, wom»» 
times in a straight line, and sometimes with a house pro* 
iecting like a tower. The houses themselves are curious, 
being of four or five low stories, with many small windows. 
mosUy grated. Close to the walls are orange-gardens, and 
farther off a considerable extent of mulberry -orchards and a 
lew vineyards, — they must be very agreeable when in leaf, 
but did not come up to my expectation of tbe much-praised 
gardens of Sidon. • • • We crossed the Neber el Saida, 
a stream about thirty yards broad, and afterwards ascended 
Uie hills which dose in on the sea, immediately on passing 
the mulberry-gardens, about three miles from die town. * 



BAIROOT. 

March 10,-^ • • * The uninteresting scenery of the 
greater part of our march changed, on approaching fiairoot^ 
mto . the most agreeable and varied that can be imagined. 
We iSrst passed a very extensive wood of olive-trees, and then 
flaw, from a tract of heavy sand, which we were traversing, 
a number of hills on our right, covered with white viUages 
and buildings; — some were smooth and round, others were 
precipitous, but all were green and ornamented with scat- 
tered trees. Behind these niUs, and still more in front of us^ 
was beautiful mountain-scenery , composed chiefly of the lower 
.branches of Mount Lebanon. The summits and the back 
parta were corered with douds, and indistincUy seen, ^ "^ 
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Mill ire» magnificent lb thd? obscurity, tlii i ^ 

Irere leas wjla, and, thou^ hi^li and hold, had many treeiij 
and even here and there white buildings. At the £wt ot 
all the hUls is a rich valley, or narrow i)Iain, scattered with 
Rouses and trees. This was to our rignt, and in front waa 
A rising ground, with enclosures and trees, exactly like a spM 
hi England. There were several woods of Scotch firs, vaal 
numbers of mulberry-orchards and other gardens, through 
which a broad road ran between hedges of prickly jpeanr 
Nearer the town were other gardens with cypresses ana sum* 
iner houses, and, at length, where the town came in sight, 
Was one of the most beautiful views I ever saw. It was 
composed of the fine deep bay on which the town standa. 
One one side was the town, and the numerous houses scat? 
tered singly among the garaens ; on the other, were noua- 
tains, first crowded with white villages, and theu rising he- 
Und into high cloudy ranges. The town has some mina^ 
tets, some of the feudal towers already noticed in seven! 
phices ; and ^e high houses often have the appearance at 
lowers also. The wall seems eomposed of houses like that 
^ Sidon. The streets are unusually narrow and dirty, aa^ 
fkvouently interrupted by low arcnes, which a man on a 
tnule could hardly pass. We went to the convent, aB% 
fdthough we particularly warned them of the plague-couar 
tries from whence we came. wei:e moat che^uUy aa^h^iq^ 
teWy received by the monks, • • • -; 

ANTIQUITIES NEAB BAIHOOT. 

Ma/rchTK^,^ • * - • We crossed the river of BainooV 
*. * * Our road lay sometimes oyer the wretdied^^Hft' 
ged pavement which is the remains of the ancient causewaj^ 
aoroetfanes over deep sand, and sometimes very stony haff 
toad^. We were on asses, with the exception of one laf# 
mule, and travelled very slowly. On our left was the aefu 
on our right hffls and valleys, cultivated in stages, scatterwl 
tiriih olives^ and crowned with firs. At length we readied 
the foot of the pass, which was the object <^ «ur jowney. 
-* * • The road after this was cut in stepB,.baa at fin^ 
mi now hrdken and worn into holes, so as to be too bad Hjlr 

^ ^^ but a mifle en an anhnal accustomed to xbtBm.xoti^ 



he steps were onl v a| particular places, especially the Afonit 
•a descent, but the whole MMid was a» bad as the 



oatisew^ 
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hdowi From tke top we bad a vieir pf the ooMt bcgpoodt. 
moR complete than from Bairoot. Near us was a deep bav^ 
tMeiM long curved coast, on which stood Oeb&il or Oeb Vie, tbi 
andent Byblos. Beyond, the coast ran still more boldly into 
the sea, bdns formed by the mountain formerly called> Siif 
m^wmttf, and now in maps, ^^ the Divine Countenance,** oc 
^* Gape Madonna.** By the Arabs it seems to be called tho 
fieaohind of Batroon. It seemed from ten to fifteen miles 
Kom where we stood. Continulne aloof the Roman road^ 
tre came to where a figure, cut in the rocl, higher up on th« 
rights was visible. \Ve went up to it, and found other sculps 
tores farther on, which I shall mention in ordei. First, was 
m shallow niche, with a circular top. in which stood a nguro 
«f a Persian, in has rdief, exactly like those in PersepoUs* 
li was a man in a long but ti«[htgown, with a long beaid 

Soared at bottom, and formed in regular curls. B^ind 
} head was a mass of bushy hair, also in r^lar euxJfl« 
On his head was a conical cap, surmounted with a smaU 
sugar loaf. Tbe features were very well preserved, and 
exactly Uke those of Persepolitan figures. The whole 
of the space within the niche, which was sot occupied 
by the ngture^ was filled with arrow-headed chancters. I 
was nracn surprised at this sight, being duite unprepared 
m it ; and althon^ there is nothing wonderful in finding 
the miarksof the Persians in a country which was so long 
^ their possession, still there is something interesting in 
meeting our old friends in so unexpected a situaUon, 
and in the mixture of Eastern and Western antiquities 
which this spot affords. Close to this atched nidis was ano« 
ther recmngular one, ornamented with a sort of cornice, 
which J should have thought Greek or Roman. The >in« 
ieription is quite effaced, and it is difficult to say if the 
mana still visible are the remains of writing^ or merely h<dc8 
occasioned by the decomposition of p»arts ot the rock. It is 
eertainly neither Greek nor Latin writing. At the head are 
two figures cut in, in outline only, which at first I thought 
A hanty modem scratching, but tne same appear in the other 
similar tablets seen afterwards ; on one I thought I per» 
eeived a cap like that of two fbathers, common m Bgypt, 
vllidi 1 noticed the more as Mr Madox has since, tofil me 
'hff WW a winged globe over one of the rectangular niches* 
'If so, Aty are Egyptian works, and there are on this hill 
BgyptiA), Per«iait, Roman, and Arab remains ; only r^ 
quinug some Greek ones to coDiplete tbe series of ocuiqufiror' 
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Jtatbflf^ow^ is ibollier IPenum ^guit * • * ,, , 

down it an inicription in Urge Roman oharacten, reoonuu. 
tW OTiwrtion of ibexoad under Marcus Auielitts. * *; / ' 

• -I 

LEBANON AND BALBEK. • 

M4treh22. — * * * The transition was giadoal firoiii. 
ibe mulberfy-gardens of Bairoot, each containing the single | 
bouse of the proprietor, through the cultivated nelds, anC 
nwlberries and oliyes in the lower part of the hills, and the| 
Wtch firs OB the summiu, to the bare stonj ridges amoo^^ 



^fftoch !wt have for some dme travelled, variea onljr by« 
YbMs cultivated in stages. This sort of cultivation prevailed* 
In » feaaarkable degree, in most of the vallejs, the whole oF 
did sides of which were in regular slopes, like stairs, support- \ 
ing mttlborry-trees. * • • Thesnowv hills, to our rights 
«vie still a good deal above our level, and Saneen towers over' 
tbetestabi^tasmuch as when seen from Bairoot. The lewec- 
hills and the clouds are far beneath us, and Bairoot, seear 
through an oiptaaing in a valley, appears at an amazing disij^ 
lanoe. The douds are now nsing m a solid mass over the 
lower hills, and advancing towards us with a gloomy andf 
Uireotening front, though I aoubt if they will reach our beigbi 
before thev burst. I ^ess that to be at 50QO or 6000 £eet^ 
The clouds sank again, and before sunset we saw only tha 
U^per parts of them, like waves in an ocean of vapqur cover-^ 
ng the low lands and the sea. We pitched our tentand anT 
vtry comlortable ; though, if it were wind, it would prbi^ 
bRoly be very cold. Our muleteers have been' tofr some 
time sinfiiog in chorus some lively and not unplea^g Afal^ 
aongs. These muleteers are all or most of them Christians ^ 
but floe independent-lookine fellows, superior in appearance 
to our late Mussulmans. This is the country for equaHtjP 
ofrebgions. • • • j 

March 23.— We came in sight of Antilibanus, and pf ,m 
Plain of Bekaa, — this plain is several days* journey long^JM 
atx or eight miles broad. It lies between the two pqinSdd 
jidges of Libanus and Antilibanus, both of which are now 
fiovesed with snow. The plain itjielf is quite flat, very bigluj[ 
cultivated, and now almost all green but perfectly bare, maqf 
IB|H being a Kingle tree except a few plantations of jioplan. 
HOW out of leaf, at certain villages. • * • £>eban«i 
and Aptilibanus seem both high mountains, but each i$ 
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cveadK ovjprtqpp^ by one summit, liebaaoD, b^Jubbol 
^kneen on the northern part of it, tod Antftibmii by 0Ub«} 
b«de.l§hiiikh, tpwardstheflouthofit, • • • 

March 24.— There was nothing to lemaik <m the ^Mmtif' 
but its smoothness, Taried by waves indeed, but unbroken 
by a single rock or raviqe. • • • We were in sight of 
Salbek almost the whole march. • • • The mat 
Temple, thouffh in a more shattered state than 1 haa ex- 
pef^ted, nas stiU sufficient remains of grandeur and diogance 
amply to repay all who come to 'visit it ♦ • • Tht 
genei»I eflfect of the great court, surrounded by ao many ie*> 
fxsses and alcoves, each adorned with pillars, cornice^ 
riches, &C., must have been very fine.-*tliey are still £nei 
¥he semicircular ones reminded me or the one at Jerash^ 
Imt they are by no means so riclily ornamented. One can 
fancy nothing more magnificent than the great Temple mutt 
have been when complete ; — six columns with the entabla^ 
tmre (70 odd feet hifin in all, besidett the wall of the terrace 
on wMch they stand) alone remain perfect. Wft saw them 
in a variety A points of view, and in all they were m^jestio. 
JPleriiaps they were best when seen fW>m the south-south^ 
.^^est, at the distance of about 60 yards : the sun was sd 
stuated that most of them were in the shade and contrasted 
with the sky seen through the intercolumniation ; their 
lender and graceful shafts, the el^ance of their capitahl, 
the richness of the entablature, the size, height and grandeuf 
of the whole, made a spectacle sufficient to have repaid the 
journey to Balbek. • • • The impression left bv the 
whole of these ruins is, that, when perfect, there could b» 
nothing in the world to equal them ; and yet when one re* 
collects that this place, Jerash and Palmyra, were situated 
jm a remote province and never mentioned bv ancient authors, 
what an idea does it raise of the Temple of Ephesus, andother 
' jlaces on which all the greatest artists employed their talents.' 
ind which all authors liave combined to praise | • • • 
G-^^-. and I have been to visit the ruins by nx>onlight % 
I never was so much struck by any thing. The stiUnesy 
iuid solemnity of the place; the piles of oroken columns, 
and other remains of former grandeur ; and the six columns, 
lh<7eased in apparent height and majesty bv the indistiDeti> 
ness of the lignt, — all produced feellnjrs of aamiiation mixed 
with awe, and reached a pitch of sublimity, of which the 
tnost fayou];able view by daylight would give but. a feebli 
^e^ , I.sjbipuia have mentions, in describing oar first visit 
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io (he Tenmk, the view of the smmy moanttdns teea 
Ifaomi^ dlflMt parte of the mini, wUeli n»de a nM^ 
•poompaaimeDt to the avcfaiteclual ranauis. 

THE CEDARS OF LEBANON. 

AprUl^ • * ^ WetnmedupAValleTtthesldto^ 
whi& were eoapMed of perpen^uUr rocke ctf gvttit hei^hi^ 
•loDg the very edce of nhHoh out pathway oflen lay in audi 
« manner that ike leaat false etep of a mule mvat hav» 
Blanffed him and hit rider into the depth of the vallefi 
Yet Siey went <m as eaieleaaly as <m plain |||nMind,«roMta|^ 
■gainst each other, and sometimes etopphig in the wimit 
paces to try to catch a mouthfal of some weed within thel^ 
teach. After jpasiing a lidge we came to pretty little gw^ 
Wtays with ouve-tteei and sheep | and soon after saw ^ 
beautiful plain of &urdh Alhora, a fine extent Of gree* 
idd& miaed with trees, and scattered with mimeroiifl aiMl 
ionzuhing viOages. On the other side was the snowy ranger 
The plain miriit be six or ei^ miles across, and twlse m 
long t snrpassmg the fiekaa m beauty, as much as ifr Ml • 
abort of it in size. About the middle We parsed Amason. ik 
fine village on a hill, near which we pitched qua fareok «iae& 
The whole of this part of JLidbanon is mnch mom pktmeaqua 
than that we before visited, and I should mufiih BMret if wtt 
h»d missed the opportunity of seeing it. • • • . 

^prt/8.— • * * We begah to ascend, and entered A 
most romantic valley. We went along the edge of a prt^ 
tiplce and saw a similar one on the opnosite sloe. In the 
midst of this last was a convent, that or 8eedae d Antdora2 
built on Uie Ikce of the rock. One entrance was through a 
eave^ and another, after going for some distance along thtt 
fiMC i( ibt rock, disappeared, and seoned also from adiataBoe 
to go through a cave ; if continued along theperpendisQlat 
rocK it must be fliffhtful. The view up me valley exhibited 
all the beauties of mountain-scenery, Dold and We diffs, 
woody slopes, and rocks mixed with cultivation ; towards 
the head were broken summits, in every variety of shape, 
«nd the whole ended in snowy mountains. A rapid stream 
ran through the bottom. Through the mouth tif the valley 
appeared the sea about ten miles off; and the town of Tri- 
poli, low and distant, situated in a plain marked with Uack 
masses, which probably were oUve-groves. Fmn a high 
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pblnfi VK nam the boM promontory over Tortosa, wKicii fit 
connected with » hieh hiU ranning inkind. The imM 
white idand of Ro&a (Aradus) was also in sight. As we 
advanced, the scene became more Alpine, and more sublime. 
We saw many cascades, and crossed near the heads of many 
odiers which fell into the valley .below us. One in particu- 
lar, on the opposite side, rushed through a high natural ah^h 
«f Todc, about ooe<'>thira down its course. The convent of 
Hainobine^ or some building connected with it, wm pointed 
out to us, and seemed in the very bottom of the valley, dose 
tooder lofty perpendicular rocks, of which those opposite to 
tis eontainea many caves ; and we were shown the cedars 
Mgh up among tm snow, at the head of a waste and wild 
tegion of bare rocks. Where we were the scene was very 
dinferent, and the hills were covered with cultivation ana 
tvees. The mulberries were quite bare, the walnut-treeti 
only budding, the almond-trees in flower, and the poplars 
beginniBg to put itorth their leaves. The poplars below 
w^ve ahrady quite green, and contributed to tne beauty of 
the view. We gathered many wild violets. Early in our 
■feioent, we passed under a picturesque chapel, or rather her* 
mitage^ formed bv building within a natural caVe. We at 
lengUk reached Bshiitai, and set out for the cedanu The 
iwd WW steep and difficult, and at last so shut up by snow 
that w» meie obliged todismonnt and walk for a considerablQ 
distance, *wldch was no easy matter, in our red moroceo 
ToKkith riioes ; w«, however, reacned the cedars some 
of' which are fine trees, and the whole make a wood of, at 
Istet, 100 trees, (nearer 960, 1.bdiev&)^-40, atleast,! should 
^k, if travellen had not fixed their number at 50 odd. 
We saw no names older than 1788, none of note. Thd 
g^und lound the cedar| was coveied with deep snow. After 
••OBping fimn the snows we reached a footpath which oon« 
dnetcdua over a very steep side of a hill to our tent* • • • 



fH£ ENDi 
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